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BEYOND ZERO SUM:  
ON RICH COUNTRIES AND CARBON EMISSIONS 

Rich countries must commit technology and funds to move to net zero carbon emissions 
The visit of the U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate, John Kerry, ahead of a leaders’ summit 

convened by President Joe Biden later this month on the climate challenge, has prompted a review of India’s 
long-term policy course. To the developed world, India presents a study in contrasts, with carbon dioxide 
emissions that rank in the top five globally, while millions of its citizens remain mired in energy poverty and 
underdevelopment. Ironically, to many smaller countries, including island nations hit by intense storms, lost 
farm productivity, droughts and heat waves linked to a changing climate, India contributes to the problem with 
its total annual emissions. It is unsurprising, therefore, that the clamour is growing for India to join many other 
big economies and commit itself to net zero emissions: to balance carbon emissions with their removal from 
the atmosphere, by a specific date. Evidently, Mr. Kerry sought to explore the possibility of raising national 
ambition, with the assurance that the U.S., pursuing major green technology initiatives in the post-Donald 
Trump era, would support such a road map. His meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been positive. 
It would, of course, reassure not just India but other emerging nations as well, if the climate diplomacy of the 
North under the Paris Agreement is underpinned by funding and technology transfer guarantees to reduce 
emissions. If climate change is the biggest crisis today, the solutions require the U.S, the U.K., Europe and 
others who occupied the bulk of the world’s carbon budget to give up further emissions in favour of the 
developing world and fund the transition. 

Even if India does not commit itself to a net zero deadline, and prefers to wait for the post-pandemic 
development pathways to become clear, it cannot afford to ignore the impact that its project decisions — such 
as deforestation — will have on the climate. At the peak of COVID-19 last year, the Centre saw it fit to press 
ahead with environmental clearances that would have a serious negative impact. It extended the deadline for 
coal plants to adopt strict pollution control, and proposed gross dilution of norms to assess environmental 
impact of projects. Fuel prices, at historic highs due to taxation, pay no specific environmental dividend, and 
the poorest are worst hit by its inflationary effects. What India should be doing in the run-up to the UN 
Convention on Climate Change in Glasgow, scheduled later this year, is to come up with a domestic climate 
plan that explains to the citizen how it will bring green development in this decade, specifying a target by 
sector for each year. This would align internal policies with the justifiable demand that rich countries uphold 
the principle enshrined in the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, of common but differentiated 
responsibilities to build equity. Taxing luxury emissions, whether it is cars, air-conditioners, big properties or 
aviation, for specified green development outcomes, will send out a convincing message. 

 

DEFINITIONS: 
 
 zero-sum game (phrase) – zero-sum game is one 

in which no wealth is created or destroyed. So, in 
a two-player zero-sum game, whatever one 
player wins, the other loses. 

 carbon emission (noun) – the release of carbon 
into the atmosphere. 

 net zero emissions/carbon neutrality (noun) – it 
means annual zero net CO2 emissions; Carbon 
neutrality means every ton of anthropogenic 
(human-caused or influenced) CO2 emitted is 
compensated with an equivalent amount of CO2 
removed (e.g. via carbon sink or carbon 
sequestration). 

 envoy (noun) – representative, delegate, deputy; 
diplomat, consul, ambassador. 

 convene (verb) – summon, call/get together, 
assemble, gather. 

 prompt (verb) – induce, cause, motivate, 
persuade, encourage, impel, urge. 

 in contrast (phrase) – when compared to 
another. 

 mire in (verb) – entangle, catch up, involve, mix 
up (a difficult situation). 

 Energy poverty (noun) – the lack of access to 
sustainable modern energy services and 
products. To be more precise, it is not only a 
matter of sustainability: energy poverty can be 
found in all conditions where there is a lack of 
adequate, affordable, reliable, quality, safe and 
environmentally sound energy services to 
support development. In simple words, energy 
poverty is the inability of a household (family) to 
meet their energy needs. 

 underdevelopment (noun) – it is low level of 
development characterized by low real per capita 
income, widespread poverty, lower level of 
literacy, low life expectancy and underutilisation 
of resources, etc. 
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 ironically (adverb) – paradoxically, unexpectedly, 
strangely. 

 hit (verb) – affect badly, damage, ruin, have a 
negative effect on. 

 storm (noun) – low-pressure weather system; 
cyclone. 

 drought (noun) – dry spell, dry period, lack of 
rain, shortage of water. 

 heatwave (noun) – (a long period of) hot 
weather, hotness, humidity. 

 climate change (noun) – a long-term change in 
the Earth’s climate, or of a region on Earth 
(Courtesy: NASA). 

 unsurprising (adjective) – predictable, 
anticipated. 

 clamour (noun) – protest, complaint, 
outcry/commotion. 

 evidently (adverb) – obviously, palpably, 
seemingly, apparently. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 
 possibility (noun) – chance, probability. 
 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, follow. 
 green (adjective) – environmentally friendly, non-

polluting, ozone-friendly, energy-efficient, fuel-
saving, low-carbon. 

 green technology (noun) – it is also known as 
clean technology/sustainable technology; it is the 
application of one or more environmental 
technologies to monitor, model and conserve the 
natural environment and resources, and to curb 
the negative impacts of human involvement. 

 road map (noun) – schedule of a (complex) 
program. 

 diplomacy (noun) – negotiations, discussions, 
talks, dialogue, conversations (related to 
international politics). 

 climate diplomacy (noun) – negotiations, 
discussions, talks, dialogue, conversations 
(related to climate change regime).  

 The (Global) North (noun) – the economically 
developed countries (of Europe, North America, 
Australia, amongst others). 

 The (Global) South (noun) – the poor developing 
countries (of Asia, Africa, South America, 
amongst others). 

 Paris Agreement/Accord/Pact (noun) – The Paris 
Agreement builds upon the Convention 
(agreement) and for the first time brings all 
nations into a common cause to undertake 
ambitious efforts to combat climate change and 
adapt to its effects, with enhanced support to 
assist developing countries to do so. 

 underpin (verb) – support, strengthen, fortify, 
buttress. 

 the bulk of (noun) – most, larger part, larger 
number. 

 Carbon budget (noun) – an estimate of the total 
quantity of CO2-equivalent emissions that can be 
allowed (in order to maintain a 66% chance of 
staying within the Paris Agreement target of 
capping global warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius 
this century) (OR) The amount of greenhouse 
gases that can be emitted for a given level of 
global warming. If we exceed this budget, global 
temperatures will become higher. 

 in favour of (phrase) – in support of, to the 
advantage of, approve of. 

 transition (noun) – change. 
 cannot afford/can ill afford (phrase) – if you 

cannot afford to do something, you must prevent 
it from happening because it would be 
embarrassing and cause problems (if it happens). 

 deforestation (noun) – it is when humans 
remove or clear large areas of forest lands and 
related ecosystems for non-forest use. 

 afforestation (noun) – the effort to plant trees in 
barren (unproductive) lands so as to create a 
forest. 

 see fit (phrase) – think it 
right/suitable/appropriate to do something. 

 press/push ahead (phrasal verb) – continue, 
proceed with (a plan of action). 

 gross (adjective) – total, whole, entire, complete, 
full, overall. 

 dilution (noun) – reduction in value/power/force 
of something. 

 norms (noun) – standard, convention, guidelines, 
criterion. 

 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, on 
account of, as a result of. 

 taxation (noun) – the act of levying or imposing a 
tax by a government/the taxing authority. 

 dividend (noun) – benefit, advantage, gain. 
 inflationary (adjective) – tending to cause 

monetary inflation. 
 inflation (noun) – simply meaning “cost of living”; 

an increase of price level of goods & services and 
vice versa decrease of currency value. 

 run-up to (noun) – a period of time just before an 
important event. 

 convention (noun) – conference, meeting, 
summit, forum. 

 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the 
Parties (COP26) (noun) – The 26th session of the 
Conference of the Parties (COP26) of the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) is expected to take place from 01-12 
November 2021, in Glasgow, UK. The COP26 
summit will bring parties together to accelerate 
action towards the goals of the Paris Agreement 
and the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. 
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 come up with (phrasal verb) – produce, put 
forward, present/submit. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 
 align (with) (verb) – join forces with, join up with, 

form an alliance with, link up with, combine with. 
 justifiable (adjective) – valid, legitimate, 

reasonable. 
 uphold (verb) – confirm, endorse/approve, 

vindicate/validate. 
 enshrine (verb) – to enclose in, preserve, 

treasure, protect (as valuable). 
 framework (noun) – structure, system. 
 The United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) (noun) – The UNFCCC 
entered into force on 21 March 1994. Today, it 
has near-universal membership. The 197 
countries that have ratified the Convention are 
called Parties to the Convention. Preventing 

“dangerous” human interference with the 
climate system is the ultimate aim of the 
UNFCCC. 

 differentiated (adjective) – distinguished, 
segregated, individualized 

 equity (noun) – fairness/justness, neutrality, 
impartiality, lack of discrimination, 
egalitarianism. 

 luxury (adjective) – non-essential. 
 luxury (carbon) emission (noun) – emission from 

profligate lifestyles (e.g. cars, air-conditioners). 
 survival (carbon) emission (noun) – emission 

from subsistence living (e.g. burning wood for 
cooking). 

 outcome (noun) – result, effect, consequence. 
 send out (phrasal verb) – give out, announce, 

deliver/produce. 

 
************************************************************************************** 

PLAY TIME: ON IPL 2021 
IPL sets the stage for a young bunch of players eager for the spotlight 

Since its launch in 2008, the Indian Premier League has largely remained a summer-fix, with its share 
of pulsating thrills and big money. But these are extraordinary times when a virus has extended its stifling grip 
across the globe for more than a year and while COVID-19 rages, through a second wave in India, the IPL is 
back with its 14th edition that will commence at Chennai’s M.A. Chidambaram Stadium on Friday with 
defending champion Mumbai Indians taking on Royal Challengers Bangalore. The previous tournament, a 
much-delayed one due to the pandemic, had concluded at Dubai on November 10, last year. After a five-
month gap, the latest version rolls in with its share of 60 matches in a schedule that stretches all the way to 
May 30. Meanwhile, the virus continues to influence logistics and with bio-bubbles being the norm, the 
matches will be initially played at empty venues. The other new development is the idea of neutral venues, a 
move necessitated by the need to reduce travel so that every squad stays in a specific city for at least a 
fortnight. With cities such as Hyderabad, Mohali and Jaipur missing out as hosts, it was felt that their 
respective home units — Sunrisers Hyderabad, Punjab Kings and Rajasthan Royals — needed a level playing 
field and that was achieved by propping up neutral venues for all rivals. 

It is a thread that goes all the way to the play-offs and final, which would be held in Ahmedabad, a city 
that does not have an IPL outfit. If the immediate context is about playing sport in the times of the coronavirus, 
the larger goal for the players would be to also use this IPL as a stage to finesse their skills well in time for the 
Twenty20 World Cup in India during October-November this year. The current build-up that included hotel 
quarantines, gradual training and news about a few players and support staff testing positive for COVID-19, 
may not have been ideal but all the squads are keen to get on the turf and play even if excited fans and their 
acoustic-support would be missed. Besides its obvious stardust, the IPL is equally about an unsung player 
grabbing attention and winging his way into the national squad. T. Natarajan and Suryakumar Yadav, to name 
just two, have done that in recent times. And for the nostalgically inclined, it is also a space to watch the likes 
of M.S. Dhoni and AB de Villiers plying their wares. Neutral grounds that negate home-advantage and a virus in 
the air do make a strange mix but this is the new-normal for an event that has previously adjusted to three 
general elections and a couple of overseas deviations. 

 

DEFINITIONS: 
 
 set the stage for (phrase) – prepare the 

circumstances for the beginning of something. 
 the spotlight (noun) – the public attention, the 

focus of public/media; the public eye. 

 fix (noun) – an experience/dose of something 
(which gives great pleasure). 

 pulsating (adjective) – very exciting, thrilling, 
electrifying. 
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 extraordinary (adjective) – unusual, uncommon, 
rare. 

 stifling (adjective) – constrained, restrained, 
hampering, impeding. 

 grip (noun) – control, power, hold. 
 rage (verb) – (of a disease) spread very quickly or 

uncontrollably; be at its height, be 
uncontrollable; reach a high degree of intensity. 

 take on (phrasal verb) – compete against, 
oppose, challenge, face, match oneself against. 

 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, on 
account of, as a result of. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 
new disease; The illness spreads around the 
world and typically affects a large number of 
people across a wide area. 

 roll in (phrasal verb) – arrive, turn up, appear. 
 stretch (verb) – extend, spread, continue. 
 all the way (phrase) – completely, totally, 

entirely. 
 meanwhile (adverb) – at the same time, 

simultaneously, meantime. 
 influence (verb) – affect, have an effect on. 
 logistics (noun) – the process of planning & 

executing a complex operation; organization, 
planning, management, arrangement. 

 bio-secure bubble (noun) – it is defined as an 
environment/location sealed off from the outside 
world. In tennis/cricket, this would mean players, 
umpires and support staff being housed at the 
venue itself. 

 norm (noun) – standard, convention, regulation. 
 necessitate (verb) – make necessary, require, call 

for. 
 need (noun) – requirement/necessity, demand. 
 squad (noun) – team. 
 fortnight (noun) – a period of two 

weeks/fourteen days continuously. 
 miss out (phrasal verb) – fail to utilize/take 

advantage of something. 
 a level playing field (phrase) – a situation in 

which everyone has a fair and equal opportunity 
to succeed, and no one has an advantage over 
the other. 

 prop up (phrasal verb) – support, assist, help 
someone/something (from the decline). 

 rival (noun) – competitor, opponent, contestant, 
contender. 

 thread (noun) – a long line of something. 
 play-off (noun) – an extra game/match to decide 

a winner to play for the final championship (in 
competitive sports). 

 outfit (noun) – team, squad. 
 context (noun) – circumstances, conditions, 

situation. 

 coronavirus (CoV) (noun) – a large family of 
viruses that cause illness ranging from the 
common cold to more severe diseases. common 
signs of infection include respiratory symptoms, 
fever, cough, shortness of breath and breathing 
difficulties. In more severe cases, infection can 
cause pneumonia, severe acute respiratory 
syndrome, kidney failure and even death. 

 finesse (verb) – deal with, manage, handle 
something with skill/care. 

 build-up (noun) – preparation for a particular 
event. 

 quarantine (noun) – a process of separating out 
people, animals and things (such as plants) from 
others for a period of time in order to 
control/restrict the spread of a contagious 
disease; Quarantine is imposed to separate and 
restrict the movement of persons, who may have 
been exposed to infectious disease, but not yet 
known to be ill. 

 ideal (adjective) – perfect, best possible, 
consummate, flawless. 

 keen (adjective) – determined, desirous, 
ambitious. 

 get on (phrasal verb) – continue, proceed, go 
ahead, carry on, go on (after interruption). 

 turf (noun) – track, pitch; (cricket) playground. 
 acoustic (adjective) – relating to sound. 
 besides (preposition/linking adverb) – in addition 

to, as well, apart from. 
 stardust (noun) – a magical quality. 
 unsung (adjective) – unacclaimed, 

unacknowledged, uncelebrated, unpraised. 
 grab (verb) – obtain, get, gain (something) 

quickly. 
 wing (verb) – move quickly; fly, race, speed. 
 nostalgically (adverb) – sentimentally, 

evocatively. 
 the inclined (noun) – someone who is influenced 

by someone else. 
 the likes of (phrase) – someone/something 

considered as a type. 
 ply (verb) – engage in, carry on, pursue, occupy 

oneself with, busy oneself with (one’s business). 
 ply your wares (phrase) – sell your goods. 
 negate (verb) – invalidate, nullify, deny, make 

ineffective, neutralize, cancel out. 
 strange (adjective) – unusual, weird, abnormal, 

atypical. 
 mix (noun) – combination/mingling (of different 

things). 
 the new-normal (phrase) – an earlier unusual 

situation that becomes a standard now. 
 deviation (noun) – departure, difference, 

abnormality, discrepancy. 


