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FITS AND STARTS:  
ON INDIA-PAKISTAN DIALOGUE PROCESS 

India, Pakistan must be clear on scope of their nascent engagement if ties are to improve 
After a month of moves and messages that indicated a détente, events last week appear to have 

slammed the brakes on the India-Pakistan dialogue process. The moves began with a ceasefire 
announcement at the LoC in February, followed by Indus water talks, sporting visas and other measures, 
including official speeches by Pakistan’s top leadership pushing for regional rapprochement, and salutary 
messages exchanged between Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and Imran Khan. Despite the growing 
bonhomie, however, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi decided not to meet or even exchange greetings at a conference in Dushanbe last 
week. And then days later, Mr. Qureshi led a charge of Cabinet Ministers who opposed a move by 
Pakistan’s Economic Coordination Committee to reopen imports of Indian cotton and sugar, arguing that 
it would violate Pakistan’s commitments on Kashmir. Subsequently, Mr. Khan announced he was dropping 
the import proposal he had made in his capacity as Commerce Minister, and that ties with India would not 
be normalised unless the Modi government revoked its steps of August 2019, on Jammu and Kashmir and 
Article 370. New Delhi, which has chosen not to comment on the events of the past month, and has not 
denied reports that claimed India-Pakistan moves were part of a back-channel dialogue facilitated by 
other countries, has also made no comment on Mr. Khan’s U-turn. 

While such swings have been common in the India-Pakistan engagement, the present scenario poses 
questions. If talks are indeed under way behind the scenes, it is unclear why Pakistan’s import decision 
was not better coordinated before being publicly announced. The move followed a speech by Pakistan’s 
Gen. Bajwa where he stressed the need for geo-economics, trade and connectivity to be prioritised for 
regional prosperity. So, if it is not the all-powerful Army Chief or the ‘Pakistani establishment’ that is 
playing the “spoiler”, the Khan government must identify who it is. It is significant that New Delhi has 
chosen not to press its advantage over the embarrassing confusion in Pakistan’s stand, or react to its 
unworkable demand on Article 370, which has drawn India’s sharp comments in the past. This might 
indicate that the dialogue that has reportedly been on for months has been paused and much will depend 
on whether any other outlooked steps, including the restoration of High Commissioners in each other’s 
capitals and LoC trade that was suspended for security reasons in 2019, or commitments from Pakistan on 
cross-border terrorism, are announced next. If the nascent re-engagement is to have any chance, there 
must be also more clarity on what the two governments have decided to embark upon and hope to 
achieve from it. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 
 (in/by) fits and starts (phrase) – irregularly, 

interruptedly, fitfully, sporadically, now and 
again. 

 dialogue (noun) – discussion, discourse, 
exchange of views (to solve a problem). 

 nascent (adjective) – just beginning, 
developing, emerging, rising, burgeoning. 

 engagement (noun) – participation, taking part, 
involvement. 

 ties (noun) – bond, connection, association, 
relationship. 

 move (noun) – initiative, step, action, act, 
measure. 

 detente (noun) – restoration of harmony, 
agreement, compromise/understanding. 

 slam (verb) – push/press with great force. 
 slam the brakes (phrase) – to quickly press on 

a (vehicle’s) brake. 

 ceasefire (noun) – a negotiated agreement that 
will be accompanied by other associated 
commitments to de-escalate the fighting; a 
temporary stoppage of war, truce, armistice. 

 Line of Control (LoC) (noun) – it is a 450 mile-
long military control line lying between India 
and Pakistan’s controlled parts of the former 
(under the British) Jammu and Kashmir. This 
line is not actually a legally recognized 
international boundary but prevails as per de 
facto. After the Simla Agreement signed in July 
1972, this line was officially renamed as “Line 
of Control” from “the Cease-fire Line”. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 
 push for (phrasal verb) – demand, insist on, 

ask/call/speak for; urge, advocate, 
recommend, champion, espouse. 



 

2 

 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (28th-APR-2021) 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 rapprochement (noun) – reconciliation, 
reuniting, restoration of harmony, 
compromise/understanding. 

 salutary (adjective) – good, helpful/useful, 
beneficial, practical, valuable. 

 despite (preposition) – in spite of, 
notwithstanding, regardless of, for all. 

 growing (adjective) – increasing. 
 bonhomie (noun) – friendliness, warmth, 

geniality/affability. 
 lead a charge of (phrase) – to 

cause/inspire/influence (others) to act/behave 
in a certain way. 

 Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) 
(noun) – a principle federal institution and a 
consultative forum used by the people-elected 
Prime Minister of Pakistan as its chairman, for 
concerning matters of state’s economic 
security, geoeconomic, political economic and 
financial endowment issues. 

 subsequently (adverb) – afterwards, later on, 
in due course. 

 drop (verb) – abandon, discontinue, cancel, 
give up, discard. 

 capacity (noun) – ability, power, potential; 
post/position. 

 normalise (verb) – to have a friendly 
relationship again after a war or disagreement. 

 revoke (verb) – cancel, repeal, reverse, 
abrogate. 

 Article 370 of Indian Constitution (noun) – It 
had “temporary provisions with respect to the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir” which gave 
special powers to the state. The article allowed 
the state a certain amount of autonomy – its 
own constitution, a separate flag and freedom 
to make laws. Foreign affairs, defence and 
communications remained the preserve 
(domain) of the central government. It also 
allowed Jammu and Kashmir to make its own 
rules relating to permanent residency, 
ownership of property and fundamental rights. 
It did also bar Indians from outside the state 
from purchasing property or settling there. 

 back channel (noun) – a secondary or secret 
route. 

 facilitate (verb) – make easy, make possible; 
assist, help/aid. 

 U-turn (noun) – about-turn, a reversal of policy, 
change of mind/plan, about-face. 

 swing (noun) – fluctuation, change/shift, 
variation, oscillation. 

 scenario (noun) – situation, background, 
context. 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause 
(a problem or danger or risk). 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 
 under way (phrase) – in progress, happening, 

occurring, taking place. 
 behind the scenes (phrase) – secretly, 

privately, surreptitiously. 
 stress (verb) – emphasize, draw attention to, 

highlight, underline, underscore. 
 geo-economic (adjective) – relating to the use 

of economic interests to promote and defend 
national interests, and to produce beneficial 
geopolitical results; relating to the use of 
economics as an instrument/tool of state 
power. 

 prioritise (verb) – make a point of, highlight, 
call attention to (something as very important). 

 prosperity (noun) – success, profitability, 
affluence, fortune. 

 all-powerful (adjective) – having total power; 
dictatorial, despotic, totalitarian, autocratic. 

 the establishment (noun) – the powers that be, 
the authorities, the system, the ruling class, the 
regime. 

 spoiler (noun) – a person who is spoiling 
something. 

 press home one’s advantage over (phrase) – to 
utilize the advantage one has. 

 embarrassing (adjective) – humiliating, 
degrading, demeaning, disgracing. 

 stand (noun) – attitude, point of view, opinion, 
standpoint. 

 unworkable (adjective) – unrealistic, 
unfeasible, non-viable, impracticable. 

 draw (verb) – be the cause of some 
(controversial) reaction. 

 reportedly (adverb) – supposedly, seemingly, 
apparently, allegedly. 

 outlooked (adjective) – viewed, excepted. 
 restoration (noun) – reinstatement, return, re-

establishment, putting back. 
 cross-border (adjective) – across a border 

between two countries. 
 embark upon (phrasal verb) – start, begin, 

initiate. 
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MAYHEM IN MYANMAR:  
ON THE VIOLENCE DURING MYANMAR'S ARMED FORCES' DAY 

India, China and countries in ASEAN should pressure the junta to restore democracy 
The violence of March 27, Myanmar’s Armed Forces’ Day, in which over 100 protesters were 

killed, has sent shockwaves. India, which initially expressed its “deep concern” and called for the “rule of 
law” and “the democratic process” to be upheld, had stopped short of directly condemning the junta’s 
violence. It had also sent a representative to attend Saturday’s celebrations. But on the day India’s 
defence attaché, along with the representatives of seven other countries, including China, Pakistan and 
Russia, was attending a massive military parade in Naypyidaw, the junta was gunning down its people. 
The violence and the prolonged crisis seem to have triggered a stronger response from several capitals, 
including New Delhi. On April 2, India, which has cultivated deep ties with Myanmar’s civilian and military 
leaderships, condemned “any use of violence” and called for “restoration of democracy”. There is growing 
international appeal for ending the bloodshed, but the junta seems unperturbed. Even after the March 27 
killings, protests and regime violence continue. According to independent agencies, the junta has killed 
over 570 civilians, including 46 children, since the February 1 coup. 

When the regime resorted to violence, it may have calculated that swift repression would extinguish 
the fire for freedoms, like in 1988 and 2007. But there is a fundamental difference this time. If in the past 
the protests erupted against the continuing military rule, in February, the military usurped power from an 
elected government after a decade of partial democracy. Those who enjoyed at least limited freedoms, 
first under the transition government and then under Aung San Suu Kyi, have built a stronger resistance to 
the junta this time. Street protests are not the only challenge the Generals are facing. The banking system 
is on the brink of collapse with most staff on strike. Cash is scarce and prices of essential goods are 
rocketing. Industrial workers are also on strike, bringing the pandemic-battered economy to its knees. The 
Generals’ efforts to bring bank and government employees and port and industrial workers back to work 
have been unsuccessful so far. Worse still, armed insurgent groups have thrown their weight behind the 
protesters, triggering fears of a wider civil conflict. The Generals are unlikely to give up power on their 
own. They should be nudged to end the violence and make concessions. Initially, India and China, both 
vying for influence in Myanmar, were ambivalent in condemning the junta’s violence because they did not 
want to antagonise the Generals. But an unstable Myanmar is not in the interest of any country. India, 
China and other countries in ASEAN should heap pressure on the junta and work towards restoring 
democracy in Myanmar, which is the only way forward. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 
 mayhem (noun) – disorder, turmoil, chaos, 

havoc, disorganization. 
 Armed Forces’ Day (noun) – the professional 

holiday of the Tatmadaw ( lit. ‘Armed Forces’), 
celebrated IN Myanmar (Burma) annually on 27 
March. 

 Tatmadaw (noun) – literally meaning ‘Armed 
Forces’ in Burmese; Tatmadaw is the official 
name of the armed forces of Myanmar 
(Burma). 

 Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) (noun) – a regional grouping that 
promotes economic, political, and security 
cooperation among its ten members: Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
and Vietnam. 

 junta (noun) – a military group that takes over 
the government by force. 

 shockwave (noun) – shocking news of 
something bad/unpleasant happened 
unexpectedly;  a severe 
disruption/disturbance. 

 deep concern (noun) – great (feeling of) worry. 
 call for (phrasal verb) – require, publicly 

ask/necessitate, demand. 
 rule of law (phrase) – it is described as “a 

principle of governance in which all persons, 
institutions and entities, public and private, 
including the State itself, are accountable to 
laws that are publicly promulgated, equally 
enforced and independently adjudicated, and 
which are consistent with international human 
rights norms and standards. 
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 uphold (verb) – confirm, endorse/approve, 
vindicate/validate. 

 short of (phrase) – less than. 
 condemn (verb) – censure, criticize, castigate; 

destine, damn. 
 attaché (noun) – an official at an embassy 

usually with special responsibility for 
something; envoy, diplomat, consul, 
representative. 

 Naypyidaw (proper noun) – the capital city of 
Myanmar (Burma). 

 gun down (phrasal verb) – shoot down, mow 
down, kill. 

 prolonged (adjective) – continuous, ongoing, 
protracted, unending, unrelenting. 

 trigger (verb) – cause, prompt, set off, bring 
about. 

 cultivate (verb) – seek the friendship of, seek 
the favour of, try to win over, try to get 
someone on one’s side, woo. 

 ties (noun) – association, relationship, bond, 
connection. 

 civilian (adjective) – non-military, non-
combatant, civil. 

 growing (adjective) – increasing. 
 appeal (noun) – plea, call, earnest/urgent 

request. 
 bloodshed (noun) – killing, carnage, massacre. 
 unperturbed (adjective) – untroubled, 

undisturbed, unworried, unmoved. 
 regime (noun) – government. 
 civilian (noun) – non-military person, non-

combatant, ordinary citizen. 
 coup (noun) – a sudden and violent regime 

change, seizure of power, (illegal) takeover of 
power. 

 resort to (verb) – use, utilize, turn to, have 
recourse to. 

 calculate (verb) – expect, anticipate, reckon, 
intend, assess. 

 swift (adjective) – rapid, quick, speedy. 
 repression (noun) – suppression, oppression, 

quelling, restraining/stifling. 
 extinguish (verb) – eradicate, eliminate, wipe 

out, remove, put an end to. 
 fire (noun) – energy, vigour, sparkle, 

enthusiasm. 
 erupt (verb) – break out, flare up, blow up, boil 

over, start suddenly. 
 usurp (verb) – take over, appropriate, seize. 
 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 
 transition government (noun) – 

interim/temporary government. 

 resistance (noun) – opposition, refusal, denial. 
 challenge (noun) – problem, trouble, obstacle, 

difficult task. 
 brink (noun) – edge/verge/end (of something). 
 scarce (adjective) – insufficient, deficient, 

inadequate. 
 rocket (verb) – soar, increase rapidly, escalate. 
 bring someone/something to their/its knees 

(phrase) – to overpower someone/something 
and make their/its condition extremely weak; 
overwhelm, defeat, destroy, crush/thrash. 

 pandemic-battered (adjective) – 
ruined/destroyed by pandemic. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 
new disease; The illness spreads around the 
world and typically affects a large number of 
people across a wide area. 

 bring back (phrasal verb) – cause 
someone/something to return to; reintroduce. 

 so far (phrase) – until now, up to the present, 
up to this point. 

 worse still (phrase) – still worse; even worse. 
 insurgent (adjective) – rebellious, dissident, 

rioting, seditious, subversive. 
 throw one’s weight behind (phrase) – to use 

one’s power (influence) to support 
someone/something. 

 unlikely (adjective) – doubtful, implausible, 
improbable, questionable. 

 give up (phrasal verb) – stop, discontinue, 
abandon, renounce, forgo. 

 on one’s own (phrase) – alone, all alone, by 
oneself, all by oneself, independently, single-
handedly. 

 nudge (verb) – push, prod, encourage. 
 concession (noun) – compromise, adjustment. 
 vie (verb) – compete strongly with someone to 

get/achieve something; fight, contend, lock 
horns. 

 influence (noun) – power, sway, leverage, 
authority. 

 ambivalent (adjective) – having mixed feelings 
about someone or something; equivocal, in 
two minds, uncertain, doubtful, undecided, 
inconclusive. 

 antagonise (verb) – alienate, estrange, make 
hostile/make unfriendly. 

 interest (noun) – common concern; benefit, 
advantage. 

 heap on (phrasal verb) – load on, shower on; 
give, provide. 

 the way forward (phrase) – something (a 
plan/action) that leads to success in the future.  


