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THE SECOND WAVE:  
ON WHY NEW COVID-19 VACCINES SHOULD BE CLEARED 

New vaccines must be cleared for emergency use as India battles a new surge 
The rise in COVID-19 cases as part of India’s ‘second wave’ has the government and public health 

authorities truly worried. In many ways, the concern is larger than during last year when there were several 
more cases. V.K. Paul, Member, NITI Aayog, who has been in the forefront of public communication on all 
matters COVID-19, described the ongoing situation as going from “bad to worse”. The Health Secretary, Rajesh 
Bhushan, has also reiterated in the last two weeks that urgent action must be taken. On March 1, concerns of a 
spike were still on the horizon. In a month, however, the situation appears catastrophic. The number of new 
active cases added on March 1, around 3,000, has now become nearly nine-fold. Daily deaths too have, in that 
interval, skyrocketed three-fold — from around 112 to 354. As of this month, India has administered nearly 6.3 
crore doses of Covaxin and Covishield and since March 20, has been inoculating a little over 2 million every 
day. What is apparent is that the States registering a high number of cases — Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka, 
Kerala and Madhya Pradesh — are also those where many are signing up for their first dose. A notable 
exception is Punjab. The government is also bearing down on local vaccine companies to prioritise delivery to 
India over their international commitments as several other vaccine candidates line up emergency approvals 
from regulators. So, vaccine hesitancy is not India’s most pressing problem. 

India’s communication of the tides and ebbs of the pandemic has always been below par. The broader 
strategy by the Central and State governments is to take credit when there is a declining trend in cases and 
blame people’s laxity for an upward trend. More research needs to be conducted and communicated on 
whether mortality in the second wave is biased towards the group yet ineligible for vaccination, and whether 
reinfections are an emerging problem. It was always known, from the vaccine trial data, that the inoculations 
were extremely effective at addressing severe disease but less so in containing infections. This aspect needs to 
be amplified and communicated more clearly to encourage vaccination. It is hypocritical on the government’s 
part to allow large religious gatherings and political melas in election-bound States and also blame normal 
movement for the second wave. What is needed is messaging that emphasises the realistic protective abilities 
from vaccination and physical distancing measures. It is also unclear why new vaccines are not being 
accelerated for emergency use when Covishield and Covaxin were rushed through without any local efficacy 
data. More vaccines and a sharpening of India’s communication strategy are essential. 

 
Meanings of Difficult Words: 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 
improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 clear (verb) – give approval to, authorize, give 
permission (officially).  

 surge (noun) – sudden increase or rise of 
something. 

 in many ways (phrase) – to a (large) extent, to a 
(great) degree. 

 NITI Aayog (noun) – The National Institution for 
Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was 
formed via a resolution of the Union Cabinet on 
January 1, 2015. NITI Aayog is the premier policy 
‘Think Tank’ of the Government of India, providing 
both directional and policy inputs. (NITI Aayog 
replaced “The Planning Commission” – an 
institution in the Government of India established 
in 1950, which formulated India’s Five-Year Plans, 

among other functions to oversee the country’s 
economic and social development). (Think tank is 
a panel of experts who provide advice and ideas 
on political, social or economic issues). 

 at/in/to the forefront of (phrase) – be in a 
leading/front/important position in an important 
activity; spearhead, van guard, front line, leading 
position. 

 ongoing (adjective) – current, existing, continuing, 
happening, occurring. 

 from bad to worse (phrase) – into an even worse 
condition. 

 reiterate (verb) – repeat, say again, restate. 
 on the horizon (phrase) – imminent, impending, 

approaching, near/close, just around the corner. 
 catastrophic (adjective) – destructive, ruinous, 

disastrous. 
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 spike (noun) – a sharp rise/increase of something. 
 nine-fold (adjective) – nine times as great/as 

much. 
 skyrocket (verb) – rise, increase, escalate, mount; 

mushroom, snowball. 
 three-fold (adverb) – three times (as great/as 

much). 
 administer (verb) – dispense, provide, give, apply 

(a drug/vaccine). 
 dose (noun) – an amount/quantity of something. 
 Covaxin (noun) – India’s first indigenous COVID-19 

vaccine candidate (COVAXIN) developed by a 
Hyderabad-based company (Bharat Biotech) in 
collaboration with the ICMR (The Indian Council of 
Medical Research). 

 Oxford vaccine/Covishield (noun) – (ChAdOx1 
nCoV-19) or (AZD1222) is a COVID-19 vaccine 
candidate developed by Oxford University and 
AstraZeneca, UK Ltd. (named Covishield in India). 
Serum Institute of India (SII), a biotechnology 
company has partnered with global pharma giant 
AstraZeneca and Oxford University for this vaccine 
candidate ‘Covidshield’. 

 inoculate (verb) – to inject/introduce a vaccine 
into the body of someone to produce immunity to 
a particular disease; immunize, vaccinate. 

 apparent (adjective) – evident/clear, visible, 
noticeable, recognizable. 

 sign up (phrasal verb) – join up, register; enrol/ 
enlist. 

 notable (adjective) – important, significant, 
obvious. 

 exception (noun) – an anomaly, special case, 
deviation. 

 bear down (phrasal verb) – advance on, close in 
on, move in on, converge on, approach, come 
close to. 

 prioritise (verb) – make a point of, highlight, call 
attention to (something as very important). 

 candidate vaccine or vaccine candidate (noun) – a 
“potential” vaccine prepared in the research and 
development (R&D) centres and it can be used in 
human clinical trials. 

 line up (phrasal verb) – have something 
ready/prepared; form a queue, queue up, form 
lines. 

 regulator (noun) – an association that supervises a 
particular business activity. 

 hesitancy (noun) – reluctance, unwillingness, 
disinclination. 

 vaccine hesitancy (noun) – a reluctance or refusal 
to be vaccinated or to have one’s children 
vaccinated; reluctance or refusal to vaccinate 
despite the availability of vaccines. 

 pressing (adjective) – urgent, critical, crucial, 
important. 

 tides and ebbs (phrase) – used to explain 
something that changes regularly; decline and 
then growth, decrease and increase, fall and rise, 
come in and go out. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 
disease; The illness spreads around the world and 
typically affects a large number of people across a 
wide area. 

 under/below par (phrase) – below average, 
unsatisfactory, poor, bad. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 
achieve a more expansive set of political, 
economic, and security interests). 

 to one’s credit (phrase) – used to mention that 
someone deserves praise/admiration. 

 credit (noun) – praise, admiration, commendation, 
acclaim, acknowledgement, recognition. 

 laxity (noun) – negligence, neglect, lack of proper 
care and attention, carelessness, heedlessness, 
lack of concern, irresponsibility. 

 mortality (noun) – (in a particular time/for a 
cause) the rate/number of death. 

 bias (verb) – incline, angle, slant, bend. 
 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a vaccine to 

protect against a particular disease; immunization. 
 trial (noun) – test, pilot study, experiment (phase 

1, 2,3, and or human/clinical trial). 
 inoculation (noun) – vaccination, injection, 

immunization; jab, shot. 
 address (verb) – tackle, deal with. 
 amplify (verb) – raise, intensify, escalate. 
 hypocritical (adjective) – insincere, false/hollow, 

self-righteous. 
 election-bound/poll-bound (adjective) – 

guaranteed to have election (which is 
imminent/approaching). 

 emphasise (verb) – draw attention to, put stress 
on, underscore, highlight. 

 social/physical distancing (noun) – a term means 
actively avoiding crowded public places, is a key 
element in decreasing the rapid spread of COVID-
19. This is an effort intended to limit exposure by 
reducing face-to-face contact and preventing 
spread among people in community settings. 
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 accelerate (verb) – hasten, expedite, speed up, 
step up. 

 rush through (phrasal verb) – to deal with/act on 
something very quickly. 

 efficacy (noun) – In medicine, the ability of an 
intervention (for example, a drug or surgery) to 
produce the desired beneficial effect; 
effectiveness, efficiency, power. 

 sharpen (verb) – improve,  better, hone, enhance. 
***************************************************************************************** 

ENTER THE PEACE PROCESS:  
ON INDIA’S ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN 

India should use its influence to ensure peace within Afghanistan and the wider region 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s comment that India supports talks between the Afghan 

government and the Taliban signals a subtle shift in New Delhi’s approach towards the Afghan crisis. At the 9th 
Heart of Asia Conference in Tajikistan, he said India has been supportive of all efforts being made to 
“accelerate the dialogue” between the Afghan government and the Taliban, in a rare direct reference to the 
insurgent group. In the 1990s and 2000s, India was steadfastly opposed to any dealings with the Taliban. But 
its position seems to have evolved over the years. In 2018, when Russia hosted Afghan and Taliban talks, India 
had sent a diplomatic delegation to Moscow. In September 2020, at the intra-Afghan peace talks in Doha, Mr. 
Jaishankar was present at the inaugural session via a video link, reaffirming the long-held Indian position that 
any peace process should be Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-controlled. His latest comments come 
close on the heels of a new peace push by the Joe Biden administration of the U.S. The Biden plan includes two 
key proposals — a unity transition government between the warring parties and a UN-led multilateral 
conference of envoys from India, China, Iran, Pakistan, Russia, and the U.S. India has supported the UN-led 
process, in an apparent climbdown from its earlier position, and now shown willingness to deal with the 
Taliban. 

The evolution of India’s position is in sync with the evolution of the reality in Afghanistan. The Taliban, no 
longer an untouchable force, control much of the country’s rural territories. The U.S. has already signed a deal 
with the Taliban, wherein American troops are scheduled to pull back from Afghanistan by May 1. China had 
long ago reached out to the Taliban. Russia has hosted talks between the two sides. European powers have 
also shown interest in sponsoring talks. So, India has to be more flexible and adapt to the new strategic reality. 
Since the fall of the Taliban, India has cultivated deep ties with the Afghan people and the government, with 
investments in multiple projects dealing with education, power generation, irrigation and other infrastructure 
development. The first batch of vaccines Afghanistan got was from India, in February. Recently, India signed an 
agreement to build the Shahtoot dam near Kabul. Thus, its economic, strategic and security ties could be 
disrupted if the Taliban were to take over. The question India faces, like the other stakeholders, is how to help 
Afghanistan end the violence without a total capitulation to the Taliban. India joining the peace process could 
strengthen the hands of the Afghan government, which is negotiating from a position of weakness. New Delhi 
should, using its regional clout as well as its deep ties with both the U.S. and Russia, strive for what Mr. 
Jaishankar called “double peace”, both inside Afghanistan and in the region. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 influence (noun) – power, sway, leverage, 

authority. 
 comment (noun) – remark, statement, 

observation; mention. 
 signal (verb) – indicate, show, express, point to, 

imply. 
 The Heart of Asia (noun) – it provides a platform 

for sincere and results-oriented regional 
cooperation by placing Afghanistan at its center, in 

recognition of the fact that a secure and stable 
Afghanistan is vital to the prosperity of the Heart 
of Asia region. This platform was established to 
address the shared challenges and interests of 
Afghanistan and its neighbors and regional 
partners. The Heart of Asia is comprised of 15 
participating countries, 17 supporting countries, 
and 12 supporting regional and international 
organizations. 
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 subtle (adjective) – delicate, indistinct, toned 
down. 

 supportive (adjective) – in favour, approving, on 
the side of. 

 accelerate (verb) – increase, hasten, expedite, 
speed up. 

 dialogue (noun) – discussion, discourse, exchange 
of views (to solve a problem). 

 in reference to (phrase) – with regard to, 
regarding, as regards, with respect to, on the 
subject of. 

 insurgent (noun) – rebellious, mutinous, seditious, 
subversive; dissenting, agitating/rioting. 

 steadfastly (adverb) – firmly, resolutely, single-
mindedly. 

 evolve (verb) – alter, change, transform gradually; 
develop, progress, advance gradually. 

 host (verb) – arrange, organize something (in 
one’s place). 

 diplomatic (adjective) – (delicate & sensitive) 
consular, foreign-policy, political. 

 delegation (noun) – a body of 
delegates/representatives; diplomatic mission, 
commission, deputation. 

 intra- (prefix) – within. 
 Doha Agreement (noun) – The Doha Agreement, 

more formally, “Agreement for Bringing Peace to 
Afghanistan between the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan which is not recognised by the US as a 
state and is known as the Taliban and the United 
States of America, 2020” was signed on the 
February 29 in Doha, Qatar. The deal was 
considered a historic step towards establishing 
peace in Afghanistan. 

 inaugural (adjective) – first, initial, introductory. 
 reaffirm (verb) – assert, state, assure again 

strongly. 
 long-held (adjective) – held for a long time. 
 close on the heels of (phrase) – close behind, soon 

after, immediately after, following closely. 
 push (noun) – effort, initiative, drive. 
 warring (adjective) – opposing, conflicting, 

clashing, at war, fighting. 
 transition government (noun) – 

interim/temporary government. 
 multilateral (adjective) – involving many different 

countries/parties/organizations. 
 envoy (noun) – diplomat, consul, ambassador; 

representative, delegate, mediator. 

 apparent (adjective) – evident/clear, visible, 
noticeable, recognizable. 

 climbdown (noun) – withdrawal, retraction, 
 u-turn/concession. 

 willingness (noun) – readiness, preparedness, 
inclination. 

 evolution (noun) – change, transformation, 
adaptation; development, advancement. 

 in sync (phrase) – working well together, in 
agreement. 

 territory (noun) – area, region, sphere; country, 
state, dominion. 

 wherein (adverb) – in which. 
 pull back (phrasal verb) – withdraw, retreat, 

disengage. 
 reach out (phrasal verb) – contact someone to 

obtain/offer help/assistance/cooperation. 
 sponsor (verb) – uphold, support, back. 
 flexible (adjective) – accommodating, adaptable, 

amenable, willing to compromise. 
 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall (military) goals. 
 fall (noun) – downfall, ruin, collapse, failure, 

decline. 
 cultivate (verb) – grow, raise. 
 ties (noun) – association, relationship, bond, 

connection. 
 irrigation (noun) – the process of (artificially) 

supplying water to farmland to grow crops & 
plants. 

 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or 
organisational structure for something (to function 
properly).   

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 
improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 take over (phrasal verb) – assume control of, take 
control of, gain control of, take charge of, take 
command of. 

 stakeholder (noun) – a person with an interest in 
something. 

 capitulation (noun) – surrender, submission, 
yielding, giving in. 

 strengthen someone’s hand (phrase) – encourage 
someone to act more effectively. 

 clout (noun) – influence, power, control. 
 as well as (phrase) – and in addition. 
 strive (verb) – try, attempt, make every effort.  


