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ALLAYING CONCERNS:  
ON PUBLIC TRUST AND VACCINATION PROGRAMMES 

Public trust is a key ingredient to successful vaccination programmes 
 A little over 392 million doses of vaccine have been administered globally, according to the Bloomberg Vaccine 
Tracker, with India accounting for around 9% of them. In the last week, there have been a flurry of reports from Europe, 
of blood clots developing in a very small fraction of those vaccinated and leading to a cascade of European countries 
announcing a temporary halt to their vaccination programmes involving the AstraZeneca (AZ) vaccine. WHO and the 
European Medicines Agency have underlined that there is no causal link between vaccines and the occurrence of such 
clots. In fact, there are less than 40 such occurrences reported so far, and that is much below the background of about 
1,000 to 2,000 blood clots every single day in the general population, say studies based on the U.S. population. These 
organisations advocate that the ongoing vaccination drives continue, even accelerate, as the rate of vaccination is not 
keeping pace with what is required to control the pandemic. However, there are good reasons too for the countries to 
have called for a temporary halt. The AZ, Pfizer and Moderna vaccines have been released under emergency use 
authorisations, meaning that the entire profile of risks associated with them have not been thoroughly studied. History is 
replete with instances of vaccines that have been taken off even years after approval after a slight increase in untoward 
complications. As of now, the risk of dying from serious COVID-19 far outweighs that from vaccine reactions and it is such 
a calculation that weighs on the minds of regulators before approving vaccines. 
 Unlike drugs administered to the sick, vaccines have a higher bar of proving themselves safe as they are given to 
the healthy. Regulators of all countries rely on the experiences of others, as exemplified in India alone where it was AZ 
trials in the United Kingdom that paved the way for approval in India. Therefore, a warning in one country must 
immediately activate the sensors in another. India has a long experience with vaccinations as well as expertise in 
evaluating risk; however, transparency and prompt data sharing, thereby building public trust, is not one of its strong 
suits. This was evidenced by the approval of vaccines in spite of scant efficacy data. There is almost no information by the 
National Committee on Adverse Events Following Immunisation on the nature of serious adverse events following 
immunisation. This is in contrast to the frequent analyses shared by organisations such as the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention on adverse events. Public trust is a key ingredient to successful vaccination programmes and this 
can be only earned by the government’s zealous attention to allaying concerns. 
 

Meaning of Difficult Words: 
 allay (verb) – reduce, diminish, decrease, lessen; 

alleviate, ease, relieve. 
 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a vaccine to 

protect against a particular disease; immunization. 
 ingredient (noun) – element, part, component. 
 dose (noun) – an amount/quantity of something. 
 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 
 administer (verb) – dispense, provide, give, apply 

(a drug/vaccine). 
 account for (phrasal verb) – constitute, comprise, 

form, represent. 
 flurry (noun) – spate, series, succession. 
 fraction (noun) – a (small) proportion/part/ 

amount of something. 
 vaccinate (verb) – inoculate, administer, introduce 

(with a vaccine to provide immunity against a 
disease). 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring about, call 
forth, give rise to, produce. 

 cascade (noun) – a large number of things 
happening at the same time. 

 halt (noun) – stop, close, end. 
 underline (verb) – underscore, emphasize, 

highlight. 
 occurrence (noun) – appearance, existence; 

incidence, prevalence. 
 in fact (phrase) – actually, really, as a matter of 

fact. 
 so far (phrase) – until now, up to the present, up 

to this point. 
 background (noun) – circumstances, context, 

conditions, situation. 
 advocate (verb) – recommend, prescribe, advise, 

favour. 
 ongoing (adjective) – continuing, happening/ 

occurring. 
 drive (noun) – campaign, crusade, movement, 

effort, push. 
 accelerate (verb) – increase, speed up, expedite, 

hurry up. 
 keep pace with (phrase) – progress at the same 

speed as. 
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 call for (phrasal verb) – require, publicly ask 
/necessitate, demand. 

 candidate vaccine BNT162b2 (noun) – mRNA-
based vaccine candidate produced by Pfizer and 
BioNTech. 

 candidate vaccine mRNA-1273 (noun) – mRNA-
1273 is an an mRNA vaccine candidate which was 
co-developed by Moderna and investigators from 
NIAID’s Vaccine Research Center. 

 authorisation (noun) – approval, sanction, 
permission, consent, clearance. 

 profile (noun) – description, outline; summary of 
details. 

 replete with (adjective) – filled with, well 
supplied/stocked with, overloaded. 

 take off (phrasal verb) – remove, discard, shrug 
off. 

 untoward (adjective) – unexpected, 
unanticipated, inappropriate, inconvenient. 

 far (adverb) – very much, considerably, markedly, 
significantly. 

 outweigh (verb) – be greater than; take priority 
over, prevail over; offset, cancel out. 

 weigh on (one’s) mind (phrase) – to create/ 
produce a lot of worry/problem, particularly for a 
long period of time. 

 regulator (noun) – an association that supervises a 
particular business activity. 

 bar (noun) – barrier, restriction, limitation. 
 rely on (phrasal verb) – depend on; resort to, have 

recourse to. 
 exemplify (verb) – clarify, represent, illustrate (as 

an example). 
 trial (noun) – test, pilot study, experiment (phase 

1, 2,3, and or human/clinical trial). 
 pave the way for (phrase) – clear the way for, 

make preparations for, put things in order for. 
 as well as (phrase) – and also, and in addition. 
 expertise (noun) – proficiency, skill, knowledge, 

command. 
 transparency (noun) – clarity, 

straightforwardness, openness, honesty, 
unambiguity. 

 prompt (adjective) – quick, swift, rapid, speedy, 
fast. 

 thereby (adverb) – as a result of that. 
 one’s strong suit (phrase) – forte, strong point, 

strength, talent, skill. 
 in spite of (phrase) – despite, notwithstanding, 

regardless of. 
 scant (adjective) – little, little or no, minimal, 

hardly any. 
 efficacy (noun) – In medicine, the ability of an 

intervention (for example, a drug or surgery) to 
produce the desired beneficial effect; 
effectiveness, efficiency, power. 

 Adverse Events Following Immunisation (AEFI) 
(noun) – An Adverse event following immunization 
(AEFI) is any untoward medical occurrence which 
follows immunization and which does not 
necessarily have a causal relationship with the 
usage of the vaccine. The adverse event may be 
any unfavourable or unintended sign, abnormal 
laboratory finding, symptom or disease. 

 immunisation (noun) – the process whereby a 
person is made immune or resistant to an 
infectious disease, typically by the administration 
of a vaccine. Vaccines stimulate the body’s own 
immune system to protect the person against 
subsequent infection or disease. 

 adverse (adjective) – unfavourable, 
disadvantageous, bad. 

 in contrast to (phrase) – in opposition to. 
 U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) (noun) – The United States Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention is the national 
public health agency of the United States. It is a 
United States federal agency, under the 
Department of Health and Human Services, and is 
headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia. CDC is the 
U.S’s leading science-based, data-driven, service 
organization that protects the public’s health. 

 zealous (adjective) – passionate, impassioned, 
enthusiastic, eager, purposeful, intense, single-
minded. 

 attention (noun) – concentration, care, 
observation, attentiveness. 

****************************************************************************************** 

IMMIGRATION CONUNDRUM:  
ON DIVERSITY, MIGRATION AND THE AMERICAN DREAM 

The American Dream is struggling to remain a vision premised on diversity and migration 
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 It is unlikely that President Joe Biden ever imagined that it would be a cakewalk to undo some of the most 
damaging policies implemented by his predecessor Donald Trump, but even he might not have anticipated how quickly 
the thorny question of immigration reform could spiral into a full-blown crisis. In recent weeks, an unprecedented surge 
of unaccompanied minors at the U.S.’s southern border has pushed the need for comprehensive reform, front and centre. 
The sudden spike in their numbers in U.S. custody — over 4,000, according to reports — is already wearing federal 
resources thin. Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas struck a grim note when he said the U.S. was “on 
pace to encounter more individuals on the southwest border than we have in the last 20 years”. Complicating the entire 
exercise is the COVID-19 pandemic, which has made it impossible to take down a Trump-era emergency rule that gives 
border agents the authority to summarily turn away most migrants other than unaccompanied minors, denying them the 
right to have their asylum claims heard. In a sense, the mounting crisis is related to a sweeping immigration reform 
proposal unveiled by Mr. Biden’s administration a month ago, as well as smaller bills that the Democrat-controlled 
Congress could pass with less resistance, including measures to quicken the process for grant of legal status to agriculture 
workers and “Dreamers”, or undocumented immigrants who entered the U.S. as children. 
 There are also plans under way to redress the ills of the legal migration system, many obstacles to which were 
erected by the Trump White House, including a controversial rule to raise mandatory minimum pay for foreign workers on 
the H-1B visa for skilled immigrants that is largely granted to Indian nationals. Similarly, some analysts have estimated 
that the Biden administration’s proposed immigration bill could potentially increase annual ‘green card’ or permanent 
residency numbers by 35%. Mr. Biden’s broader, omnibus immigration legislation proposal includes an eight-year 
pathway to citizenship for the nearly 11 million undocumented immigrants and the use of hi-tech systems for border 
patrol enforcement. The right, led by the vocal Congressional Republican minority, has attacked all such proposals as not 
being tough enough and encouraging the border surge, whereas the left, led by Democrats such as Representatives Ilhan 
Omar and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, have taken on Mr. Biden for not being humane enough. The intractable immigration 
conundrum that the country has wrestled with from its very inception is whether the American Dream is an inclusivist 
vision of economic growth premised on embracing diversity and skilled migration, or whether the Trumpian ‘America 
First’ battle cry for nativist populism will carry the day. What Mr. Biden does in the months ahead will help answer this 
question. 

Meaning of Difficult Words: 
 immigration (noun) – the act of leaving one’s 

countries and moving to another country of which 
they are not natives, nor citizens, to settle or 
reside there, especially as permanent residents or 
naturalized citizens. 

 conundrum (noun) – problem, difficulty, 
quandary/dilemma. 

 diversity (noun) – existence/presence of different 
people (from a variety of backgrounds and 
perspectives ranging from race to age to gender to 
hometown to educational experience) within the 
group; variety, variance, difference. 

 migration (noun) – the movement of people 
within the borders of the same country or across 
international borders in order to find work or 
better living conditions. 

 American Dream (noun) – The set of ideals – 
which includes notions of individual rights, 
freedom, democracy, and equality – is arguably 
centered around the belief that each individual 
has the right and freedom to seek prosperity and 
happiness, regardless of where or into what 
circumstances they were born. 

 vision (noun) – concept, notion, idea; dream. 
 premise on (verb) – base something on. 

 unlikely (adjective) – doubtful, implausible, 
improbable, questionable. 

 cakewalk (noun) – easy task/job, child’s play, 
walkover. 

 undo (verb) – cancel, reverse, revoke, nullify, 
invalidate. 

 predecessor (noun) – previous holder of the post; 
forerunner, precursor, antecedent. 

 anticipate (verb) – expect, foresee, predict. 
 thorny (adjective) – problematic, tricky, delicate, 

controversial. 
 spiral (verb) – increase/rise rapidly, leap up, 

escalate. 
 full-blown (adjective) – fully developed, full-scale, 

full-blooded, fully-fledged, complete, thorough. 
 unprecedented (adjective) – not done or 

experienced before. 
 surge (noun) – sudden increase or rise of 

something. 
 unaccompanied (adjective) – alone, unescorted, 

unattended; isolated, separated. 
 comprehensive (adjective) – all-inclusive, 

complete, thorough, full, detailed. 
 front and centre (phrase) – in the front line; in the 

most prominent position. 
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 spike (noun) – a sharp rise/increase of something. 
 wear thin (phrase) – (feeling, explanation, activity 

&, etc.) to become weaker; to become less 
effective; to become out-of-date or less popular; 
to become less convincing; to become less 
acceptable (gradually). 

 federal (adjective) – relating to a system of 
government in which establishments such as 
states or provinces share power with a national 
government. 

 strike a note (phrase) – express/communicate, 
call/bring to mind, cite. 

 grim (adjective) – distressing, upsetting, worrying, 
unpleasant, dismal, awful. 

 encounter (verb) – experience, come up against, 
come across, be faced with. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 
disease; The illness spreads around the world and 
typically affects a large number of people across a 
wide area. 

 take down (phrasal verb) – remove, dismantle, 
demolish. 

 summarily (adverb) – immediately, instantly, 
straight away. 

 turn away (phrasal verb) – repel, reject, rebuff, 
send away. 

 asylum (noun) – protection provided by a foreign 
country to somebody who is unable or unwilling to 
return to their home country due to fear of 
persecution (harm, harassment or oppression). 

 in a sense (phrase) – partly; in some way(s); in a 
way, somewhat. 

 mounting (adjective) – increasing, growing, rising, 
escalating. 

 sweeping (adjective) – overwhelming, decisive, 
thorough, complete, total, unconditional, 
unlimited, unrestricted. 

 unveil (verb) – present, disclose, make public. 
 as well as (phrase) – and also, and in addition. 
 resistance (noun) – opposition, refusal, denial. 
 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 
 grant (noun) – issuing, allocation, allotment. 
 Dreamer/DREAMer (noun) – an undocumented 

immigrant who entered the U.S. as a child. 
 under way (phrase) – in progress, happening, 

occurring, taking place. 
 redress (verb) – rectify, correct, put right, set 

right, compensate. 
 ills (noun) – problems, troubles, difficulties. 
 erect (verb) – create, establish, form/set up. 

 H-1B visa (noun) – it permits a foreign professional 
(with a (min. 4 years) university degree or its 
equivalent) to work in specialty occupations (or 
skilled employments) in the United States (issued 
for a max of 6 years in total). 

 potentially (adverb) – likely, may be, possibly, 
probably. 

 green card (noun) – it is officially known as a 
“Permanent Resident Card” and it allows a person 
to live and work permanently in the United States. 

 broader comparative adjective of broad 
(adjective) – comprehensive, inclusive, extensive, 
wide-ranging. 

 omnibus (adjective) – the Latin word literally 
meaning “for all”; consisting of several 
parts/items. 

 legislation (noun) – a body of laws, rules, 
regulations, statutes. 

 undocumented (adjective) – not having the proper 
legal document. 

 patrol (noun) – vigil, guard, watch, monitoring. 
 vocal (adjective) – vociferous, outspoken, 

forthright; relating to someone who expresses 
his/her views frankly. 

 take on (phrasal verb) – oppose, challenge, 
confront. 

 humane (adjective) – compassionate, considerate, 
sympathetic, kind-hearted. 

 intractable (adjective) – unmanageable, 
uncontrollable, ungovernable. 

 wrestle (verb) – grapple, fight, struggle/battle. 
 inception (noun) – setting up, origination, 

establishment, institution, foundation/formation. 
 inclusivist (adjective) – relating to a theory of 

inclusivism that steers a middle course by agreeing 
with exclusivism that one religion has the most 
value while also agreeing with a pluralism that 
others still have significant religious value. 

 embrace (verb) – welcome, accept, adapt. 
 battle cry (noun) – slogan, motto, watchword, 

catchphrase, catchword. 
 nativist (adjective) – relating to the political policy 

of promoting the interests of native inhabitants 
against those of immigrants. 

 populism (noun) – policies that supposedly 
represent the opinions of ordinary people 
(Courtesy: VOA Learning English). 

 carry the day (phrase) – win, accomplish, gain, 
secure, effect.  


