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A BATTLE IN THE SAME VEIN: ON MANIFESTOS ANNOUNCED BY TN PARTIES 
Freebies form the core of the promises made by the main parties in Tamil Nadu 

 Tamil Nadu, which has seen tumultuous political changes in the last five years, is set for one more round of 
a familiar battle in the Assembly election on April 6. Its two principal parties, the DMK and the ruling AIADMK, have 
stitched up pre-poll alliances and taken the lion’s share of the 234 seats to be contested. Both parties have, by and 
large, retained their allies of the 2019 Lok Sabha election. While the Congress, which appears to be enthused by the 
visits of its leader Rahul Gandhi to the State, occupies the second slot in the DMK-led alliance with 25 seats, its 
national-level adversary, the BJP, after aggressive posturing, has had to be content with the 20 seats allotted to it in 
the AIADMK-led coalition. As this is the first Assembly election after the passing of Jayalalithaa and M. Karunanidhi, 
the AIADMK, in power for the last 10 years, and the DMK, both shorn of charismatic leaders, have thrown in offers 
of an unusually large number of freebies. The DMK, apart from making, in the run-up to its manifesto release, an 
offer of ₹1,000 a month to the woman-head of every family, has promised ₹4,000 to each pandemic-hit ration 
cardholder (around two crores totally); a subsidy of Rs.100 per cooking gas cylinder and a reduction in petrol and 
diesel prices. The AIADMK’s assurances include Rs.1,500 a month to the woman-head of each family, six cooking gas 
cylinders annually, a washing machine and solar-powered cook stove and a 50% subsidy in city bus fares for women. 
It is debatable how these promises will be kept as the State’s fiscal indicators, according to the Fifteenth Finance 
Commission’s report, have plunged, from 2012-13 to 2018-19. The parties and their allies should concentrate on 
substantive issues such as public health. The Commission has pointed out that the prevalence of anaemia among 
women and children is 55% and 50.7%, against the national average of 53.1% and 58.6%. Neither party has 
addressed such issues satisfactorily in their manifestos. 
 There are other parties such as the MNM, led by veteran actor Kamal Haasan, the AMMK of T.T.V. 
Dhinakaran and the NTK of actor-director Seeman. Heterogenous in character, the first two are apparently 
positioning themselves as serious contenders, with the NTK seeking to don the role of a neo-Tamil nationalist party. 
Opinion polls point to the likelihood of the DMK-led front securing a comfortable majority, while the ruling party is 
trying to play catch-up using the governance track record of CM Edappadi K. Palaniswami. As of now, the campaign 
has been devoid of personal attacks. But, it would take a lot more doing on the part of the principal players to keep 
at bay forces thriving on parochialism, divisive politics and hate culture. 
 

Meaning of Difficult Words: 
 in the same vein (phrase) – in the same style; of 

similar kind. 
 manifesto (noun) – a publication issued by a 

political party before a General Election. It 
contains the set of policies that the party stands 
for and would wish to implement if elected to 
govern; (policy) statement, declaration, 
pronouncement. 

 freebie (noun) – a thing that is provided without 
charge; giveaway, handout. 

 tumultuous (adjective) – stormy, turbulent, 
volatile; roller-coaster, out of control, confused, 
unrestrained. 

 stitch up (phrasal verb) – arrange, organize (a 
deal/agreement to someone’s benefit). 

 alliance (noun) – coalition, association, union, 
partnership. 

 the lion’s share (phrase) – the most of something, 
the largest part of something; the greater number 
of, the main part of, more than half of, the bulk of 
something. 

 by and large (phrase) – generally, altogether, all 
things considered. 

 ally (noun) – partner, confederate, supporter (in a 
political alliance). 

 enthuse (verb) – motivate, spur/stimulate, 
encourage. 

 slot (noun) – place, position. 
 adversary (noun) – rival, enemy, nemesis, 

opponent. 
 aggressive (adjective) – assertive, forceful, 

vigorous. 
 posture (noun) – position. 
 content with (verb) – be satisfied, satisfy oneself. 
 passing (noun) – death, demise, passing away. 
 be shorn of (phrasal verb) – to have something 

important removed from you. 
 charismatic (adjective) – strong in character, full 

of personality, attractive, appealing, captivating, 
fascinating. 

 throw in (phrasal verb) – add, include something 
(free). 
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 run-up to (noun) – a period of time just before an 
important event. 

 subsidy (noun) – also called subvention; a financial 
contribution granted to help an industry or 
business, mostly given by a government, in order 
to keep the price of service/goods at a low level. 

 debatable (adjective) – controversial, contentious, 
questionable/arguable. 

 fiscal (adjective) – financial. 
 indicator (noun) – measure, index, gauge. 
 Finance Commission (noun) – It is a 

Constitutionally mandated body that is at the 
centre of fiscal federalism. Set up under Article 
280 of the Constitution of India, its core 
responsibility is to evaluate the state of finances of 
the Union and State Governments, recommend 
the sharing of taxes between them, lay down the 
principles determining the distribution of these 
taxes among States. The first Finance Commission 
was set up in 1951 and there have been fifteen so 
far. 

 Fifteenth Finance Commission (noun) – The 
Fifteenth Finance Commission was constituted on 
27 November 2017 against the backdrop of the 
abolition of the Planning Commission (as also of 
the distinction between Plan and non-Plan 
expenditure) and the introduction of the goods 
and services tax (GST), which has fundamentally 
redefined federal fiscal relations. It is constituted 
to give recommendations for devolution of taxes 
and other fiscal matters for five fiscal years, 
commencing 01.04.2020. 

 plunge (verb) – fall/drop, plummet, tumble, 
nosedive suddenly & uncontrollably. 

 ally (noun) – partner, confederate, supporter (in a 
political alliance). 

 substantive (adjective) – important, significant, 
meaningful, considerable. 

 public health (noun) – the branch of medicine 
handling public health; public health is also the 
science of protecting and improving the health of 
people and their communities through education, 
policy making and research for disease and injury 
prevention. 

 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, mention, 
indicate, draw attention to. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 
sort out. 

 prevalence (noun) – it refers to the number of 
cases of a disease that are present in a particular 
population at a given time whereas “incidence” 
refers to the number of new cases that develop in 
a given period of time. 

 anaemia (noun) – a decrease in the total amount 
of red blood cells (RBCs) or hemoglobin in the 
blood. 

 satisfactorily (adverb) – acceptably. 
 veteran (noun) – (long-serving) expert, seasoned, 

mature, established/experienced (person in an 
area of activity). 

 heterogenous (adjective) – diverse, varied, 
varying, contrasting, different, differing, divergent, 
unrelated. 

 in character (phrase) – usual, typical, normal. 
 apparently (adverb) – seemingly, evidently, it 

appears that. 
 seek (verb) – try, attempt, aim. 
 don (verb) – put on, dress in, get into. 
 neo- (prefix) – new. 
 opinion poll (noun) – a broad term used for any 

typically public-facing (and often published) 
survey/poll designed to better understand public 
opinion. 

 point to (verb) – indicate, suggest, denote. 
 likelihood (noun) – probability, chance, possibility. 
 front (noun) – political group, party, faction/camp. 
 secure (verb) – obtain, acquire, gain, get. 
 play catch-up (phrase) – try to match a 

rival/competitor (in a sport or game or contest). 
 track record (noun) – previous performance, 

previous accomplishments, previous 
achievements. 

 campaign (noun) – an organized effort which 
seeks to influence the decision-making progress 
within a specific group. 

 devoid of (adjective) – without, free of/free from. 
 keep at bay (phrase) – prevent someone/ 

something from coming nearer. 
 thrive on (phrasal verb) – to enjoy something, 

particularly one that other people find unpleasant; 
to be successful at something particularly one that 
other people find difficult. 

 parochialism (noun) – narrow-mindedness, 
localism, provincialism. 

 divisive (adjective) – alienating/isolating, 
disharmonious, discordant. 

 
****************************************************************************************** 
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BRIDGING THE GAP: ON DEFICIT IN OBC, SC POSITIONS VACANT AT IIMS 
Govt. should sponsor preparatory plans to help fill faculty posts in Central institutions 

 A severe deficit in the number of OBC, SC, ST candidates recruited as faculty in Central institutes of higher 
education has been revealed by Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal in Parliament, drawing attention once 
again to the pallid state of reservation in some of India’s elite institutions. Some of the striking data show 62% 
unfilled vacancies for SC in the IIMs and 90% for OBC in the IISc, while vacant positions are on average about 38% to 
52%, taking Central Universities, IISERs, IIT (non-faculty), IGNOU, and Sanskrit Central Universities into account. The 
data confirm that the trend seen earlier in the IIT system extends to many more institutions, highlighting a serious 
mismatch between the government’s equity-building goals and actual recruitment outcomes. In the case of the IITs, 
an official committee suggested that the way out would be to exempt these institutions from reservation, as 
provided for under the Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in Teachers’ Cadre) Act, 2019, or to dereserve 
lower faculty positions after a year, if suitable candidates from the beneficiary communities are not found. This 
cannot obviously be a salutary course for official policy, when the reservation system, envisaged as an improvement 
on western ideals of affirmative action, is widely seen as the shortest path to equality and equity. What could help 
bridge the gap is a better understanding of the lacunae in the education system, marked by a sea of deprived public 
schools and colleges, hyper-commercialised private universities and colleges and islands of elite institutions such as 
the IIMs. 
 The failure of the Central higher education institutions to recruit faculty to all the reserved positions is 
usually attributed to the absence of enough qualified candidates, as the Education Ministry’s committee for IITs did. 
One of the forward-looking remedial measures suggested by the panel was to start government-sponsored 
preparatory programmes, which would both equip aspiring faculty, and create a pool of research talent. This has 
merit in the context of management, science and other disciplines, and in the short term, could help qualified 
individuals overcome the deficiencies of their preparatory years. Such courses would also make these institutions of 
higher learning more socially responsive, meeting the goal of addressing historical deprivation of communities 
based on caste. Yet, there are larger questions that need answers, and which continue to be agitated in courts. One 
of them is whether there should not be even greater attention devoted to the most marginalised within the 
reserved categories, such as SC, since trickle down quota benefits for them are scarce. The egalitarian answer would 
be to continue expanding the pie of opportunity in the public realm, through ever greater funding of quality 
universal education at all levels and aiding the deprived through affirmative action on the road to equality. 
 

Meaning of Difficult Words: 
 bridge the gulf/gap (phrase) – try to find a way to 

reduce the gap and bring the two separate 
viewpoints together. 

 deficit (noun) – shortfall, deficiency, shortage, 
lack. 

 sponsor (verb) – support, back, promote, 
fund/finance. 

 preparatory (adjective) – preliminary, initial, 
introductory, basic, elementary. 

 faculty (noun) – a teaching (or research) staff (in a 
university, college, or school). 

 draw attention to (phrase) – emphasize, highlight, 
underscore; focus on. 

 pallid (adjective) – uninteresting, feeble, dull, 
boring, uninspired, insipid, lifeless, spiritless. 

 reservation (noun) – a system of affirmative 
action in India that provides historically 
disadvantaged groups representation in 
education, employment, and politics. 

 elite (noun as modifier) – superior in quality; the 
best. 

 striking (adjective) – noticeable, obvious, evident, 
visible, distinct, prominent, notable. 

 Indian Institutes of Science Education and 
Research (IISERs) (noun) – a group of premier 
public research institutions in India. The IISERs 
represent a unique initiative in India where 
teaching and education are integrated with state-
of-the-art research, nurturing both curiosity and 
creativity in an intellectually vibrant atmosphere 
of research. The Government of India, through the 
Ministry of Education, has established seven 
Indian Institutes of Science Education and 
Research (IISERs). These institutes are located in 
Berhampur (established in 2016), Bhopal (in 2008), 
Mohali (in 2007), Pune (in 2006), Kolkata (in 2006), 
Thiruvanantapuram (in 2008) and Tirupati (in 
2015). 
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 take into account (phrase) – consider, take into 
consideration, have regard to, reckon with. 

 highlight (verb) – underline, underscore, 
emphasize, call attention to. 

 mismatch (noun) – discrepancy, inconsistency, 
contradiction. 

 outcome (noun) – result, effect, consequence. 
 the way out (noun) – a method of dealing with a 

problem; solution. 
 exempt (verb) – free from, not liable to, not 

subject to (an obligation). 
 Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in 

Teachers’ Cadre) Act, 2019 (noun) – An Act to 
provide for the reservation of posts in 
appointments by direct recruitment of persons 
belonging to the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled 
Tribes, the socially and educationally backward 
classes and the economically weaker sections, to 
teachers’ cadre in certain Central Educational 
Institutions established, maintained or aided by 
the Central Government, and for matters 
connected therewith or incidental thereto. It shall 
be deemed to have come into force on the 7th day 
of March, 2019. 

 dereserve (verb) – remove from (reservation/ 
quota). 

 beneficiary (noun) – recipient, receiver. 
 obviously (adverb) – clearly, evidently, manifestly, 

noticeably. 
 salutary (adjective) – good, helpful/useful, 

beneficial, practical, valuable. 
 envisage (verb) – foresee, anticipate, expect. 
 ideal (noun) – principle, standard, belief, 

conviction. 
 affirmative action (noun) – it means positive steps 

taken to increase the representation of (women 
and) minorities in areas of employment, 
education, and culture from which they have been 
historically excluded. 

 equality (noun) – equal rights, equal 
opportunities, non-discrimination. 

 equity (noun as modifier) – fairness/justness, 
neutrality, impartiality, lack of discrimination, 
egalitarianism. 

 lacunae (plural of) lacuna (noun) – a gap/empty 
space; missing part of something. 

 sea (noun) – multitude, a host of, lot, large 
number, great quantity. 

 hyper- (prefix) – over; beyond; excessively. 

 commercialized (adjective) – profit-oriented, 
money-oriented, materialistic. 

 island (noun) – isolated, detached thing 
(institution in this context). 

 attribute to (verb) – ascribe, assign, 
connect/associate with. 

 absence (noun) – lack, unavailability, deficiency. 
 forward-looking (adjective) – progressive, 

reforming, liberal, radical. 
 remedial (adjective) – corrective, restorative, 

reparative. 
 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 
 equip (verb) – prepare (for a particular 

task/situation). 
 aspiring (adjective) – ambitious, self-seeking, 

aspirant, enthusiastic, determined, impassioned. 
 pool (noun) – a group of people available for work 

(when needed as a resource). 
 merit (noun) – worthiness, value, quality. 
 context (noun) – situation; circumstances, 

conditions. 
 discipline (noun) – field of study, branch of 

knowledge. 
 in the short term (phrase) – in the (near) future. 
 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 

sort out. 
 deprivation (noun) – hardship, destitution, 

neediness, distress. 
 devote (verb) – allocate, assign, allot, commit. 
 marginalised (adjective) – treated as insignificant, 

treated as unimportant, neglected. 
 the marginalised (noun) – the people who are 

treated as insignificant, treated as unimportant, 
neglected. 

 trickle down (phrasal verb) – pass on benefits to 
the people at the bottom of the pyramid (by those 
at top of the system). 

 scarce (adjective) – insufficient, deficient, 
inadequate. 

 egalitarian (adjective) – common, equal, fair. 
 pie (noun) – a whole thing which can be 

shared/divided. 
 realm (noun) – area, field, domain (of activity). 
 in the public realm/domain (phrase) – if 

something (e.g. information) is in the public 
domain, people generally know about it since it is 
not secret. 

 aid (verb) – facilitate, help, assist. 
 on the road (phrase) – on the path/course (to 

achieve a specified result).  


