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POLITICS APART, TROUBLES APLENTY FOR KERALA 

Challenges await the new government in areas such as development, health and harmony 
 Kerala faces several serious challenges, which political parties seldom focus on as objects of resolution and include in 
their propaganda. Coming together under two coalitions in the State — the Left Democratic Front and the United Democratic 
Front — these political parties attribute issues of misrule, financial corruption, and nepotism against each other. While the ruling 
Front puts up proof of achievements in development and people’s welfare, the Opposition brings up charges of financial 
corruption and development failures against the ruling Front. Probing, rarely, any of the genuine challenges (often due to their 
own conflicting interests and goals within the front), the Opposition creates a politically disengaging environment. I would like to 
briefly focus on some of the crucial political challenges awaiting the new government. 
 

Sustenance of social security 
 Compared to the other States, Kerala has been concerned about the development consequences and is committed to 
resolving them by combining growth with equity. Severely hit by the severe cyclonic storm Ockhi in 2017, floods in 2018 and 
2019, and the novel coronavirus pandemic lockdown now, Kerala’s growth rates that were above the national rates are 
currently under downward pressure. Inflation hovers around 8%, worsening the situation. But the State provided commodities 
at fair prices through cooperatives such as SupplyCo (Kerala State Civil Supplies Corporation) and ConsumerFed (State 
Cooperatives Consumers’ Federation). Likewise, it could tide over the crisis of the pandemic lockdown by ensuring food security 
through its extensive Public Distribution System network. With a governmental restructuring of the economy into an equitable 
alternative for extending goods, services and credit to people, it could reverse the capitalist redistributive functions. Similarly, 
the long-term sustenance of the State’s health sector is a big task. It must be noted that the State’s health sector has been 
globally celebrated for retaining gains in indices such as high life expectancy, infant mortality rate, birth rate, and death rate, for 
containing the Nipah viral outbreak in 2018 and 2019, and COVID-19 now and has already been transformed through the 
Aardram mission, the State Health Insurance Agency 2020, and the Karunya Arogya Suraksha Padhathi 2020 besides multiple 
health insurance schemes. 
 Building an ecologically sustainable and resilient New Kerala is a big problem too. Projects such as the GAIL pipeline 
and City Gas are praiseworthy. Transport infrastructure development through the construction of roads, bypasses and highways 
is great. So does the expansion of the Kerala Highway Research Institute as a Centre of Excellence for innovation in design, 
construction, maintenance, quality assurance, and safety of roads. Making all this effort towards rapid urbanisation (which 
involves land diversion, wetland reclamation, and deforestation) to be environmentally sustainable is too difficult. It should go 
well with the State’s move to invest tremendously in agriculture, livestock, fisheries, forestry, and the traditional industries. A 
major engagement is the opening up of ecologically sustainable alternative development paths leading to systemic change in the 
economy. Adding to this, climate change-induced disasters (though they hardly ever spread panic unlike the pandemic), need 
special emphasis to make sure that planners do not overlook them in future development. 
 

Knowledge economy 
 With the distinct understanding that investment in knowledge and human capital guarantees long-run development, 
Budget 2021-22 leapfrogs into the knowledge economy. It is for the first time in the country that a State Budget has recognised 
new knowledge, a crucial non-finite resource and democratisation of its benefits, as the key driver to future productivity-growth 
and equitable social development. It quite realistically envisages various schemes for boosting accumulation of knowledge-
based capital through higher education institutions and provides for the growth of hi-tech industries, innovative start-ups, 
expansion of the service sector, and the opening up of avenues of self-employment. Universities are called upon to fill their 
curricula with the latest science-tech hybrid fields of knowledge as current in the developed world. Indeed, it is important that 
higher education institutions develop the necessary competency to create and transact new knowledge for the growth of the 
State’s intellectual property. 
 However, people, who generally glorify the knowledge economy, seldom realise the fact that it is techno-capitalism, 
the latest version of capitalism dependent on technology and science, for the production and exchange of marketable 
knowledge. Organised into corporates, capitalists have globally established huge research centres for the generation of 
knowledge in various science-tech hybrid fields, which as intellectual property and patents (intangible assets), have 
unimaginable rates of exchange value. Deploying thousands of youth they confiscate their intellectual property by cleverly 
blurring the actual relationship with its author through the phenomenon called fetishism of both the commodity and capital. But 
the struggle lies in gaining precedence of critical knowledge over the production, consumption and exchange of marketable 
knowledge. An uncritical promotion of the knowledge society means only augmentation of knowledge-consuming people, who 
only buy it rather than creating it. The call has to be understood as an apposite political response to the fast developing techno-
capitalist global economy that demands that youth acquire innovative expertise and rare work-space skills in science-tech hybrid 
fields. 
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Decline of democracy 
 The decline of democracy and secularism and the rise of communalism (a global and national threat), pose a big 
question to the state polity. In India, caste divisiveness adds to this degenerative process which involves the loss of the 
foundational spirit of the country’s Constitution and the political quality of the citizenry. Communal beliefs feigning to be  
traditional knowledge find a place in all national policy papers including the Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy 
document. Traditional beliefs are being distinguished as indigenous science, without knowing that science is universal unlike 
beliefs, and which always improves itself through scientific proof. Beliefs obfuscate independent inquiries, undermine the 
credibility of research establishments, and curb the curiosity of youth. 
 Kerala has been untiringly opposing communal obscurantism and fascism to champion the cause of secularism and 
democracy. But in recent times, the play of deadly sentiments, false identities, and obscurantism has set in, thereby harming 
humanism and scientific temper. A State that awe-inspiringly demonstrated oneness during the recent crises of floods and 
disease in the sharing of prayer halls and worship spaces across religions soon showed the face of divisiveness too. An upper 
caste identity crisis and patriarchal prejudices spread obscurantism to block the entry of women to Sabarimala and the casteist 
organisation could misuse the sentiments for political gains. Similarly, obscurantism of two rival Christian factions could block 
the implementation of a Supreme Court order using the threat of religious strife. Kerala’s polity is increasingly facing an 
impairment of democracy and secularism as an ever intensifying threat due to politicians nibbling at the jigs of votes on the 
anglers of religious and caste heads. 
 

Confronting global economy 
 Like any other State in India, a major political problem before Kerala lies in addressing the local consequences of the 
global economy that reaches everywhere in search of cheap labour, low tax, and a least regulatory environment. Its reckless 
accessing of natural resources through networks of worldwide communication, decentralised extraction, production, and 
exchange affects life even in the recesses of villages. Any local situation today owes its stress to the global process that makes 
the national economy fragmented and entangled in the process of world economic development. Developmental consequences 
range from a loss of employment and livelihoods, forced displacement and relocations, health hazards and disabilities and even 
suicides and democides. Indirect developmental consequences by way of ecological destruction, climate change, and natural 
disasters affect people in the same way too. 
 Making the government through the process of electoral contests is hugely expensive for the nation as well as political 
parties. Most parties generate income through questionable means when they are in power, for what they mobilise from the 
clientele is insufficient in managing the electorates. A transnational class that manages the global economy decides which 
coalition should constitute the government, be it national or regional, and for what priority. They manage it through a mutual 
relationship of exchange — exchange of money for access to natural resources under the control of state power to enhance 
capital gains. This is inevitably an exchange at the expense of social justice, democracy and environment. How to confront the 
global economy through a feasible type of upheaval is a huge challenge for a genuine democratic government. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 
 apart (adverb) – aside, to the side. 
 aplenty (adjective) – in large quantities, in large numbers, 

in abundance. 
 harmony (noun) – unity, solidarity, oneness, brotherhood/ 

sisterhood. 
 seldom (adverb) – hardly, rarely, almost never. 
 propaganda (noun) – the (deliberate & systemic) 

spreading of information; promotion, advertising, 
publicity, advocacy. 

 attribute (verb) – hold responsible for; connect/associate 
with. 

 misrule (noun) – misgovernment, mismanagement, 
mishandling. 

 nepotism (noun) – favouritism, preferential treatment, 
patronage/partiality. 

 put up (phrasal verb) – display, present. 
 bring up (phrasal verb) – raise something (a point/issue) 

for discussion. 
 disengaging (adjective) – disconnecting, detaching, 

separating, withdrawing/retreating. 

 sustenance (noun) – means of support, support, 
maintenance. 

 social security (scheme/benefit) (noun) – (In India) social 
security schemes/benefits cover these (Pension, Health 
Insurance, and Medical Benefit, Disability Benefit, 
Maternity Benefit, Gratuity) social insurances. Employers 
in the organized sector are entitled to coverage under 
these social security schemes. A large number of Indian 
workers in the unorganized/informal sector may not have 
an opportunity to participate in each of these schemes. 

 consequence (noun) – outcome, ramification, 
repercussion. 

 equity (noun) – fairness, fair-mindedness, justness, justice. 
 storm (noun) – low-pressure weather system; cyclone. 
 downward pressure (noun) – downward movement (from 

a higher to a lower level). 
 inflation (noun) – simply meaning “cost of living”; an 

increase of price level of goods & services and vice versa 
decrease of currency value. 

 hover (verb) – remain at a level. 
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 tide over (phrasal verb) – sustain; support, assist, aid 
(someone in difficulty with money, food, etc.). 

 food security (noun) – food security is a situation that 
exists when all people, at all times, have physical,  social 
and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food 
that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an 
active and healthy life. 

 Public Distribution System (PDS) (noun) – The Public 
Distribution System (PDS) in the country facilitates the 
supply of food grains and distribution of essential 
commodities to a large number of poor people through a 
network of Fair Price Shops at a subsidized price on a 
recurring basis. 

 capitalist (adjective) – relating to the people with the idea 
of personal profit and success. 

 redistributive (adjective) – relating to the transfer of 
income and wealth (including physical property) from 
some individuals to others by means of a social 
mechanism such as taxation, charity, welfare, public 
services and etc. 

 indices plural of index (noun) – indicator, guide. 
 life expectancy (noun) – an average lifetime of a human 

being. 
 mortality rate (noun) – (in a particular time/for a cause) 

the rate of death. 
 Nipah virus (noun) – a zoonotic virus (it is transmitted 

from animals to humans) and can also be transmitted 
through contaminated food or directly between people. 

 ecologically (adverb) – environment-friendly. 
 sustainable (adjective) – reasonable, sensible, well-

founded (without disturbing the balance of nature and 
then without exhausting all of the natural resources). 

 resilient (adjective) – strong, sturdy, durable, buoyant. 
 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or organisational 

structure for something (to function properly).   
 Centre of Excellence (COE) (noun) – a team of skilled 

knowledge workers whose mission is to provide the 
organization they work for with best practices around a 
particular area of interest. 

 urbanisation (noun) – a process of creating urban areas. It 
is a result of population migration from rural areas in 
addition to natural urban demographic growth. 

 land diversion (noun) – It means using land assessed to 
one purpose for any other purpose. 

 wetland (noun) – an area of land that is saturated with 
water; areas where water covers the soil or is present 
either at or near the surface of the soil all year or for 
varying periods of time during the year, including during 
the growing season. 

 reclamation (noun) – rehabilitation, renewal, reformation. 
 deforestation (noun) – it is when humans remove or clear 

large areas of forest lands and related ecosystems for non-
forest use. 

 livestock (noun) – farm animals (cattle, goats & etc). 
 fishery (noun) – areas of the sea where fish are caught in 

large quantities for commercial purposes. 

 forestry (noun) – forest management, forest planting, tree 
growing/forestation. 

 climate change (noun) – a long-term change in the Earth’s 
climate, or of a region on Earth (Courtesy: NASA). 

 induced (adjective) – produced, effected. 
 overlook (verb) – neglect, ignore, disregard, turn a blind 

eye. 
 leapfrog (verb) – jump over; improve, advance quickly (to 

a high-level job/position from a low-level job/position by 
surpassing/outperforming others or skipping over some 
stages in the process); pass over, get past (an obstacle). 

 non-finite (adjective) – not finite. 
 democratisation (noun) – the introduction of a democratic 

system. 
 driver (noun) – factor. 
 envisage (verb) – foresee, anticipate, expect. 
 avenue (noun) – way, method, direction, approach. 
 call upon (phrasal verb) – demand, require, ask formally. 
 curriculum (noun) – syllabus, course of studies, subjects. 

(curricula is the plural form of the curriculum). 
 hybrid (adjective) – composed/combined of different 

elements. 
 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 
 competency (noun) – skill, prowess, ability, expertise. 
 transact (verb) – enact, manage, handle, organize, 

conduct. 
 intellectual property (noun) – a category of property that 

includes intangible creations of the human intellect. The 
most well-known types are copyrights, patents, 
trademarks, and trade secrets. 

 capitalism (noun) – an economic system based on private 
ownership; private enterprise, private ownership. 

 marketable (adjective) – in demand, sought-after, wanted. 
 intangible (adjective) – impalpable, untouchable, invisible. 
 intangible asset (noun) – a resource that has no physical 

presence and has long-term value for a business. 
 deploy (verb) – use, utilize, employ.  
 confiscate (verb) – to seize/take away something 

(property) from someone as a penalty/punishment by a 
government or other public authority; appropriate, 
impound. 

 blur (verb) – become indistinct/unclear, lessen, decrease, 
diminish, reduce. 

 phenomenon (noun) – situation, circumstance. 
 fetishism (noun) – excessive interest in a subject/matter. 
 lie (verb) – be present, exist. 
 precedence (noun) – priority, preference, first place, 

primacy. 
 augmentation (noun) – increase, expansion, 

multiplication, enlargement. 
 call (for) (noun) – demand, appeal; requirement, need, 

necessity. 
 apposite (adjective) – appropriate, suitable, apt, befitting. 
 expertise (noun) – proficiency, skill, knowledge, 

command. 
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 secularism (noun) – the belief that religion should not 
have a strong influence in education or other public parts 
of society. 

 work-space skills (plural noun) – workplace skills help you 
perform your daily tasks on behalf of the business you 
work for. (Examples of workplace skills are 
communication, management, problem-solving, 
organization, self-regulation, teamwork, time 
management and etc.). 

 communalism (noun) – adherence/obedience to one’s 
own ethnic group (against the principle/practice of living 
together in a wider society). 

 polity (noun) – a politically organized society. 
 divisiveness (noun) – division, animosity, discord/hostility. 
 add to (phrasal verb) – increase, amplify, intensify. 
 degenerative (adjective) – deteriorating, weakening, 

declining. 
 citizenry (noun) – all the people/citizens (of a 

place/country considered as a whole). 
 feign (verb) – pretend, make believe, fake/pose (to be 

affected by a feeling). 
 indigenous (adjective) – native/local; original. 
 universal (adjective) – relating to all people; all-inclusive, 

all-embracing, comprehensive. 
 obfuscate (verb) – confuse, complicate, make unclear. 
 undermine (verb) – reduce, diminish, impede, hinder. 
 credibility (noun) – trustworthiness, reliability, integrity. 
 curb (verb) – control, contain, restrict, limit. 
 curiosity (noun) – strong desire, interest. 
 obscurantism (noun) – deliberate obscurity (non-

recognition) of something true/facts. 
 fascism (noun) – absolute rule, authoritarianism, 

totalitarianism. 
 champion (verb) – uphold, support, back. 
 identity (noun) – a social category, a set of persons 

marked by a label and distinguished by rules deciding 
membership and (alleged) characteristic features or 
attributes. 

 set in (phrasal verb) – (of something unpleasant) begin, 
start, develop gradually. 

 thereby (adverb) – as a result of that. 
 humanism (noun) – a democratic and ethical life stance 

that affirms that human beings have the right and 
responsibility to give meaning and shape to their own 
lives. Humanism stands for the building of a more humane 
society through an ethics based on human and other 
natural values in a spirit of reason and free inquiry through 
human capabilities. 

 temper (noun) – mind, nature, character. 
 awe-inspiringly (adverb) – breathtakingly, stunningly,  

astonishingly. 
 oneness (noun) – amicability, friendship, unity/solidarity. 
 patriarchal (adjective) – relating to cultures or societies 

that are controlled by men. 

 prejudice (noun) – discrimination, partiality, intolerance, 
bigotry. 

 casteist (adjective) – relating to something which has an 
attachment to a caste system. 

 faction (noun) – group, section, division (within a larger 
group). 

 strife (noun) – conflict, friction, discord, disagreement. 
 impairment (noun) – damage, deterioration, decline, 

worsening in quality. 
 nibble (verb) – move towards inch by inch (nibble 

generally means to take small bites; eat in small amounts). 
 jig (noun) – a type of fishing lure. A jig consists of a lead 

sinker with a hook molded into it and usually covered by a 
soft body to attract fish. 

 angler (noun) – fisherman. 
 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to sort 

out. 
 reckless (adjective) – careless, thoughtless, incautious, 

heedless, hasty. 
 decentralised (adjective) – relating to the transfer of the 

power/control of a department/government from a single 
place to other locations. 

 extraction (noun) – removal, taking out, withdrawal. 
 recesses (noun) – innermost parts, remote places, interior. 
 owe (verb) – be indebted, be under an obligation, be 

obligated. 
 fragmented (adjective) – divided, split, separated, 

disintegrated. 
 entangled (adjective) – implicated, embroiled, mixed up, 

bogged down. 
 livelihood (noun) – means of making a living with the basic 

necessities (food, water, shelter, and clothing); means of 
support, subsistence, source of income. 

 hazard (noun) – danger, threat, risk. 
 democide (noun) – (mass) murder of people by a 

government. 
 by way of (phrase) – via, by means of, as a form of. 
 means (noun) – way, method, mode. 
 mobilise (verb) – bring (resources) into use for a particular 

purpose/cause. 
 clientele (noun) – clients, customers, consumers. 
 electorate (noun) – all the people who entitled to vote in 

an election. 
 transnational (adjective) – involving/relating to two/more 

countries. 
 inevitably (adverb) – unavoidably, certainly, definitely. 
 at the expense of (phrase) – at the cost of, at the loss of; 

at the sacrifice of. 
 social justice (noun) – it is the view that everyone 

deserves equal economic, political, and social rights and 
opportunities. 

 feasible (adjective) – practicable, viable, realistic. 
 upheaval (noun) – disruption, upset, disturbance, trouble. 

 
 
 


