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SNAKES AND LADDERS: ON COMPETITIVE WEST BENGAL ASSEMBLY POLLS 
Disconcerting signs of violence are writ large in the electoral rhetoric in Bengal 

 Soaring political rhetoric has already set the tone for an intensely competitive Assembly election in 
West Bengal. The ferocity of the combat between the ruling Trinamool Congress and the challenger BJP is set 
to go further north. The BJP’s dramatic rise in 2019, when its vote tally crossed 40%, made its ambitions for 
power realistic, but also prompted drastic corrective measures by the Trinamool, which has been in power 
since 2011. The BJP has been trying to overcome its leadership deficiency by recruiting defectors, primarily 
from the TMC. It still cannot match the ground game of the Left Front that is in alliance with the Congress and 
the ISF under the new umbrella of the Sanjukta Morcha. The Morcha’s rally on February 28 was not surpassed 
by the BJP’s on March 7, which was addressed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi who is leading from the front. 
The absence of a recognisable chief ministerial candidate, and its patchy presence in much of the State are 
challenges to the BJP, but winning this election is within its reach. A large segment of the BJP voters remain 
silent and could mobilise themselves, if one goes by the 2019 experience. The dynamics of politics has changed 
since then, with new factors at play. 
 Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has rolled out new welfare schemes and reached out to regions and 
social groups that tilted towards the BJP. By declaring her candidacy from Nandigram, where she will take on 
former colleague Suvendu Adhikari who defected to the BJP, she has shown that she is on the offensive. The 
violence and corruption by her party cadres meanwhile continue to shadow her spirited fight, and that is going 
to be a focal point of the BJP offensive. Mr. Modi’s speech on Sunday called for a regime change. The second 
prong of the BJP strategy is communal polarisation, which seems to have been assigned to second-rung leaders 
who are frequently making not-so-veiled references and insinuations about dangers posed by Muslims. Ms. 
Banerjee’s appeal among Muslim voters could be unsettled by the mainstreaming of the Muslim outfit that 
goes by the misleading name of the Indian Secular Front by the Left Front. The Left has always accused the BJP 
and the TMC of competitive communalism but its new tactic has thrown open various possibilities. If the 
Morcha claims a segment of the anti-incumbency votes, it will weaken the BJP; if it splits TMC votes, it will help 
the BJP. And if a sharp communal polarisation emerges, it could benefit the TMC and the BJP. It was for drama 
effect that actor Mithun Chakraborty, who joined the BJP on Sunday, likened himself to a cobra that can kill in 
one strike, but disconcerting signs of violence are writ large in West Bengal. Violent language easily translates 
to violent action, as Bengal’s history has shown over the years. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 snakes and ladders (plural noun) – an ancient 

Indian board game; It is played on a game board 
with numbered, gridded squares. A number of 
“ladders” and “snakes” are pictured on the board, 
each connecting two specific board squares. The 
object of the game is to navigate one’s game 
piece, according to die/dice rolls, from the start 
(bottom square) to the finish (top square), helped 
by climbing ladders but hindered by falling down 
snakes. 

 competitive (adjective) – aggressive, fierce & 
intense, cut-throat. 

 disconcerting (adjective) – discomfiting, 
unsettling, disturbing. 

 rhetoric (noun) – the art of speaking or writing 
effectively & persuasively or impressively (but, 
often lacking substance); bombast, loftiness, 
hyperbole/extravagant language. 

 writ large (phrase) – very clear, more obvious. 
 soaring (adjective) – increasing rapidly. 
 set the tone (phrase) – to establish the 

mood/feeling of something. 
 ferocity (noun) – intensity, severity, strength. 
 set to (phrasal verb) – start doing something 

aggressively. 
 go north (phrase) – go up, increase. 
 prompt (verb) – induce, cause, motivate, 

persuade, encourage, impel, urge. 
 drastic (adjective) – extreme, serious, desperate, 

substantial. 
 corrective (adjective) – remedial, restorative, 

curative, reparative; correctional, punitive, 
reformatory. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 
 deficiency (noun) – weakness, weak point, 

shortcoming. 
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 defector (noun) – betrayer, turncoat, traitor. 
 ground game (noun) – canvassing, the main 

activity of a political ground game. (ground game 
generally means hand-to-hand combat that takes 
place while the combatants are on the ground). 

 alliance (noun) – association, union, partnership. 
 umbrella (modifier) – something (coalition) that 

has many different parts/elements. 
 rally (noun) – gathering, march, meeting. 
 surpass (verb) – be greater than, exceed. 
 address (verb) – give a talk to, give an address to, 

make a speech to. 
 lead from the front (phrase) – to demonstrate 

leadership (skills) by taking active role in what you 
are asking others to do. 

 absence (noun) – lack, unavailability, deficiency. 
 recognizable (adjective) – noticeable, notable, 

distinguishable. 
 patchy (adjective) – erratic, irregular, fluctuating, 

uneven. 
 within reach (phrase) – achievable, obtainable, 

realizable. 
 mobilise (verb) – bring (resources) into use for a 

particular purpose/cause. 
 go by (phrasal verb) – follow something. 
 dynamics (noun) – basic/fundamental cause or 

force which triggers change within a system. 
 at play (phrase) – in effect, happening. 
 roll out (phrasal verb) – launch, introduce, 

organize, inaugurate (something officially). 
 reach out (phrasal verb) – contact someone to 

obtain/offer help/assistance/cooperation. 
 tilt (verb) – change. 
 candidacy (noun) – the state/condition/fact of 

being a candidate, particularly in an election; 
candidate-ship. 

 take on (phrasal verb) – compete against, oppose, 
challenge, confront, face. 

 defect (verb) – go over to the enemy, change 
allegiances, change loyalties, change sides, turn 
traitor. 

 offensive (noun) – attacking campaign; 
drive/push, movement. 

 cadre (noun) – members of a group. 

 shadow (verb) – follow, trail, track. 
 spirited (adjective) – energetic, active, vigorous, 

dynamic, dashing, passionate, fiery. 
 focal point (noun) – main feature, central point. 
 call for (phrasal verb) – require, necessitate, ask 

for, demand. 
 regime (noun) – government. 
 prong (noun) – point. 
 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 

achieve a more expansive set of political, 
economic, and security interests). 

 polarisation (noun) – separation of two 
contrasting groups (based on different 
opinions/beliefs). 

 second-rung (adjective) – second-level. (rung 
means level, rank, position, grade). 

 not-so-veiled (adjective) – not-so-concealed, not-
so-hidden; direct, open. 

 insinuation (noun) – implication, hint/indication, 
suggestion (of something bad). 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause (a 
problem or danger or risk). 

 mainstream (verb) – bring something into the 
mianstream (something (certain beliefs/ ideas/ 
activities) which are accepted or recognized by 
most people as a normal or typical). 

 outfit (noun) – organization, group. 
 misleading (adjective) – deceptive, confusing, 

false. 
 secular (adjective) – non-religious. 
 communalism (noun) – adherence/obedience to 

one’s own ethnic group (against the 
principle/practice of living together in wider 
society). 

 throw open (phrasal verb) – make something 
accessible/attainable suddenly & fully. 

 possibility (noun) – chance, probability. 
 anti-incumbency (noun) – a situation which is 

against elected officials currently in power; 
discontent against ruling government/ party in 
power. 

 liken someone to (phrase) – compare, equate, 
correlate. 

 strike (noun) – attack. 
***************************************************************************************** 

AN ALARMING DIKTAT: ON SATYADEO NARAIN ARYA'S ASSENT 
Haryana’s new ‘75% jobs for locals’ law is a harbinger of doom 

 Haryana Governor Satyadeo Narain Arya’s assent to a law regulating private sector hiring portends a 
potentially perilous slide in India’s investment climate and its socio-economic framework. The Haryana State 
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Employment of Local Candidates Act of 2020 seeks to ensure that 75% of all jobs with gross monthly salaries of 
up to Rs.50,000 are provided to the State’s own residents. The clamour for preserving economic activity for 
‘sons of the soil’ is a recurrent theme now — Andhra Pradesh (AP) had passed a similar law in 2019, and the 
Madhya Pradesh CM has promised one to reserve 70% private sector jobs. Haryana’s law could face legal 
challenges like AP’s did, as it ostensibly flies in the face of the Constitution, especially Article 19(1)(g) and 
Article 16(2). Operationally, the law imposes onerous and contentious responsibilities on key personnel of 
firms in the State, including those with as few as 10 employees. There are three critical action points for 
businesses, attached to severe monetary penalties for perceived non-compliance. They need to register every 
employee earning Rs.50,000 on an official portal and employing 75% of locals in such jobs (presumably by 
removing existing non-Haryanvi employees beyond the 25% limit). Most preposterous is seeking exemptions to 
the law — firms can hire outsiders by proving that local candidates for a desired skill are not available. 
 Apart from the power to enter firms’ premises for inspections, officials will decide if a firm can hire an 
outsider or should train local candidates instead, till they become proficient enough. Even if this harks back to 
an ‘Inspector Raj’ system, the process would dissuade employers from operating in the State, thus defeating 
the idea of boosting local jobs when unemployment is running high. But this is not just about ‘Happening 
Haryana’ becoming a difficult place to do business. A single disruption in the Gurgaon back office operations of 
a global firm or the supplies of auto components, on account of the new law, would be damaging to India’s 
already fragile reputation as a stable, trustworthy investment destination with a talented workforce. A possible 
investor exodus aside, this runs counter to the Prime Minister’s ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ and ‘One Nation 
One Market’ slogans. Rising unemployment could spur more States to follow suit, and the logic could be 
extended to internal capital flows next. Bihar CM Nitish Kumar has already pointed out that Bihar’s deposits 
into the banking system are not matched by credit disbursals into the State. It is time the Centre dissuades 
such legislation which threatens to not only unleash a sort of ‘work visa’ regime for Indians within the country 
but also damage crucial workplace diversity. Immobilising a much-vaunted young workforce and rupturing the 
social fabric with this push for insularity would be the start of an unstoppable slide. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 alarming (adjective) – worrying, disturbing, 

shocking/distressing. 
 diktat (noun) – order, regulation, decree. 
 assent (noun) – approval, consent, sanction, 

agreement, acceptance. 
 harbinger (noun) – sign, indicator, indication, 

signal. 
 doom (noun) – destruction, downfall, grim fate, 

ruination, catastrophe, disaster. 
 regulate (verb) – control, oversee, administer 

something (by using rules and regulations). 
 portend (verb) – indicate, signal, foretell, augur. 
 potentially (adverb) – possibly, probably, likely. 
 perilous (adjective) – dangerous, risky, precarious, 

insecure, life-threatening. 
 slide (noun) – decline, fall, drop, descend (in 

quality to a lower level).  
 climate (noun) – atmosphere, situation. 
 socio-economic (adjective) – relating to the 

interaction of social (position, rank, or 
importance) and economic (income, pay, and 
wealth) aspects. 

 ek (verb) – aim, try to obtain; ask for, demand. 

 framework (noun) – structure, system 
organization. 

 Haryana State Employment of Local Candidates 
Act of 2020 (noun) – The Haryana state assembly 
passed the Haryana State Employment of Local 
Candidates Bill, 2020 in November 2020. The Bill 
seeks to reserve 75% of new jobs for local 
candidates in various companies, societies, trusts, 
and limited liability partnership firms situated in 
the state of Haryana.  This seeks to ensure that 
75% of all jobs with gross monthly salaries of up to 
₹50,000 are provided to the State’s own residents. 

 clamour (noun) – complaints, outcry, demand, 
calls. 

 preserve (verb) – protect, conserve, continue, 
maintain, perpetuate, safeguard, uphold. 

 sons of the soil (phrase) – the local inhabitants of 
a particular region; Sons of the soil are 
populations that are culturally dominant in a 
region of a country, demographically subordinate 
to the dominant culture of that country, and 
threatened by the migration of settlers from the 
dominant culture into their historical homeland. 
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 soil (noun) – territory. 
 seup to (phrase) – indicating a maximum amount. 
 recurrent (adjective) – repeated,periodic, 

recurring, regular, habitual, frequent. 
 reserve (verb) – make a reservation for, arrange 

for, secure (for a particular person). 
 ostensibly (adverb) – apparently, seemingly, 

supposedly. 
 fly in the face of (phrase) – go against, flout, defy, 

disobey, disregard, ignore. 
 Article 19(1)(g) of the Constitution of India (noun) 

– This Article 19 is about “Right to Freedom 
(Protection of certain rights regarding freedom of 
speech, etc)”. The Constitution of India, therefore 
taking into consideration the need and the 
importance of work, enshrines and has 
guaranteed a fundamental right under Article 19 
(1) (g) to practise any profession, or to carry on 
any occupation, trade or business. 

 Article 16(2) of the Constitution of India (noun) – 
Article 16 of the Constitution of India is about 
“Equality of opportunity in the matter of public 
employment”. Article 16 (2) emphasise that “no 
citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, 
caste, sex, descent, place of birth, residence or any 
of them, be ineligible for, or discriminated against 
in respect or, any employment or office under the 
State”. 

 onerous (adjective) – burdensome, difficult, 
tough, troublesome, stressful. 

 contentious (adjective) – controversial, 
disputable, debatable, disputed. 

 personnel (noun) – staff, employees, workforce. 
 action point (noun) – action item; one of a series 

of notes wrote down after a meeting stating what 
tasks need to be performed and who will do each 
one of them. 

 monetary penalty (noun) – fines; a requirement to 
pay a sum of money as a result of failing to comply 
with the conditions/regulations. 

 perceived (adjective) – regarded, considered, 
deemed; observed, discerned. 

 non-compliance (noun) – refusal, dissent, 
nonconformity, disagreement, objection, 
disobedience. 

 presumably (adverb) – probably, in all likelihood, 
undoubtedly, seemingly. 

 preposterous (adjective) – absurd, ridiculous; 
pointless. 

 exemption (noun) – exclusion, relief, exception. 

 premises (noun) – building, property, site, place. 
 proficient (adjective) – skilled, experienced, 

practised, trained. 
 hark back (phrasal verb) – recall, remember, 

recollect, think of something from the past. 
 “Inspector Raj” system (noun) – excessive 

regulation/supervision by the government. 
 dissuade (verb) – discourage, deter, prevent. 
 on account of (phrase) – because of, owing to, due 

to, by virtue of. 
 fragile (adjective) – weak, risky, unreliable, 

insecure; easily broken/destroyed. 
 reputation (noun) – good name, character, 

standing, stature, status, position. 
 workforce (noun) – workers, employees. 
 exodus (noun) – mass departure, evacuation, 

leaving/exit. 
 aside (adverb) – apart, notwithstanding. 
 run counter to (phrase) – to be opposed to, to be 

in conflict with. 
 spur (verb) – motivate, stimulate, encourage, 

galvanize. 
 follow suit (phrase) – emulate, copy, follow, take 

(another’s actions as an example). 
 capital movement (noun) – capital flows; when 

money for investment goes from one country to 
another. 

 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, mention, 
indicate, draw attention to. 

 disbursal (noun) – the act of paying out or 
disbursing/spending money. 

 legislation (noun) – a body of laws, rules, 
regulations, statutes. 

 unleash (verb) – let loose, release, let something 
go uncontrollably. 

 sort of (phrase) – to some extent, somewhat, 
somehow, slightly. 

 regime (noun) – system. 
 immobilise (verb) – disable, cripple, paralyse, 

inactive. 
 vaunted (adjective) – acclaimed, highly rated, 

admired. 
 rupture (verb) – sever, break, cut off, break off, 

disrupt. 
 fabric (noun) – the basic/fundamental structure. 
 insularity (noun) – the quality of being interested 

in their own country/state and not willing to 
accept anything (ideas, culture, etc,.) from outside 
of it.  


