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MISPLACED CONCERN: ON SUPREME COURT AND OTT REGULATION 
Supreme Court should not allow outrage industry to shape moves to tighten OTT content regulation 

 It is a matter of concern that the Supreme Court chose to convert a routine hearing on a petition for 
anticipatory bail from an executive of the Amazon Prime Video into an occasion to call for tightening the 
regulatory norms for over-the-top streaming services in the country. Aparna Purohit, India Commercial Head of 
the content streaming platform, sought advance bail after the Allahabad High Court denied her the relief with 
a sweeping declaration that some offending scenes on a new series, now deleted, constituted punishable 
offences. Accused of hurting religious sentiments by allowing the streaming of Tandav, Ms. Purohit did get 
protection from arrest, but what is disconcerting is that the Court went through the recently notified rules for 
digital media and intermediaries and observed that these lacked teeth. It is quite unusual and, in fact, 
gratuitous, that a constitutional court should push for more stringent rules after finding that the Information 
Technology (Guidelines for Intermediaries and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, did not provide for 
punishment and fine. The Court’s very approach is way out of line. The new rules are essentially restrictions on 
free speech and expression through digital media. Courts generally examine the validity of such curbs on free 
speech and decide whether they are reasonable or too restrictive. It is unusual that the apex court should seek 
to go beyond what the executive describes as ‘soft-touch monitoring’, and press for inclusion of punishment 
clauses. 
 The Court seems to be concerned about obscenity and uncensored content on streaming services, the 
ostensible reason for its incursion into regulatory territory, when there was no challenge to the new rules 
before it. When the matter is taken up again, the Court should bestow attention on the High Court order that 
gave rise to the proceedings, an order that shows extraordinary zeal to protect religious sentiment. While 
refusing pre-arrest bail, the High Court has made an unusual claim that the title ‘Tandav’ itself could hurt the 
sentiments of a majority of Indians because it is associated with Lord Shiva. It has observed that alluding to 
Lord Ram gaining popularity on social media is a reference to the Ayodhya dispute, and, therefore, offensive. It 
has a sweeping claim that the Hindi film industry, in contrast to its southern counterparts, was generally 
disrespectful to the Hindu religion. It would be unfortunate if the judiciary lets itself be seen as departing from 
its record of protecting individuals harassed by those claiming that their religious or cultural sentiments have 
been hurt by some work of art, or even remarks or gestures by celebrities. The new norms for regulation of 
online content have their origin in the Supreme Court voicing concern about child pornography and content 
that could provoke sectarian violence. While that was a justified concern, the tendency to allow anyone 
professing a sense of hurt to prosecute anyone anywhere in the country should not be encouraged. The higher 
judiciary is expected to clamp down on the ‘marketplace of outrage’, not join it. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 misplaced (adjective) – misguided, misconceived, 

ill-advised, ill-considered, ill-judged. 
 OTT service (noun) – An over-the-top media 

service (popularly known as OTT media service) is 
a streaming media service offered to the viewers 
directly through the Internet. 

 regulation (noun) – rule, ruling, order, directive; 
supervision, policing, overseeing, monitoring, 
inspection. 

 outrage industry (noun) – it describes the 
methods of “certain kinds of advocacy 
organizations and media outlets” who promote “a 
highly polarized view of politics (and religion)”. 

 tighten (verb) – make stricter, make more 
rigorous, make more stringent, stiffen, toughen. 

 matter of concern (phrase) – something which 
causes worry. 

 hearing (noun) – trial, court case, inquiry, legal 
proceedings. 

 anticipatory bail (noun) – Under Section 438 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code, the provision allows 
a person can request to get bail in anticipation of 
being accused of having committed a non-bailable 
offence in India. 

 call for (phrasal verb) – require, necessitate, 
demand. 

 regulatory (adjective) – supervisory, managerial, 
controlling. 

 norms (noun) – standard, convention, guidelines, 
criterion. 
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 executive (noun) – senior official, senior manager. 
 streaming (noun) – a process of transmitting or 

receiving (data, especially video and audio 
material) over the internet. 

 sought (past tense of) seek (verb) – ask for, 
request, solicit, petition for, appeal for, apply for. 

 bail (noun) – conditional, temporary release of an 
arrested/imprisoned person when a specified 
amount of security is deposited or pledged (as 
cash or property) to ensure his/her appearance in 
court when required. 

 sweeping (adjective) – blanket, general, broad, 
comprehensive, inclusive. 

 offending (adjective) – relating to an illegal/ 
unlawful act. 

 constitute (verb) – comprise, represent, amount 
to. 

 offence (noun) – crime, an illegal act, unlawful act, 
breach/violation of the law. 

 disconcerting (adjective) – discomfiting, 
unsettling, disturbing. 

 go through (phrasal verb) – search, look through; 
examine, study, scrutinize, inspect, read over, look 
at. 

 intermediary (noun) – social media website, 
eCommerce website, blogging platform, search 
engine, telecom provider, Internet platform 
(hosting user-generated content), cloud provider, 
etc. 

 lack (verb) – be without, be lacking, be deprived 
of, be short of. 

 The Information Technology (Guidelines for 
Intermediaries and Digital Media Ethics Code) 
Rules, 2021 (noun) – the Information Technology 
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics 
Code) Rules 2021 has been framed in exercise of 
powers under section 87 (2) of the Information 
Technology Act, 2000 and in supersession of the 
earlier Information Technology (Intermediary 
Guidelines) Rules 2011. It empowers ordinary 
users of social media, embodying a mechanism for 
the redressal and timely resolution of their 
grievances. Rules about digital media and OTT 
focuses more on in house and self-regulation 
mechanism whereby a robust grievance redressal 
mechanism has been provided while upholding 
journalistic and creative freedom. The guidelines 
have been framed keeping in mind the difference 
between viewership in a theatre and television as 
compared to watching it on the Internet. 

 teeth (noun) – genuine power. 
 gratuitous (adjective) – unjustified, uncalled for, 

unwarranted, needless, unnecessary. 
 push for (phrasal verb) – demand, insist on, ask 

for; support,  advocate, recommend, champion. 
 stringent (adjective) – strict, severe, harsh, tough, 

rigorous, draconian. 
 way (adverb) – very, extremely. 
 out of line (phrase) – not in accordance with 

something. 
 freedom of speech (noun) – the right to express 

opinions without government interference. 
 freedom of expression (noun) – the ability of an 

individual or group of individuals to express their 
beliefs, thoughts, ideas, and emotions about 
different issues free from government censorship,  
restraint, or legal penalty. 

 curb (noun) – restraint, restriction, control, 
limitation, constraint, stricture. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 
 go beyond (phrasal verb) – to go past something, 

exceed, surpass. 
 the executive (noun) – the executive is a branch of 

government that enforces the law as written by 
the legislature and interpreted by the judiciary. 

 soft-touch (noun as modifier) – accommodating, 
cooperative, helpful, sympathetic, friendly. 

 clause (noun) – (legal) term, provision, stipulation, 
requirement, condition. 

 obscenity (noun) – indecency, immorality, 
impropriety, rudeness, vulgarity. 

 uncensored (adjective) – unrestrained, 
unreserved, unrestricted. 

 ostensible (adjective) – apparent, seeming, 
alleged, purported. 

 incursion (noun) – intervention, interference, 
involvement;  intrusion, trespass, infiltration. 

 territory (noun) – domain, area of concern, area of 
interest; sphere of operations. 

 take up (phrasal verb) – resume, recommence, 
restart, begin again. 

 bestow (on) (verb) – give, present, contribute, 
confer on. 

 give rise to (phrase) – produce, bring about, 
cause, lead to, result in, effect.  

 extraordinary (adjective) – unusual, uncommon, 
rare, surprising. 

 zeal (noun) – passion, fervour, eagerness, interest. 
 allude to (verb) – refer to, mention, speak briefly 

of, imply. 
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 claim (noun) – assertion, contention, allegation. 
 offensive (adjective) – provocative, objectionable, 

abusive, rude, disrespectful, hurtful. 
 in contrast to (phrase) – in opposition to. 
 counterpart (noun) – equivalent, equal (person); 

fellow, peer. 
 disrespectful (adjective) – discourteous, rude, 

impolite, ill-mannered, bad-mannered, 
inconsiderate. 

 the judiciary (noun) – a branch of government in 
which judicial power is vested. 

 let (verb) – allow, permit. 
 harass (verb) – persecute, disturb, trouble, bother, 

torment. 
 gesture (noun) – action, deed, move. 

 celebrity (noun) – famous person, VIP, very 
important person, personality, big name. 

 voice (verb) – express, make public, announce, 
mention, raise. 

 pornography (noun) – obscene or indecent digital 
material (movies, pictures, magazines, etc.,) that 
show or describe sexual matters in order to cause 
sexual excitement. 

 sectarian (adjective) – denoting a sect (a group of 
people); factional, partisan. 

 profess (verb) – claim, assert, allege, state. 
 prosecute (verb) – take to court, bring an action 

against, accuse, charge. 
 clamp down on (phrasal verb) – prevent, stop, put 

an end to; keep under control. 
****************************************************************************************** 

SLOW AND STEADY: ON INDIA’S TEST SERIES WIN AGAINST ENGLAND 
Debate on pitches will continue, but India’s supremacy over England was not in doubt 

 It was back to the tried and tested methods as India’s practitioners of the slow-art, especially R. 
Ashwin and debutant Axar Patel, helped Virat Kohli’s men clinch a 3-1 Test series triumph over England. India’s 
innings and 25-run victory in the fourth Test at Ahmedabad, concluded a series that was largely one-sided 
barring England’s win in the opening encounter at Chennai. Like it did in Australia, India shrugged aside the 
early loss and turned around its fortunes in riveting fashion. The pitches on offer, especially for the third game, 
may not have been ideal, tending to age faster besides providing the obvious impetus to spin. Despite the 
surface-tension, the strips were in no way diabolical like some of the 22-yards offered in the past, especially in 
the 1980s when a few pitches made batting arduous. In the latest series, after skipper Joe Root’s double ton in 
Chennai set the stage for an England ambush, a stung India mounted a fiery comeback and ensured that the 
Englishmen never repeated their heroics of 1984 and 2012, when they humbled the host. 
 This was not just another success at home as the four Tests were invested with the larger goal of 
qualifying for the World Test Championship final in England from June 18 to 22. Originally scheduled to be held 
at Lord’s, there seems to be some ambiguity as England is grappling with the COVID-19 pandemic’s second-
wave and there is a push to have it at Southampton’s bio-secure Ageas Bowl, which also has a hotel within the 
premises. Lord’s may still conduct the premier clash but India’s rival is certain — Kane Williamson’s New 
Zealand, an opponent that stunned Kohli’s men in the 2019 World Cup semifinal at Manchester. Meanwhile, it 
is time for limited-overs cricket to take centre-stage. India and England will play five Twenty20Is and three 
ODIs before the Indian Premier League commences on April 9. For now, Kohli and company besides the 
coaching staff led by Ravi Shastri deserve credit for a splendid performance. The flowering of Rishabh Pant, 
Axar, Washington Sundar and Mohammed Siraj reflects a solid bench-strength. The excellence of youth and 
the terrific form of Ashwin and Rohit Sharma, papered over the modest returns from Kohli, Ajinkya Rahane and 
Shubman Gill. India has topped the ICC Test rankings but in June under low-slung clouds and on an English 
pitch laced with grass and against crafty New Zealand seamers, a tougher scrutiny awaits. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 supremacy (noun) – dominance, superiority, 

advantage. 
 tried and tested (phrase) – reliable, dependable, 

trustworthy, certain/sure. 
 clinch (verb) – win, triumph in, achieve success in, 

be successful in (a match/competition). 

 debutant (noun) – a person who is making a debut 
(first public appearance) in a particular capacity or 
role, particularly in sport. 

 triumph (noun) – win, victory, success. 
 one-sided (adjective) – unequal, uneven, 

unbalanced, lopsided. 
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 barring (preposition) – except for, with the 
exception of, apart from, other than, excluding. 

 encounter (noun) – match, game, contest, 
competition. 

 shrug aside/shrug off (phrasal verb) – dismiss, 
ignore, forget, disregard, set aside, pay no heed 
to. 

 turn around (phrasal verb) – change direction/ 
course; reverse direction. 

 fortunes (noun) – circumstances (the success or 
failure of someone), state of affairs, conditions. 

 riveting (adjective) – engrossing; 
compelling/engaging, interesting. 

 fashion (noun) – manner, way, style, method. 
 on offer (phrase) – available. 
 ideal (adjective) – perfect, ultimate, flawless, 

faultless. 
 age (verb) – grow older; condition, season, 

mellow. 
 besides (preposition/linking adverb) – in addition 

to, as well, apart from. 
 impetus (noun) – momentum, motive force, 

driving force, motivation, encouragement; 
stimulus, boost. 

 strip (noun) – pitch, wicket (prepared between 
two sets of stumps). 

 in no way (phrase) – not at all, certainly not, by no 
means. 

 diabolical (adjective) – wicked, shocking, dreadful/ 
terrible. 

 arduous (adjective) – difficult, hard. 
 set the stage for (phrase) – prepare the 

circumstances for the beginning of something. 
 ambush (verb) – attack by surprise. 
 stung (adjective) – hurt, upset, motivated, roused 

(by a defeat). 
 mount (verb) – put on display, display, exhibit, 

present. 
 fiery (adjective) – strong, powerful, vigorous. 
 heroics (noun) – bold/dramatic behaviour. 
 humble (verb) – defeat, beat, crush, vanquish. 
 host (noun) – a country that holds an event/ 

competition/sports series. 
 at home (phrase) – in one’s own country/place. 
 invest with (verb) – imbue, infuse, pervade, 

charge. 
 schedule (verb) – arrange, organize, plan. 
 hold (verb) – conduct, organize. 
 ambiguity (noun) – inexactness, doubtfulness, 

obscurity/opacity. 

 grapple with (verb) – tackle, confront, deal with, 
cope with. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 
disease; The illness spreads around the world and 
typically affects a large number of people across a 
wide area. 

 push (noun) – effort, initiative, drive. 
 bio-secure (bubble) (noun) – it is defined as an 

environment/location sealed off from the outside 
world. In tennis/cricket, this would mean players, 
umpires and support staff being housed at the 
venue itself. 

 premises (noun) – building, property, site, place; 
playing ground (in this context). 

 rival (noun) – competitor, opponent, contestant, 
contender. 

 stun (verb) – knock out, shock, overwhelm. 
 take center stage (phrase) – to become very 

important/significant (person/thing) in a situation; 
to be at the centre of attention. 

 for now (phrase) – for the moment, for the 
present, for the meantime. 

 credit (noun) – praise, commendation, acclaim, 
approval, acknowledgement, recognition. 

 splendid (adjective) – magnificent, impressive, 
spectacular. 

 flower (verb) – bloom, appear, grow. 
 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, reveal, exhibit. 
 solid (adjective) – valid, sound, reasonable, 

reliable, firm. 
 bench-strength (noun) – the depth of talent, as on 

a sports team 
 paper over (verb) – conceal, hide, cover up, 

camouflage. 
 top (verb) – be first in, be at the top of. 
 low-slung (adjective) – lower in height. 
 cloud (noun) – trouble, problem, worry; 

menace/threat, gloom. 
 (be) laced with (verb) – infuse, blend, mix in, 

strengthen. 
 crafty (adjective) – clever, shrewd, astute, canny; 

cunning, sharp. 
 scrutiny (noun) – examination. 
 await (verb) – wait for, expect, anticipate, look/ 

hope for.  


