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NEW SPACE:  
ON ISRO’S FIRST DEDICATED COMMERCIAL MISSION 

ISRO must take advantage of the market opportunities from space applications 
 

 With the launch of Brazil’s Amazonia-1 satellite last week from Sriharikota, a new chapter has begun in 
India’s space history. The satellite, a 637-kilogram entity, was the first dedicated commercial mission of  
NewSpace India Limited, a two-year-old commercial arm of the Department of Space. This is not the first time 
that NSIL has organised a launch of foreign satellites aboard an Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
launch vehicle. The organisation has had launches last November as well as in December 2019. However, the 
primary satellites aboard both these missions were Indian satellites — the RISAT-2BRI and the EOS-01 — with 
smaller satellites from several other countries, as well as India, piggybacking on them. The Amazonia mission 
also saw 18 other satellites being launched and was the first fully commercial mission. India has so far 
launched 342 foreign satellites from 34 countries using its Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle platform and many of 
them have involved ISRO’s first commercial entity, the Antrix Corporation. There is still confusion on how 
exactly the responsibilities of NSIL differ from those of Antrix. But with the formation of the Indian National 
Space Promotion and Authorization Center (IN-SPACe) — a regulatory agency — as well as plans of an 
independent tribunal to adjudicate disputes among private space entities, there is a potential explosion of 
market opportunities from space applications on the anvil. Though the private sector plays a major role in 
developing launch and satellite infrastructure for ISRO, there are now several companies that offer myriad 
services. Many of these companies want to launch their own satellites, of varying dimensions, and the 
experience with ISRO has not been smooth always. The most conspicuous has been the controversy involving 
Devas Multimedia, to which the Government of India owes nearly $1.2 billion going by an order of a tribunal of 
the International Chamber of Commerce and upheld by a United States federal court last year. NSIL, it is said, 
is also a move by India’s space establishment to insulate the prospects of the space industry in India from 
repercussions of the Devas-Antrix imbroglio. 
 
 Much like unfettered access to the Internet has spawned industries that were inconceivable, similarly, 
space applications and mapping have barely scratched the surface in terms of the opportunities that they can 
create. NSIL has a broad ambit and will be involved in collaborations spanning from launches to new space-
related industries. NSIL is also expected to be more than just a marketer of ISRO’s technologies; it is to find 
newer business opportunities and expand the sector itself. NSIL must endeavour to not be another Antrix but 
be continuously in start-up mode. It must conceive of ways to aid space start-ups reach out to rural India and 
facilitate more recruits from India’s young to facilitate careers in space applications and sciences. It must see 
itself both as an Indian ambassador and disruptor in the space arena. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

(noun) – Indian Space Research Organisation, 
formed in 1969, superseded the erstwhile 
Indian National Committee for Space Research 
(INCOSPAR). Vikram Sarabhai, having identified 
the role and importance of space technology in 
a Nation’s development, provided ISRO the 
necessary direction to function as an agent of 
development. ISRO then embarked on its 
mission to provide the Nation space-based 
services and to develop the technologies to 
achieve the same independently. 

 mission (noun) – expedition, journey (into 
space); assignment, project, operation.  

 take advantage of (phrase) – make use of, 
utilize, put to use, use, capitalize on, draw on. 

 market opportunity (noun) – a situation in 
which a company can meet an unsatisfied 
customer need before its competitors. It is a 
newly identified need or want that a company 
can use to grow. 

 entity (noun) – object, thing, piece of matter, 
unit. 
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 Amazonia-1 satellite (noun) – Amazonia 1 is the 
first Earth Observation satellite based on the 
Multi Mission Platform (MMP), to be 
completely designed, integrated, tested, and 
operated by the National Institute for Space 
Research (INPE), Brazil. 

 NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) (noun) – 
NewSpace India Limited (NSIL), incorporated on 
6 March 2019 (under the Companies Act, 2013) 
is a wholly owned Government of India 
company, under the administrative control of 
Department of Space (DOS).  NSIL is the 
commercial arm of Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) with the primary 
responsibility of enabling Indian industries to 
take up high technology space related activities 
and is also responsible for promotion and 
commercial exploitation of the products and 
services emanating from the Indian space 
programme. (Courtesy: www.isro.gov.in). 

 arm (noun) – branch, section, department, 
division. 

 aboard (preposition/adverb) – on a spacecraft 
(satellite launch vehicle). 

 RISAT-2BRI (noun) – RISAT-2BR1 is a radar 
imaging earth observation satellite weighing 
about 628 kg. The satellite will provide services 
in the field of Agriculture, Forestry and Disaster 
Management. The mission life of RISAT-2BR1 is 
5 years. 

 EOS-01/RISAT-2BR2 (noun) – EOS-01 is an earth 
observation satellite, intended for applications 
in agriculture, forestry and disaster 
management support. 

 piggyback (adjective) – attached to a larger 
object/thing. 

 so far (phrase) – until now, up to the present, 
up to this point. 

 Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) (noun) – 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) is the third 
generation launch vehicle of India. It is the first 
Indian launch vehicle to be equipped with liquid 
stages. After its first successful launch in 
October 1994, PSLV emerged as the reliable and 
versatile workhorse launch vehicle of India with 
53 launches so far. To date, the vehicle has 
launched 48 Indian satellites (till 2017) and 342 
satellites for customers from 34 countries. 
(Courtesy: www.isro.gov.in). 
 

 Antrix (noun) – Antrix Corporation Limited 
(Antrix), incorporated on 28 September 1992 
(under the Companies Act, 1956), is a wholly 
owned Government of India Company under 
the administrative control of Department of 
Space (DOS). Antrix is the commercial arm of 
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). 
Antrix promotes and commercially markets the 
products and services emanating from the 
Indian Space Programme. 

 Indian National Space Promotion and 
Authorization Center (IN-SPACe) (noun) – an 
independent nodal agency under Department of 
Space for allowing space activities and usage of 
DOS owned facilities by (Non-Government-
Private-Entities) NGPEs as well as to prioritise 
the launch manifest. It is a regulatory agency to 
provide a level playing field for private 
companies to use Indian space infrastructure. 
This is part of reforms aimed at giving a boost to 
private sector participation in the entire range 
of space activities. The IN-SPACe will also hand-
hold, promote and guide the private industries 
in space activities through encouraging policies 
and a friendly regulatory environment. 

 regulatory (adjective) – supervisory, 
managerial, controlling. 

 tribunal (noun) – panel, committee (set up to 
resolve some disputes particularly). 

 adjudicate (verb) – adjudge, judge, decide, 
settle, resolve. 

 potential (adjective) – possible, likely. 
 explosion (noun) – sudden/rapid increase. 
 on the anvil (phrase) – in a state/condition of 

discussion (not implemented); being discussed 
or prepared but is not yet ready. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 
instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or 
organisational structure or framework. 

 myriad (adjective) – a great number, countless, 
various. 

 conspicuous (adjective) – clearly visible, 
noticeable, discernible/perceivable. 

 go by something (phrasal verb) – to follow 
something. 

 uphold (verb) – confirm, endorse/approve, 
vindicate/validate. 
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 International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 
(noun) – the voice of world business 
championing the global economy as a force for 
economic growth, job creation and prosperity. It 
is the world business organization, enabling 
business to secure peace, prosperity, and 
opportunity for all. 

 insulate (verb) – protect, keep safe, shield. 
 prospects (noun) – possibilities, chances, 

opportunities. 
 repercussion (noun) – consequence, result, 

effect, outcome. 
 imbroglio (noun) – confused/complicated 

situation; difficulty/predicament. 
 unfettered (adjective) – unrestrained, 

unrestricted, unconstrained. 
 spawn (verb) – produce, generate, 

promote/trigger. 
 inconceivable (adjective) – unbelievable, 

extremely difficult to believe, unimaginable, 
extremely doubtful. 

 scratch the surface (phrase) – deal with 
something very casually. 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 
regarding/concerning, in connection with. 

 ambit (noun) – scope, range, extent, bound. 
 span (verb) – range, extend, comprise, spread 

over. 
 endeavour (verb) – try, attempt, venture, 

undertake, aspire. 
 conceive (verb) – think up, devise, formulate; 

imagine, envisage, visualize. 
 aid (verb) – facilitate, help, assist. 
 reach out (phrasal verb) – contact someone to 

obtain/offer help/assistance/cooperation. 
 facilitate (verb) – make easy, make possible; 

assist, help/aid. 
 ambassador (noun) – representative, promoter, 

campaigner (of a particular activity) 
 disruptor (noun) – a company that causes a 

radical change in an existing industry. 
 arena (noun) – a place of activity. 
 

***************************************************************************************** 

TACTICAL RETREAT:  
ON SASIKALA’S MOVE TO STEP ASIDE FROM POLITICS 

Sasikala’s withdrawal from politics might help narrow the gap in TN’s electoral contest 
 

 As elections approach, drama and excitement will be a constant feature in the conduct of politics. In 
December last, it was veteran actor Rajinikanth who provided the theatrics to the political situation in Tamil 
Nadu by announcing his entry, and then his exit. Now, with the Assembly election hardly a month away, V.K. 
Sasikala, former interim general secretary of the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) and 
aide of former Chief Minister Jayalalithaa, surprised many by declaring that she would step aside from politics. 
After mobilising her supporters and making a political show of her return to the State on serving out her jail 
term in Bengaluru, she issued an appeal to the “true followers” of Jayalalithaa to “remain united, act wisely 
and work hard” during the Assembly election to prevent the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) from 
capturing power again. There is no clarity over what prompted her to make such an announcement when it 
was expected that she would play an active political role, going by her observations in the last one month. But 
regardless of her motives, the latest statement can be viewed as a tactical retreat on her part so that the ruling 
AIADMK does not suffer any disadvantage in the elections. Although her nephew, T.T.V. Dhinakaran, who 
heads the Amma Makkal Munnetra Kazhagam (AMMK), is still hoping to lead a coalition of his own, her 
statement is a shot in the arm for the AIADMK, which is trying to ward off the challenge from the principal 
opposition, the DMK. It has also laid to rest, for the time being, the debate over the possibility of her return to 
the AIADMK, which was reported to have turned down a suggestion from its ally, the Bharatiya Janata Party, 
on the matter. 
 
 What the ruling party expects now is that the AMMK’s support base in the central and southern parts 
of the State will come back to it and help the party win the Assembly elections. There is expectation that the 
gap between the AIADMK-led front and the DMK-led coalition will narrow down, especially if some of the 
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loyalists in the Sasikala camp are accommodated during distribution of the tickets by the AIADMK. But, 
elections rarely turn on any one factor, and certainly not on the limited support base of the breakaway group 
of Ms. Sasikala. On test will be the performance of Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami in the last four 
years. Personality-based politics has taken a back seat this election with the passing of M. Karunanidhi of the 
DMK and Jayalalithaa of the AIADMK. Performance and promises are, therefore, more likely to dominate the 
campaign. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 
 retreat (noun) – withdrawal, pulling back, back 

down, U-turn, exit. 
 step aside (phrasal verb) – leave, quit, 

withdraw, resign. 
 narrow (verb) – decrease, reduce, contract, 

make smaller. 
 feature (noun) – characteristic, attribute, 

quality, aspect, point, element. 
 conduct (noun) – performance, behaviour, way 

of working. 
 veteran (noun) – (long-serving) expert, 

seasoned, mature, established/experienced 
(person in an area of activity). 

 theatrics (noun) – (highly emotional and 
dramatic) incident, scene, spectacle. 

 hardly (adverb) – almost not. 
 interim (adjective) – provisional, temporary, 

transitional.   
 aide (noun) – right-hand woman/man, 

companion, confidante, subordinate, second in 
command. 

 mobilise (verb) – bring (resources) into use for 
a particular purpose/cause. 

 serve out (phrasal verb) – to complete, finish, 
end (a term in prison, office, etc.). 

 prompt (verb) – induce, cause, motivate, 
persuade, encourage, impel, urge. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 
instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 go by (phrasal verb) – follow, observe 
something. 

 regardless of (phrase) – despite, 
notwithstanding, in spite of. 

 coalition (noun) – alliance, union, partnership. 
 a shot in the arm (phrase) – (figuratively) 

boost, fillip, stimulus, impetus, 
encouragement; (literally) an injection of 
drugs. 

 ward off (phrasal verb) – prevent, oppose, 
avert, resist. 

 lay to rest (phrase) – to end something. 

 for the time being (phrase) – for now, for the 
moment, for the present, for a short time. 

 turn down (phrasal verb) – reject, refuse, 
decline, say no to. 

 ally (noun) – partner (in a particular activity). 
 front (noun) – political group, party, 

faction/camp. 
 narrow down (phrasal verb) – reduce, lessen, 

decrease. 
 loyalist (noun) – supporter, admirer, 

champion. 
 accommodate (verb) – favour, do someone a 

favour, assist, help, oblige. 
 breakaway (noun as modifier) – separatist, 

secessionist, dissenting, splinter (group/party). 
 take a back seat (phrase) – take a less 

important role. 
 passing (noun) – death, demise, passing away. 
 campaign (noun) – an organized effort that 

seeks to influence the decision making 
progress within a specific group. 


