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SLOW ON SAFETY: ON MADHYA PRADESH BUS ACCIDENT 
The Madhya Pradesh bus crash shows that the accident pandemic is not waning 

 India’s Road Safety Month, launched on January 18 as an extended form of the annual Road Safety 
Week for greater impact, has concluded with a bus accident in Madhya Pradesh that has claimed 51 lives. The 
victims, including many young people reportedly travelling to Satna and Rewa to take a government 
recruitment examination, were trapped within the bus as it plunged into a swollen canal. One of many ghastly 
mishaps that have occurred after the COVID-19 lockdown, it lends grist to the view that the country, with the 
world’s worst record on road safety, cannot get its act together any time soon. India has, according to the just-
released World Bank-commissioned report, Traffic Crash Injuries and Disabilities, 1% of the world’s vehicles 
but 11% of all road accident deaths; the Union Transport Ministry put the number of dead in 2019 at 1,51,113, 
and injured at 4,51,361. Those who suffer the most are from low income households, especially in rural areas, 
and women bear the long-term financial and psychological impact of the losses more. Such a cringeworthy 
performance, affecting the fundamental right to life of the average citizen, should have led to intensive 
measures and a determined campaign to end the carnage, but the Centre and the States are evidently 
prepared to take only incremental steps. In the wake of this bus mishap, the immediate response has been to 
order a magisterial inquiry, which is no substitute for a technical investigation conducted by safety experts. 
 Union Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari has actively campaigned for road safety, and the Motor 
Vehicles (Amendment) Act of 2019 has provisions that aim to bring about change. But most States have been 
lukewarm towards hard steps to bring order to the roads, viewing zero tolerance rule enforcement through 
the lens of populism. This is reflected in the spate of accidents on India’s highways, which witnessed 61% of 
deaths from just 5% of all accidents, as per 2019 data. The Centre must now set a timeline to operationalise 
the National Road Safety Board, for which draft rules were circulated in December last year, to lay down 
engineering standards and complaints procedures that will help citizens hold States to account. Transport 
departments continue to take an indulgent view of rule violations. Political parties and others fix illegal flag 
poles and spears on car bonnets and metal contraptions to SUV bumpers, which are deadly in an accident. 
Even with high political will — and there is no evidence this is present in all the States — ending the “silent 
pandemic” of accidents will need education, civil society cooperation and professional policing. Meeting the 
SDGs on transport and reduced road deaths and injuries will need actions that go beyond pious declarations. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 pandemic (noun) – disease, sickness, illness; (the 

worldwide spread of a new disease; The illness 

spreads around the world and typically affects a 

large number of people across a wide area). 

 wane (verb) – decrease, decline, diminish/dwindle 

gradually. 

 Road Safety Month (phrase) – “Road Safety 

Week” is observed throughout India every year in 

order to highlight and emphasize the need for safe 

roads. lt is also an opportunity for all stakeholders 

to contribute to the cause by taking up activities to 

promote the concept. This year instead of “Road, 

Safety Week”, a month-long campaign “National 

Road Safety Month” will be observed from 18th 

January 2021 to 17th February 2021. The theme of 

this year is, “Sadak Suraksha- Jeevan Raksha”. 

 impact (noun) – effect, impression; results. 

 claim (verb) – cause in the loss of, result in the loss 

of; take. 

 reportedly (adverb) – supposedly, seemingly, 

apparently, ostensibly, allegedly. 

 trap (verb) – get stuck, get caught; confine, 

prevent (from escaping). 

 plunge (verb) – fall/drop, plummet, tumble, 

nosedive suddenly & uncontrollably. 

 swollen (adjective) – extended, expanded, 

enlarged. 

 canal (noun) – an artificial waterway, especially for 

irrigation. 

 ghastly (adjective) – terrible, frightful, grim, 

horrible. 

 lend (verb) – give, provide, impart. 
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 mishap (noun) – accident, trouble, problem, 

difficulty. 

 grist (noun) – it is a valuable thing, particularly to 

help an argument/contention. 

 get one’s act together (phrase) – regain control of 

oneself, regain one’s self-control, get a grip on 

oneself, galvanize, cheer up. 

 any time soon (phrase) – in the very near future 

(but an exact time or date isn’t known). 

 Traffic Crash Injuries and Disabilities Report 

(noun) – World Bank commissioned a survey-

based assessment study in association with the 

Save LIFE Foundation (SLF) to determine 

differential (different) impacts more objectively in 

India. This study aims to capture the 

socioeconomic realities and nuances of road 

crashes at the sub-national level in India. It seeks 

to document inter-linkages between poverty, 

inequalities, road users, and road crash outcomes 

by analyzing data. 

 household (noun) – family, house. 

 bear (verb) – endure, tolerate, put up with, stand, 

accept, go through, undergo. 

 cringeworthy (adjective) – uncomfortable, 

unpleasant, delicate, problematic. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, call 

forth, give rise to. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 determined (adjective) – resolute, full of 

determination, purposeful, resolved, single-

minded, firm. 

 campaign (noun) – an organized effort that seeks 

to achieve an objective. 

 carnage (noun) – the killing of large numbers of 

people; massacre, mass killing, mass destruction. 

 evidently (adverb) – obviously, palpably, 

seemingly, apparently. 

 incremental (adjective) – gradual, phased, step-

by-step. 

 in the wake of (phrase) – as a result of, in the 

aftermath of, as a consequence of. 

 magisterial (adjective) – authoritative. 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, reveal, exhibit. 

 Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act of 2019 (noun) 

– It is based on the recommendations of the 

Group of Transport Ministers of States. Given that 

the Act wanted to deter individuals from violating 

traffic rules, it has introduced heavy fines for 

drunken driving, driving without licence, 

dangerous driving, over-speeding, etc. The new 

Act has also extended the period for renewal of 

driving licences from one month to one year after 

the date of expiry. The Act also promises to 

protect those people who render emergency 

medical or non-medical assistance to a victim of 

an accident, from any civil or criminal liability. The 

minimum compensation for death or grievous 

injury due to hit and run has been moved up 

substantially.  Implemented on Sunday, 1 

September 2019, it contains 63 provisions that 

deal with penalties, licenses, registration, and the 

National Transport Policy. 

 provision (noun) – clause, (legal) term, 

requirement, condition. 

 bring about (phrasal verb) – cause, create, 

produce. 

 lukewarm (adjective) – unenthusiastic, 

unresponsive, half-hearted, indifferent, 

dispassionate. 

 zero tolerance (noun) – a complete refusal to 

accept certain behavior. 

 enforcement (noun) – imposition, 

implementation, execution. 

 through the lens (phrase) – through someone’s 

eyes (observance, opinion, viewpoint). 

 populism (noun) – policies that supposedly 

represent the opinions of ordinary people 

(Courtesy: VOA Learning English). 

 spate (noun) – series, flurry; a large number of 

something (taking place at the same period). 

 lay down (phrasal verb) – formulate, insist on, 

establish, determine. 

 engineering standards (noun) – technical 

standards. 

 indulgent (adjective) – easy-going, mild, broad-

minded, forgiving. 



 

3 

 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (5th-MAR-2021) 

1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 
 

 National Road Safety Board (noun) – It will be set 

up with an aim to promote road and vehicle 

safety. The Board will have experts and 

professionals who will guide and advise the 

government on issues of road and vehicle safety. A 

draft notification has been issued by the Ministry 

of Road Transport and Highways for establishing 

the National Road Safety Board. The proposed 

Board will be tasked to perform several 

responsibilities on road safety. The proposed 

Safety Board will consist of a Chairman and a 

maximum of 7 other members. It is being formed 

in accordance with the new Motor Vehicle Act. 

 hold someone to account (phrase) – to require a 

person to explain or to accept responsibility for his 

or her actions; to blame or punish someone for 

what has occurred. 

 operationalise (verb) – put into use. 

 spear (noun) – a long shaft with a sharp edge (to 

have a flag on a car bonnet (the hinged cover over 

the engine)). 

 contraption (noun) – mechanism, apparatus, 

machine/device. 

 political will (noun) – political intention/desire (to 

complete a scheme/project even if it is not 

admired/welcomed in the beginning). 

 policing (noun) – the enforcement of regulations; 

supervision, overseeing, monitoring, inspection. 

 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (noun) – 

The sustainable development goals (SDGs) are a 

new, universal set of goals, targets, and indicators 

that UN member states will be expected to use to 

frame their agendas and political policies over the 

next 15 years. 

 go beyond (phrasal verb) – to go past something,  

excel, outdo, exceed, surpass. 

 pious (adjective) – vain, desperate, despairing, 

hopeless. 

***************************************************************************************** 

AN AMBIGUOUS LEVY: ON TAX ON PF INCOMES 
The proposed tax on PF incomes has its logic, but operational details need a revisit 

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has stressed that Budget 2021-22 raises resources to push the 
economy without increased taxation. However, one change to the income tax law proposed in the Finance Bill, 
2021, has triggered anxieties for the salaried class: withdrawing tax exemption on interest income accrued into 
Provident Fund accounts arising out of employee contributions exceeding ₹2.5 lakh ‘in a previous year in that 
fund,’ on or after April 1, 2021. The rationale — some employees are contributing huge amounts into their PF 
accounts and getting tax-free incomes. Subsequently, the Revenue Department has pointed out the tax will 
only affect a small group of ‘high net-worth individuals’ (HNIs); the 100 largest employees’ PF (EPF) accounts 
had a combined balance of over ₹2,000 crore. It can be no one’s case that a social security scheme for formal 
sector workers should become an investment haven for the well-heeled corporate top brass. However, the 
threshold proposed to exclude the so-called HNIs appears low, as it would end up partially taxing PF income for 
even those putting away ₹21,000 a month towards their retirement — hardly a typical HNI given it may take 
the saver decades to attain a one crore rupee PF balance. The threshold also does not tie in with the ₹7.5 lakh 
limit set in last year’s Budget for employers’ contributions into the EPF, National Pension System (NPS) or other 
superannuation funds (rules for which are yet to be notified). 
 This is not the first time this government had tried to tax PF savings, citing its abuse by the rich. In the 
2016-17 Budget, it proposed to tax 60% of EPF balances at the time of withdrawal, but backtracked after a 
backlash. Now, it has covered even government employees’ contributions into the GPF, but left NPS 
investments over ₹2.5 lakh a year untouched. Tax treatment inequity between India’s limited retirement 
savings instruments aside, employees and employers have some serious doubts on the implementation. The 
words ‘in a previous year’, for one, suggest this will be a type of retro-active tax — taxing future income even 
on past years’ contributions of over ₹2.5 lakh. It is also not clear when and how the tax is to be paid — at 
retirement or each year that the PF rate is announced. The CBDT chief has said employees should include such 
income in their annual tax returns, which may work for GPF members whose interest rate is announced every 



 

4 

 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (5th-MAR-2021) 

1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 
 

quarter, but not for EPF accounts as interest rates are declared late and credited even later. Finally, this may 
not be smart timing for a government looking to lean on huge borrowings to dent large inflows into EPF — 
most of its corpus is captively deployed in government bonds. While the goal of targeting HNIs using the PF 
savings to avoid taxation is laudable, the Centre should consider recalibrating the arithmetic and operational 
details of this tax. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 ambiguous (adjective) – arguable, debatable, 

equivocal, ambivalent; unclear, puzzling. 

 levy (noun) – imposition, charging, collection (of a 

tax, fee, fine). 

 Provident Fund (PF) (noun) – a government-

managed savings scheme, where you invest your 

money and benefit from the accumulated interest 

over time. Salaried employees get this lump sum 

amount once they retire or exit from employment. 

 revisit (noun) – re-examination, re-assessment, re-

evaluation. 

 stress (verb) – emphasize, draw attention to, 

highlight, underline, underscore.  

 taxation (noun) – the act of levying or imposing a 

tax by a government/the taxing authority. 

 Finance Bill (noun) – ‘Finance Bill’ means the Bill 

ordinarily introduced in each year to give effect to 

the financial proposals of the Government of India 

for the following financial year and includes a Bill 

to give effect to supplementary financial proposals 

for any period. It concerns the country’s finances – 

it could be about taxes, government expenditures, 

government borrowings, revenues, etc. There are 

different kinds of Finance Bills-the most important 

of them is the Money Bill. The Money Bill is 

concretely defined in Article 110. 

 trigger (verb) – cause, produce, bring about, 

prompt. 

 anxiety (noun) – concern, worry, apprehension, 

disquiet. 

 accrue (verb) – accumulate, collect, amass, grow, 

increase, augment, be added. 

 arise out (verb) – result, occur, accrue, proceed, 

follow, ensue. 

 rationale (noun) – reason, reasoning, grounds, 

basis, logic. 

 subsequently (adverb) – afterwards, later on, in 

due course. 

 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, mention, 

indicate, draw attention to. 

 High net-worth individuals (HNIs) (noun) – There 

is no standard definition of high net-worth 

individuals HNIs. They can be based on Net Worth, 

Investible surplus, assets under advice. 

 Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) (noun) – a 

retirement savings scheme in which employees of 

an organisation contribute a small portion of their 

basic pay monthly. In the same line, the employer 

also contributes a similar amount on their behalf 

towards the scheme. For a vast number of the 

salaried, the employee provident fund (EPF) is the 

only social security net they have. 

 social security (scheme/benefit) (noun) – (In 

India) social security schemes/benefits cover these 

(Pension, Health Insurance, and Medical Benefit, 

Disability Benefit, Maternity Benefit, Gratuity) 

social insurances. Employers in the organized 

sector are entitled to coverage under these social 

security schemes. A large number of Indian 

workers in the unorganized/informal sector may 

not have an opportunity to participate in each of 

these schemes. 

 formal sector/organised sector (noun) – formal 

economy; it is the part of an economy that is 

taxed, or monitored by any form of government. 

 informal/unorganized sector (noun) – informal 

economy, grey economy; it is the part of an 

economy that is neither taxed nor monitored by 

any form of government. 

 haven (noun) – a place of safety, place of security, 

shelter. 

 well-heeled (adjective) – wealthy, rich, affluent. 

 top brass (noun) – very important person/people. 

 so-called (adjective) – commonly named. 

 end up (phrasal verb) – come/appear, find oneself 

(to a particular course of action in the end). 
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 threshold (noun) – it is an amount, level, or limit 

of something. Once the threshold is reached, 

something else happens or changes. point of 

entry, starting point. 

 put away (phrasal verb) – save, put aside, lay 

aside, set aside. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 tie in (phrasal verb) – be consistent, tally, 

correlate, be in agreement, coincide, be in tune. 

 National Pension System (NPS) (noun) – a pension 

cum investment scheme launched by the 

Government of India to provide old age security to 

Citizens of India. It brings an attractive long term 

saving avenue to effectively plan your retirement 

through safe and regulated market-based return. 

The Scheme is regulated by Pension Fund 

Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA). 

National Pension System Trust (NPST) established 

by PFRDA is the registered owner of all assets 

under NPS. 

 superannuation (noun) – retirement (discharging 

someone after having reached a predetermined 

age or cause to retire someone due to age). 

 abuse (noun) – misuse, misapplication, 

misemployment, mishandling. 

 backtrack (verb) – backpedal, change one’s mind, 

do a U-turn, back down. 

 backlash (noun) – a strong negative reaction; 

adverse response, counteraction. 

 General Provident Fund (GPF) (noun) – a type of 

PF account that is available only for all the 

government employees in India. Basically, it allows 

all the government employees to contribute a 

certain percentage of their salary to the General 

Provident Fund. And the total amount that is 

accumulated throughout the employment term is 

paid to the employee at the time of retirement. 

 untouched (adjective) – unaffected, unchanged, 

uninfluenced. 

 aside (adverb) – apart, notwithstanding. 

 credit (verb) – (of money) add to an account. 

 inequity (noun) – unfairness, unjustness, one-

sidedness, partisanship, bias, prejudice, 

discrimination. 

 (savings) instrument (noun) – (savings) scheme, 

plan. 

 for one (phrase) – used for highlighting that 

someone is thinking in a particular way, even if 

other people are not. 

 retro-active (adjective) – backward-looking, 

backdated, ex post facto. 

 Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) (noun) – a 

statutory authority functioning under the Central 

Board of Revenue Act, 1963. The officials of the 

Board in their ex-officio capacity also function as a 

Division of the Ministry dealing with matters 

relating to levy and collection of direct taxes. 

 quarter (noun) – a period of three months 

(considered as one-fourth of a year). 

 lean on (phrasal verb) – depend on, rely on, count 

on, bank on. 

 dent (verb) – diminish, reduce, lessen. 

 inflow (noun) – a flow of a large amount of 

something (e.g. money) to a particular place. 

 corpus (noun) – (in finance) total amount of 

money; collection. 

 captively (adverb) – in a way that is 

confined/controlled. 

 deploy (verb) – use, utilize.  

 government bond (noun) – sovereign bond; a 

bond issued by a national government, generally 

with a promise to pay periodic interest payments 

called coupon payments and to repay the face 

value on the maturity date. The aim of a 

government bond is to support government 

spending. 

 laudable (adjective) – praiseworthy, noteworthy, 

commendable, admirable. 

 recalibrate (verb) – reevaluate, reassess, 

rearrange. 

 arithmetic (noun) –  calculation, reckoning, tally; 

the use of numbers in counting and calculation. 

 


