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FREEDOM AND SECURITY:  
ON SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS OPERATING IN INDIA 
The govt. must view freedom of speech as an aid, not impediment, to national security 

 By calling on social media platforms operating in India to follow the law of the land, as it did last week 
in Parliament, the government has not just stated the seemingly obvious but also delivered a warning to 
Twitter that it ought not to defy its orders again, the way it did in early February, when the government 
wanted certain handles blocked for spreading incendiary content. “We respect criticism… you can criticise 
even the Prime Minister,” said Minister of IT and Communications Ravi Shankar Prasad in Parliament on 
Thursday. “But if social media is used to propagate hate, then action will be taken.” Further, he asked, why 
“when police act in Washington’s Capitol Hill ransacking, a micro blogging site stands in their support, but 
when a similar action is taken at Red Fort, our national pride, the platform opposes it?” That the government 
wanted problematic hashtags blocked is understandable, given the tense situation on the ground on the day of 
the farmer protests, but what is difficult to appreciate is that it also wanted handles of some journalists, 
activists and politicians to be blocked. Twitter eventually complied, but not fully. “We have not taken any 
action on accounts that consist of news media entities, journalists, activists, and politicians,” it said in its blog. 
“To do so, we believe, would violate their fundamental right to free expression under Indian law.”  
 After all this, the issue is still in the realm of statements and counter-statements. While keeping up the 
pressure on Twitter by threatening to take action, the government, at least for the time being, seems to have 
stopped short of taking action. And while being defiant initially, Twitter also seems to have stopped short of 
escalating it and going to court. This is significant because if either one of the parties had decided to escalate 
the issue, the contentious law under which social media platforms are required to comply with blocking orders 
could come under legal scrutiny. The reference is to Section 69A of the Information Technology Act, 2000, 
under which the government can order a digital intermediary to block any content on grounds including 
security of the state and public order. Sure, the Supreme Court did uphold the constitutionality of Section 69A 
in the Shreya Singhal vs. the Union of India case in 2015, but criticism over the secrecy of the process and the 
arbitrariness with which it has been used over the years has never ceased. This Section, in a way, represents 
the wide censorship powers that the government has. It is, therefore, important that freedom of speech is not 
seen as the antithesis of security of the state, but as one of its key facilitators. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 freedom of speech (noun) – the right to express 

opinions without government interference. 

 aid (noun) – assistance, support, help. 

 impediment (noun) – hindrance, obstacle, 

obstruction. 

 call on (phrasal verb) – demand, appeal to, ask, 

request. 

 law of the land (phrase) – it refers to all of the 

laws in effect within a country. 

 seemingly (adverb) – apparently, evidently, 

outwardly. 

 ought (not) to (modal verb) – must (not), should 

(not). 

 incendiary (adjective) – inflammatory, 

provocative, agitational, arousing, controversial. 

 propagate (verb) – spread, disseminate, 

communicate. 

 Capitol (noun) – In the United States, the Capitol is 

a building in Washington in which the US Congress 

meets. 

 ransack (verb) – hunt through, search (through), 

rake through, turn inside out. 

 microblogging (noun) – it refers to the act of 

creating concise posts for short audience 

interactions, often on common microblogging 

platforms such as Twitter and Tumblr. In addition 

to text, a post on a microblog can include links, 

audio, images, and even video. 

 stand in (phrasal verb) – do duty, act as deputy, 

substitute/deputize. 
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 defy (verb) – resist, take a stand against, confront. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 on the ground (phrase) – in a situation/place 

where things are happening really/practically. 

 comply (verb) – abide by, adhere to, conform to. 

 appreciate (verb) – understand, acknowledge, 

recognize, realize. 

 activist (noun) – a person who supports a political 

or societal change/cause. 

 eventually (adverb) – in the end, in due course, 

after some time. 

 realm (noun) – area, field, domain (of activity). 

 counter-statement (noun) – opposite, refutation, 

rebuttal, countering. 

 keep up (phrasal verb) – continue, keep on with, 

go on with, carry on with, persist with.  

 for the time being (phrase) – for now, for the 

moment, for the present; for a short time, for a 

little while; temporarily. 

 short of (phrase) – without going so far as; less 

than. 

 defiant (adjective) – resistant, obstinate, 

uncooperative, non-compliant, confrontational, 

challenging. 

 escalate (verb) – increase, accelerate, intensify, 

heighten. 

 contentious (adjective) – controversial, 

disputable, debatable, disputed. 

 Section 69A of IT Act, 2000 (noun) – Section 69A 

of the Information Technology Act, 2000, was 

introduced by an amendment to the Act in 2008. It 

gives the Central government the power to block 

public access to any information online — whether 

on websites or mobile apps. 

 Section 69A (1) of IT Act, 2000 (noun) – It 

empowers the Central Government (or any of its 

authorised officers) to direct, by written order, any 

Government agency or intermediary to block (or 

have blocked) public access to any information 

generated, transmitted, received, stored or hosted 

in any computer resource. 

 secrecy (noun) – confidentiality. 

 come under (phrasal verb) – be subjected to (an 

authority). 

 scrutiny (noun) – examination, inspection, 

investigation. 

 Section 69A (2) of IT Act, 2000 (noun) – It 

explicitly states: ‘The procedure and safeguards 

subject to which such blocking for access by the 

public may be carried out, shall be such as may be 

prescribed. 

 Section 69A (3) of IT Act, 2000 (noun) – Under this 

Act, an intermediary that does not comply with a 

direction for blocking is liable to be punished with 

imprisonment for a term which may extend to 

seven years and with a fine. 

 Information Technology Act (noun) – it is an Act 

of the Indian Parliament notified on 17 October 

2000. It is the primary law in India dealing with 

cybercrime and electronic commerce. 

 intermediary (adjective) – the social media 

website, eCommerce website, blogging platform, 

search engine, discussion board etc. 

 ground (noun) – reason, factor, basis, rationale, 

premise. 

 public order (noun) – it is essentially the absence 

of disorder – the quiet and orderly behaviour of 

people in public space. It involves people behaving 

sensibly and rationally, and respecting others. 

 uphold (verb) – preserve, protect, maintain; 

vindicate/validate. 

 constitutionality (noun) – the condition of acting 

in accordance with an applicable constitution. 

 arbitrariness (noun) – the quality of being 

“determined by personal chance, whim (desire), or 

impulse, and not by necessity, reason, or 

principle”. 

 cease (verb) – stop, halt, end, wind up, terminate. 

 Section (noun) – it refers to a distinct portion or 

provision of a legal code or set of laws, often 

establishing a particular legal requirement. 

 censorship (noun) – the suppression of speech, 

public communication, or other information, on 

the basis that such material is considered 

objectionable, harmful, sensitive, or inconvenient. 
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 antithesis (noun) – the direct opposite of 

something; antipode, contrary, opposite, reverse. 

 facilitator (noun) – a person/thing that 

encourages action and makes it easier. 

****************************************************************************************** 

OMINOUS PRECEDENT:  
ON DONALD TRUMP IMPEACHMENT 

With Trump surviving the Senate trial, his politics will remain relevant till 2024 
 Donald Trump has survived, by a mere 10 votes, the Senate trial that might have convicted him for 
inciting insurrection. All 50 Democrats of the Upper Chamber voted ‘guilty,’ and seven Republicans joined 
them, yet the tally fell short of the two-thirds necessary for conviction. The charges framed against the former 
U.S. President came from the House of Representatives, which impeached him — for the second time — last 
month, this time for goading on a mob to attack the U.S. Capitol building on January 6. The attack came after 
months of sloganeering by Mr. Trump on Twitter to the effect that the mail-in voting, a necessary feature of 
the pandemic-era election, was fraudulent and that his supporters ought to #StopTheSteal. Statistics from 
every previous presidential election suggest that this claim is entirely unfounded. The result was that a woman 
was killed at the site of the siege, and four others died during the course of the attack and its aftermath, 
including a police officer. Beyond the loss of life, the attack was recognised by President Joe Biden as an 
“unprecedented assault” on the soul of American democracy. In a sense, it marked the culmination of Mr. 
Trump’s relentless disregard of the traditions and norms of governance whether in terms of harsh immigration 
policies, the rejection of major global alliances and multilateral forums, a willingness to spark off trade wars 
and exacerbate tensions over tariffs, or to brazenly use his public position for personal gain. 
 The fact that Mr. Trump survived the vote to convict him of high crimes and misdemeanours and 
potentially bar him from running again, leaves ominous questions regarding the future of the Republican Party. 
Its leader in the Senate, Mitch McConnell, waxed eloquent about Mr. Trump’s culpability for incitement yet 
failed to grasp the irony that he had led the majority of his party to acquit the very man he claimed to 
denounce. This potentially raises at least two scenarios. The first is that Congressional Republicans are not, as a 
group, convinced that the harm that Mr. Trump did to the presidency and the fabric of American society 
warrants banning him from the highest office in the land. Second, even though they might secretly believe that 
Mr. Trump’s views were not in line with mainstream conservative values, they fear that convicting him and 
banning him from a second run for the White House might have the reverse effect on his supporter base — 
strengthening the Make America Great Again “movement”. After all, Mr. Trump did end up garnering over 74 
million votes in last year’s election, and he mobilised these numbers through a relentless barrage of rhetoric 
fuelling nativist populism and a sense of disenfranchised white privilege, a political phenomenon not seen in 
recent decades. Unless the Grand Old Party pivots away from this Trump-centric view of its political fortunes, 
the bitter polarisation of the past few years will almost certainly make an ugly revival by 2024. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 ominous (adjective) – threatening, menacing, 

inauspicious, unpromising, unfavourable. 

 precedent (noun) – model, exemplar, example, 

pattern; previous example/instance, prior 

instance. 

 impeachment (noun) – the act of charging or 

accusing (a public official) with a crime done while 

in office. 

 trial (noun) – hearing, inquiry, litigation, judicial 

proceedings. 

 Senate (noun) – the upper house or chamber in 

some bicameral legislative systems. (for example 

in the US). 

 convict (verb) – declare guilty, find guilty, 

sentence. 

 incite (verb) – stir up, whip up, goad, kindle, 

trigger, instigate, provoke. 

 insurrection (noun) – coup, uprising, rebellion, 

putsch; civil unrest/disorder. 

 goad (verb) – provoke, spur, induce, incite. 
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 guilty (noun) – culpable, at fault, accountable/ 

responsible for misconduct. 

 fall short of (phrase) – fail to meet/reach; be 

deficient/inadequate/insufficient. 

 conviction (noun) – pronouncement of guilt, 

sentence, judgement. 

 House of Representatives (noun) – the lower 

house or chamber in some bicameral legislative 

systems. (for example in the US). 

 impeach (verb) – charge or accuse/indict (a public 

official) with a crime done while in office. 

 mob (noun) – a large, disorganized, and often 

violent crowd of people. 

 Capitol (noun) – In the United States, the Capitol is 

a building in Washington in which the US Congress 

meets. 

 sloganeering (noun) – an act of using slogans 

(mostly for political reasons). 

 mail-in voting/ballots (noun) – postal voting; a 

type of voting in an election where ballot 

papers/voter slips are distributed to voters to their 

addresses before Election Day and mailed back by 

the voters or deposited at a voting location or 

secure dropbox by a certain time on Election Day. 

 absentee voting (noun) – a type of voting in an 

election where voters cast their vote by post 

because they can’t physically be present at a 

voting center on Election Day due to various 

reasons ranging from being out of the country (for 

study/job), having disability or illness, serving as 

an election worker & etc. 

 in-person voting (noun) – a type of voting in an 

election where voters cast their votes/ballots in 

person in a polling booth on Election Day. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 

disease; The illness spreads around the world and 

typically affects a large number of people across a 

wide area. 

 fraudulent (adjective) – dishonest, unlawful, 

unethical, unprincipled. 

 ought to (modal verb) – must, should. 

 unfounded (adjective) – groundless, baseless, 

unjustified. 

 siege (noun) – blockade, beleaguerment, 

encirclement. 

 aftermath (noun) – consequences, effects, results, 

repercussions. 

 unprecedented (adjective) – not done or 

experienced before. 

 assault (noun) – attack, offensive, onslaught. 

 soul (noun) – embodiment, epitome, 

quintessence, essence. 

 in a sense (phrase) – partly; in some way(s); in a 

way, somewhat. 

 mark (verb) – indicate, represent, signify, signalize. 

 culmination (noun) – climax, pinnacle, summit, 

conclusion, high point, highest point. 

 relentless (adjective) – persistent, constant, 

continuous, non-stop. 

 disregard (noun) – indifference, non-observance; 

inattention, heedlessness, carelessness, neglect. 

 norms (noun) – standard, convention, guidelines, 

criterion. 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 

regarding/concerning, in connection with. 

 immigration (noun) – the act of leaving one’s 

countries and moving to another country of which 

they are not natives, nor citizens, to settle or 

reside there, especially as permanent residents or 

naturalized citizens. 

 alliance (noun) – association, union, partnership. 

 multilateral (adjective) – involving many different 

countries/parties/organizations. 

 willingness (noun) – readiness, preparedness, 

inclination, desire. 

 spark off (verb) – cause, trigger, stimulate. 

 trade war/tariff war (noun) – a condition in which 

a country increases tariffs on foreign goods and 

impose quota restrictions to restrict other 

countries’ trade. 

 exacerbate (verb) – intensify, increase, heighten, 

aggravate, worsen, compound. 

 tension (noun) – worry, strain; uncertainty. 

 brazenly (adverb) – blatantly, clearly, fragrantly. 

 misdemeanour (noun) – wrongdoing, evil deed, 

crime act. 
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 potentially (adverb) – possibly, probably, 

prospectively. 

 run (verb) – stand as a candidate for; be a 

candidate (in a political election). 

 wax (verb) – start to talk/write about something in 

a particular way; become enthusiastic, enthuse. 

 eloquent (adjective) – expressive, revealing, 

significant, indicative. 

 culpability (noun) – guilt, blame/fault; 

responsibility. 

 incitement (noun) – provocation, persuasion, 

inducement. 

 irony (noun) – paradox, incongruity, peculiarity; 

contradiction, a strange/funny situation where 

things are happening the other way around (than 

expected). 

 acquit (verb) – declare innocent, exonerate, 

absolve; discharge, release, free (from a criminal 

charge). 

 denounce (verb) – condemn, criticize, attack, 

censure. 

 scenario (noun) – situation, background, context. 

 congressional (adjective) – relating to the 

Congress (legislative assembly in the U.S). 

 fabric (noun) – the basic/fundamental structure. 

 warrant (verb) – justify, vindicate, call for, 

sanction, validate. 

 in line with (phrase) – in alignment with, in 

accordance with, conforming to. 

 mainstream (adjective) – accepted, established, 

recognized. 

 conservative (adjective) – right-wing, reactionary, 

traditionalist, ultra-right. 

 end up (phrasal verb) – come/appear, find oneself 

(to a particular course of action in the end). 

 garner (verb) – receive, get, gain, obtain, acquire. 

 mobilise (verb) – bring (resources) into use for a 

particular purpose/cause. 

 barrage (noun) – abundance, plethora, an 

overwhelming number of something. 

 

 

 rhetoric (noun) – the art of speaking or writing 

effectively & persuasively or impressively (but, 

often lacking substance); bombast, loftiness, 

hyperbole/extravagant language. 

 fuel (verb) – support, encourage, intensify, boost. 

 nativist (adjective) – relating to the political policy 

of promoting the interests of native inhabitants 

against those of immigrants. 

 populism (noun) – related to policies that 

supposedly represent the opinions of ordinary 

people (Courtesy: VOA Learning English). 

 disenfranchised (adjective) – deprived of (a 

privilege). 

 privilege (noun) – advantage, right, benefit, 

prerogative, entitlement. 

 phenomenon (noun) – occurrence, event, 

happening, situation, circumstance. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 Grand Old Party (GOP) (noun) – it refers to the 

Republican Party. 

 pivot away (phrasal verb) – to change direction. 

 fortunes (noun) – circumstances (the success or 

failure of someone), state of affairs, conditions. 

 polarisation (noun) – separation of two 

contrasting groups (based on different 

opinions/beliefs). 

 revival (noun) – re-establishment, reintroduction, 

restoration. 


