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TOLERANCE DEFICIT: ON ‘TOOLKIT CONSPIRACY’ CASE 
Activist’s arrest in ‘toolkit conspiracy’ case is perverse and high-handed 

 The police in India, and especially forces under the present regime, have a dubious record of effecting 
needless arrests and filing questionable cases as a tool of harassment. The Delhi Police have outdone all of 
them by arresting a 22-year-old climate activist in a case that makes the incredible allegation that a social 
media toolkit for organisers of protests against the farm laws amounted to sedition and incitement to riots. 
The manner in which a Delhi Police team travelled to Bengaluru and took Disha Ravi into custody, apparently 
without following the guidelines laid down by the Delhi High Court on inter-State arrests, marks a new low in 
the display of perversity and high-handedness in law enforcement. Even though Ms. Ravi was produced before 
a duty magistrate in Delhi within the mandatory 24-hour period, there is no indication whether the Delhi Police 
informed the local police and if she was properly represented by counsel. It appears that the main charge 
against her is that she edited a Google document shared among activists, including global climate change icon 
Greta Thunberg. The toolkit, the prosecution alleges, was prepared by a pro-Khalistani outfit, and based on 
this, it was concluded that Ms. Ravi was working with separatists to create disaffection against India. It is quite 
strange that none in the Delhi Police deemed this far-fetched. Such toolkits are common for those organising 
protests online, and they contain not much more than calls for protests, texts to be tweeted, hashtags to be 
used, and names of authorities and public functionaries whose handles can be tagged. The possible fact that 
direct protests were also discussed and planned does not mean there was any incitement to violence, a 
mandatory requirement to charge someone, as has been done in the case of Ms. Ravi, with sedition. 
 There is little doubt now that it is not organised protests, online or offline activism in support of the 
ongoing farmers’ protests against the controversial agricultural laws, or the mobilisation of public opinion 
against government policy, that is adversely affecting the country’s reputation and prestige. The regime is 
more likely to attract international embarrassment and opprobrium by the indiscriminate use of police power 
against activists, protesters and the media. The state is increasingly resorting to heavy-handed responses to 
issues that attract a convergence of activism, opposition political activity and adverse media scrutiny. In 
particular, the farmers’ protests, and the violent turn that it took on Republic Day due to some deviant 
elements, have led the present regime to imagine a global conspiracy where none exists. A government truly 
worried about its global image would instead seek to address the deficit in tolerance and surfeit in repression 
that are becoming more obvious with each passing day. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 tolerance (noun) – forbearance, toleration, 

liberality, open-mindedness, lack of prejudice, 
broad-mindedness, liberalism. 

 deficit (noun) – shortfall, deficiency, shortage, 
lack. 

 toolkit (noun) – a document containing a set of 
details/resources/guidelines/suggestions/various 
urgent action items about something in order to 
get it done. 

 conspiracy (noun) – (unlawful) plan/plot, intrigue, 
collaboration/deception, collusion. 

 activist (noun) – a person who supports a political 
or societal change/cause. 

 perverse (adjective) – awkward, contrary, 
unreasonable, annoying; illogical, irrational, 
inappropriate. 

 dubious (adjective) – suspicious, questionable, 
doubtful. 

 high-handed (adjective) – arrogant, domineering, 
overbearing, heavy-handed; undemocratic, 
oppressive, authoritarian.  

 regime (noun) – government. 
 effect (verb) – cause to happen, bring about, carry 

out, conduct, do. 
 harassment (noun) – persecution, persistent 

annoyance, coercion/intimidation. 
 outdo (verb) – surpass, exceed, outclass. 
 incredible (adjective) – unbelievable, unimagined, 

unthinkable, unconvincing. 
 allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, 

indictment. 
 sedition (noun) – incitement (to riot/rebellion), 

agitation, trouble making/provocation (against the 
established government/authority). 

 amount to (verb) – be equivalent to, be 
tantamount to, be equal to, represent. 
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 Farm Acts, 2000 (noun) – Farm Acts, 2000 refer to 
three agricultural bills passed by Indian Parliament 
in September 2020. The three acts are “The 
Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 (FPTC Act) 
allows farmers to sell their harvest outside the 
notified Agricultural Produce Market Committee 
(APMC) mandis without paying any State taxes or 
fees”, “the Farmers (Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and 
Farm Services Act, 2020 facilitates contract 
farming and direct marketing”, and “the Essential 
Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020 deregulates 
the production, storage, movement and sale of 
several major foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, 
edible oils and onion, except in the case of 
extraordinary circumstances”. 

 incitement (noun) – provocation, persuasion, 
inducement. 

 take into custody (phrase) – to arrest. 
 apparently (adverb) – seemingly, evidently, it 

appears that. 
 lay down (phrasal verb) – formulate, insist on, 

establish, determine. 
 inter- (prefix) – between. 
 mark (verb) – indicate, represent, signify. 
 perversity (noun) – unreasonableness, 

irrationality, illogicality, inappropriateness. 
 high-handedness (noun) – heavy-handedness, 

autocracy, dictatorship, tyranny, absolute power, 
totalitarianism. 

 magistrate (noun) – the judicial officers or civil 
officers of a state who handle minor legal cases in 
a specific area like town, district etc. 

 counsel (noun) – lawyer, legal practitioner, legal 
adviser. 

 mandatory (noun) – obligatory, compulsory, 
binding, required, requisite, necessary, essential. 

 climate change (noun) – a long-term change in the 
Earth’s climate, or of a region on Earth (Courtesy: 
NASA). 

 icon (noun) – celebrity, famous person. 
 prosecution (noun) – legal action, legal 

proceeding, legal case. 
 allege (verb) – claim, accuse, charge. 
 pro- (prefix) – supporting, favouring. 
 separatist (noun) – dissident, nonconformist, 

sectarian. 
 disaffection (noun) – disloyalty, rebellion, 

sedition, insurgence; dissatisfaction. 

 Khalistanis (noun) – people who are related/ 
connected to the Khalistan movement (a Sikh 
separatist movement) seeking to create a 
homeland for Sikhs by establishing a sovereign 
state, called Khālistān (‘Land of the Khalsa’), in the 
Punjab region. 

 outfit (noun) – team, group. 
 disgruntlement, discontent. 
 strange (adjective) – unusual, weird, abnormal, 

atypical. 
 deem (verb) – regard as, consider; view as. 
 far-fetched (adjective) – unlikely, implausible, 

difficult to believe. 
 much more (phrase) – a lot more. 
 call (for) (noun) – demand, appeal; requirement, 

need, necessity. 
 functionary (noun) – official, administrator, office-

holder. 
 activism (noun) – involvement; 

campaigning/supporting (to cause political or 
social change). 

 in support of (phrase) – providing assistance to. 
 ongoing (adjective) – continuing, happening, 

occurring. 
 mobilisation (noun) – the act of bringing forces/ 

people/resources together for a particular cause. 
 adversely (adverb) – unfavourably, badly, 

disadvantageously. 
 reputation (noun) – name, status, position, 

standing. 
 prestige (noun) – status, reputation, image. 
 attract (verb) – draw, pull; arouse, stimulate. 
 embarrassment (noun) – shame, humiliation, 

awkwardness; problem. 
 opprobrium (noun) – condemnation, harsh 

criticism, censure, castigation. 
 indiscriminate (adjective) – thoughtless, careless, 

unsystematic, unmethodical. 
 resort to (verb) – have recourse to, fall back on, 

turn to, make use of, use, utilize, employ. 
 heavy-handed (adjective) – oppressive, 

overbearing, highhanded, harsh. 
 convergence (noun) – coming together, 

intersection, confluence (a process of merging). 
 adverse (adjective) – unfavourable, bad, 

disadvantageous. 
 scrutiny (noun) – examination, inspection, 

investigation. 
 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, on account 

of, as a result of. 
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 deviant (adjective) – aberrant, deviating, 
abnormal, atypical, strange/eccentric, 
nonconformist. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, bring 
about. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 
 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 

sort out. 

 surfeit (noun) – excess, abundance; too much, 
more than enough. 

 repression (noun) – suppression, oppression, 
quelling, restraining/stifling. 

 with each passing day (phrase) – if something 
happens with each passing day, it happens 
continuously. 

***************************************************************************************** 

DEATH TRAP: ON LABOUR REFORMS 
Labour reforms and technological advances within the fireworks industry are necessary 

 Thousands of workers in Tamil Nadu’s famed fireworks industry remain trapped in unsafe conditions 
despite an unending series of accidents that keeps drawing attention to their plight. In the latest accident at a 
fireworks unit in Virudhunagar, at last count, 20 lives have perished, while 28 workers are in hospital. Such 
tragedies, caused predominantly by gross violation of norms governing the hazardous industry and human 
error in handling explosive substances, have occurred with some regularity now. In 11 months, 25 lives were 
lost in major blazes in three other fireworks factories in Virudhunagar (9), Cuddalore (9), and Madurai (7). 
Most victims were women. While the dead end up in statistical records, on the ground there is only short-term 
action: registration of cases, arrests, identification of causes, token inspections, issuance of warnings and 
safety advisories. The causes are well documented. Unlicensed units that have mushroomed in and outside 
Sivakasi mostly escape scrutiny till explosions occur. A greater concern is the illegal sub-leasing of contracts for 
manufacturing crackers by licensed units. Preliminary investigation into the current tragedy has also revealed 
sub-leasing of works to several persons. The very nature of work in a hazardous industry makes sub-leasing a 
byword for safety compromise. It leads to conversion of every shed in a manufacturing unit into a ‘factory’ in 
itself with inflammable chemicals stored all over. Consequently, the limit on workers to be deployed is violated 
resulting in crowding in each shed. Supervision of the quantum of chemicals to be mixed or stored — a key 
task to avoid friction — becomes a casualty.  
 Untrained workers and the piece-rate system, which induces people to race to produce more units per 
day, have also caused accidents. Eyewitness accounts suggest that in the latest accident, a worker, possibly 
fatigued, had hurriedly emptied semi-finished crackers triggering an explosion. While the Petroleum and 
Explosives Safety Organisation offers training for workers, shortage of labour has prompted the industry to 
hire new recruits with limited skills. The industry continues to be labour-intensive, although a decade ago 
Parliament was informed that automation of the hazardous manufacturing process would be undertaken. 
Periodic inspections at factories, sustained crackdown and stringent penal action against violators are non-
negotiable. For this, Central and State governments must provide the needed manpower for enforcement 
agencies as the industry has grown manifold. A sustained political push for labour reforms and technological 
innovations within the industry is also essential. After all, there can be no joy during any celebrations using 
fireworks if those making it lead a life of dangerous uncertainty. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 trap (noun) – unescapable & very bad situation. 
 Labour Law Reforms (noun) – various legislative, 

administrative and e-governance initiatives have 
been taken by the Central Government and State 
Governments to generate employment and to 
facilitate ease of doing business. 

 advance (noun) – breakthrough, development, 
step forward. 

 famed (adjective) – notable, well known, famous. 

 trap (verb) – get stuck, get caught; confine, 
prevent (from escaping). 

 draw attention to (phrase) – emphasize, highlight, 
underscore; focus on. 

 plight (noun) – difficult situation, trouble/ 
difficulty, quandary. 

 perish (verb) – die, expire, be killed suddenly 
(particularly in an accident). 
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 predominantly (adverb) – mainly, mostly, 
commonly. 

 gross (adjective) – flagrant, overt, blatant, glaring, 
obvious/ evident; total/complete. 

 norms (noun) – standard, convention, guidelines, 
criterion. 

 hazardous (adjective) – dangerous, risky, unsafe, 
perilous. 

 hazardous industry (noun) – an industry which is 
having any condition that may cause injury or 
death to personnel or loss of product or property. 

 explosive (adjective) – inflammable, flammable, 
combustible, incendiary/fire-producing. 

 regularity (noun) – commonness, widespread 
presence, generality, ubiquitousness. 

 blaze (noun) – fire, flames, conflagration, inferno. 
 end up (phrasal verb) – come/appear, find oneself 

(to a particular course of action in the end). 
 on the ground (phrase) – in a situation/place 

where things are happening really/practically. 
 token (adjective) – symbolic. 
 issuance (noun) – an act of issuing/providing 

something. 
 advisory (noun) – official communication, 

announcement, press release. 
 mushroom (verb) – grow rapidly, boom, explode. 
 scrutiny (noun) – examination, inspection, 

investigation. 
 explosion (noun) – detonation, blowing up, 

ignition, burst. 
 sub-leasing (noun) – an act of leasing contracts to 

a third party by the licensed units. 
 byword (noun) – a perfect example of, a classic 

case of, a model of. 
 compromise (noun) – undermining, diminishing, 

lessening. 
 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, call 

forth, give rise to. 
 shed (noun) – a place with a roofed structure. 
 in itself (phrase) – of itself, by itself, as such. 
 inflammable (adjective) – flammable, explosive, 

easily burnable, incendiary. 
 consequently (adverb) – as a result, therefore, for 

this reason, because of that. 
 deploy (verb) – use, utilize, employ.  
 result in (phrasal verb) – cause, bring on, bring 

about, call forth, give rise to. 

 quantum (noun) – measure, amount, portion. 
 casualty (noun) – victim, loss, death, fatality. 
 piece-rate (noun as modifier) – a wage/payment 

paid for each unit of production at a fixed rate. 
 race (verb) – hurry, rush make haste. 
 account (noun) – report, narrative, statement, 

news. 
 fatigue (verb) – weary, tire, exhaust. 
 hurriedly (adverb) – quickly, hastily, rapidly. 
 semi-finished (adjective) – partly finished. 
 trigger (verb) – cause, produce, bring about, 

prompt. 
 Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation 

(PESO) (noun) -The Petroleum and Explosives 
Safety Organization (PESO), formerly known as 
Department of Explosives, since its inception on 
05/09/1898, has been serving the nation as a 
nodal agency for regulating the safety of 
hazardous substances such as explosives, 
compressed gases, and petroleum. 

 labour-intensive (adjective) – relating to the 
process where a larger portion of total costs is due 
to labour as compared with the portion for costs 
incurred in the purchase, maintenance, and 
depreciation of capital equipment. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 
 undertake (verb) – begin, start; engage in, become 

involved in, take part in. 
 periodic (adjective) – regular, repeated, recurrent. 
 sustained (adjective) – continuous, constant, 

steady. 
 crackdown (noun) – getting tough, severe/stern 

measures, restriction, suppression/repression, 
clampdown. 

 stringent (adjective) – strict, firm, rigid, rigorous. 
 non-negotiable (adjective) – inviolable, 

undebatable, unchallengeable. 
 penal (adjective) – disciplinary, punitive, 

corrective; punishable by law. 
 enforcement (noun) – imposition, 

implementation, execution. 
 manifold (adjective) – many, numerous, multiple. 
 push (noun) – effort, initiative, drive, motivation. 
 uncertainty (noun) – unpredictability, unreliability, 

riskiness/precariousness. 

 


