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ENDLESS WAR:  
ON WHY SAUDI ARABIA SHOULD END ITS YEMEN BLOCKADE 

Saudi Arabia should end the blockade of Yemen and start talks with rebel factions 
 The Biden administration’s decision to end U.S. support for Saudi Arabia’s Yemen war is a signal to 
Riyadh that the Trump-era open support it had enjoyed is a matter of the past. The U.S. offered support to 
Saudi Arabia’s campaign against the Houthi rebels in Yemen when Barack Obama was the President. Donald 
Trump continued that policy, overlooking the disastrous effects of the war that has turned Yemen, one of the 
poorest Arab countries, into a humanitarian catastrophe. In its last hours, the Trump State Department 
designated the Houthis, who are backed by Iran, as a terrorist organisation. Rights groups have condemned the 
move, saying that the designation would complicate aid efforts as the Houthis control a sizeable part of 
Yemen, including the capital. Mr. Biden has now taken a different line, initiating steps to remove the Houthis 
from the terror list, among other actions. This is part of his larger attempts to rewrite the U.S.’s West Asia 
policy which, under Mr. Trump, was almost entirely focused on containing Iran. The administration’s message 
seems to have reached Riyadh. Saudi Arabia ended a nearly four-year-long blockade of Qatar, another 
American ally, after Mr. Biden was elected President. It has also signalled that it would carry out domestic 
reforms keeping human rights in focus. But it is yet to make any definite moves to wrap up the Yemen conflict. 
 Yemen is a case study for a war that has gone wrong on all fronts. When the Saudis started bombing 
the country in March 2015, their plan was to oust the Houthis from Sana’a and restore a pro-Riyadh 
government. Despite the Saudi-led attacks, the Houthis held on to the territories they captured, while the 
Saudi-backed government of President Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi was teetering on the brink of collapse. After 
five years of fighting, the United Arab Emirates pulled out of the war last year. And the UAE-backed Southern 
Transitional Council wants southern Yemen to be an independent entity. While these multiple factions 
continued to fight, more than 10,000 people were killed in attacks and tens of thousands more died of 
preventable diseases. Yemen also stares at famine. It is a lose-lose war for everyone. Saudi Arabia has failed to 
oust the Houthis from Sana’a and is now facing frequent rocket and drone attacks by the rebels. The Houthis 
are living in permanent war, unable to provide even basic services to the people in the territories they control. 
Yemen’s internationally recognised government practically lacks any power and legitimacy at home as the war 
is being fought by other players. Ending the war is in the best interest of all parties. Mr. Biden should push 
Saudi Arabia and its allies to end their blockade of Yemen and initiate talks with the country’s multiple rebel 
factions. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 blockade (noun) – an act of war by which one 

party blocks entry to or departure from a defined 
part of an enemy’s territory; barricade, barrier; 
obstacle/impediment. 

 rebel (adjective) – insurgent, rebellious, 
dissenting/agitating. 

 faction (noun) – group, section, division (within a 
larger group). 

 a matter/thing of the past (phrase) – something 
that no longer occurs. 

 campaign (noun) – an organized effort which 
seeks to influence the decision making progress 
within a specific group. 

 Houthi rebels (noun) – a decades-old resistance 
movement, born in opposition to Saudi Arabia’s 
religious influence. Yemen’s Houthi rebels are 
leading the fight against a Saudi-led coalition. 

 overlook (verb) – neglect, ignore, disregard, turn a 
blind eye. 

 disastrous (adjective) – terrible/horrible, 
shocking, unfortunate, ill-fated, detrimental. 

 humanitarian (adjective) – compassionate, 
humane, socially concerned. 

 catastrophe (noun) – disaster, calamity, mishap, 
crisis. 

 humanitarian crisis (noun) – it is also called a 
humanitarian disaster/catastrophe; a situation 
with high levels of human suffering in which basic 
human welfare is in danger on a large scale. 

 designate (verb) – identify, label, classify, 
pronounce. 

 back (verb) – support, endorse, uphold, champion. 
 condemn (verb) – censure, criticize, castigate. 
 move (noun) – action, deed, activity. 
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 designation (noun) – classification,  labelling, 
pinpointing/naming. 

 sizeable (adjective) – substantial, considerable, 
significant. 

 line (noun) – policy; position. 
 contain (verb) – control, restrain, rein in, suppress, 

repress, stifle. 
 ally (noun) – a country/state with an alliance with 

another one in which they promise to support 
each other militarily and to defend each other. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 
execute. 

 wrap up (phrasal verb) – complete/conclude 
something. 

 conflict (noun) – war, armed conflict, action, 
military action, battle, fighting. 

 case study (noun) – good, instructive example; 
record, evidence. 

 front (noun) – an area of operation; a particular 
situation. 

 oust (verb) – remove, dislodge, overthrow. 
 pro- (prefix) – supporting, favouring. 

 hold on to (phrasal verb) – keep or retain 
something. 

 teeter on the edge/brink (phrase) – to be very 
close to an unpleasant or difficult or dangerous 
situation. 

 pull out (phrasal verb) – withdraw, retreat, 
get/move out. 

 Southern Transitional Council (STC) (noun) – a 
secessionist organization in Yemen. 

 entity (noun) – establishment, system, body. 
 stare at (verb) – look fixedly, gaze. 
 famine (noun) – deficiency, shortfall, lack, 

 insufficiency, scarcity (of food). 
 lose-lose (adjective) – relating to a situation which 

is not beneficial to all those involved in it. 
 Sana’a (noun) – The capital of Yemen. 
 drone (noun) – unmanned aircraft/missile. 
 territory (noun) – area, region. 
 legitimacy (noun) – legality, validity, lawfulness. 
 at home (phrase) – in one’s own country. 
 push (verb) – urge, force, pressurize. 

***************************************************************************************** 

BOOSTING CONFIDENCE: 
ON NEED FOR EFFICIENT USE OF COVID-19 VACCINE STOCKS 

The government should ensure that the available stocks of vaccine are used efficiently 
 The downward trend in fresh coronavirus infections in India continues to inspire confidence that the 
pandemic is on the wane. The daily new cases fell below 10,000 for the third time this month. India’s tally is 
now 10.9 million cases and fresh reported fatalities were recorded below 100 for the eighth time this month, 
according to Health Ministry data. On January 1, there were around 20,000 fresh infections, which fell to about 
11,000 by the month end. Should this sharp decline continue for this month too, then it would be a truly 
propitious turn of events. So far, around 8.2 million doses of vaccine have been administered to healthcare 
workers and some frontline workers, though this is still below the first lot of 16.5 million doses of Covishield 
and Covaxin that the government commissioned from their manufacturers. India has also managed to donate 
vaccines to neighbouring countries. For now, supply seems to far exceed demand, with only around half of 
those enrolled for vaccinations showing up for their doses. Saturday marked 28 days since the first doses of 
vaccine were administered and time for the first batch of those inoculated to show up for their second dose. 
The government is also considering administering vaccines to those above 50 and those younger with co-
morbidities from March. India is also likely to get 97 million doses of Covishield by June — half of them by 
March. 
 This is a far cry from many countries where demand far exceeds supply and experiments are under 
way to test if different vaccines can be administered as first and second doses, so that more people may get at 
least one dose. However, the disappearance of a pandemic does not equate to the vanishing of the virus. The 
results of the ongoing serology surveys from the ICMR, meant to estimate the prevalence of COVID-antibodies, 
say that only around 21% of the population has been exposed to the virus. That, combined with the fact that 
there is so far no reliable information on the kind of coronavirus variants prevalent in the population, means 
that India can ill-afford to be complacent. Though dreaded variants such as the South African one have not yet 
been identified in India, key mutations (E484K and N440K) that are known to help the coronavirus evade 
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antibodies have been reported in India. In spite of a consortium of labs analysing variants since December, 
there is no firm indication from the Centre if the U.K. variant has been found outside of those with a history of 
international travel. However, the government’s message to not be complacent and continue to adhere to 
mask use is in the right scientific spirit, given the uncertainty about virus evolution. Considerable hesitancy 
continues to exist as evidenced in Chhattisgarh. The Centre should work on furnishing efficacy data on Covaxin 
as well as improving public confidence, in ways that the available stocks of vaccine can be efficiently used. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 
 downward (adjective) – descending, decreasing, 

going down, sliding, falling. 
 coronavirus (CoV) (noun) – a large family of 

viruses that cause illness ranging from the 
common cold to more severe diseases. common 
signs of infection include respiratory symptoms, 
fever, cough, shortness of breath, and breathing 
difficulties. In more severe cases, the infection can 
cause pneumonia, severe acute respiratory 
syndrome, kidney failure, and even death.  

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 
disease; The illness spreads around the world and 
typically affects a large number of people across a 
wide area. 

 on the wane (phrase) – decreasing, diminishing, 
contracting, declining. 

 fatality (noun) – death, casualty, mortality/loss. 
 propitious (adjective) – favourable, promising, 

optimistic, advantageous, hopeful. 
 turn of events (phrase) – development, incident, 

occurrence, happening, circumstance, 
phenomenon. 

 so far (phrase) – until now, up to the present, up 
to this point. 

 dose (noun) – an amount/quantity of something. 
 administer (verb) – dispense, provide, give, apply 

(a drug/vaccine). 
 frontline staff/worker/responder/ personnel  

(noun)  – a person who is among the first to arrive 
and provide assistance at the scene of an 
emergency. First/front line workers/responders 
typically include paramedics, emergency medical 
technicians, police officers, firefighters, sanitary 
workers & etc. 

 lot (noun) – batch, set, collection, consignment, 
quantity. 

 commission (verb) – order, put in an order for, 
place an order for; bring something (newly 
produced) into use. 

 Oxford vaccine/Covishield (noun) – (ChAdOx1 
nCoV-19) or (AZD1222) is a COVID-19 vaccine 
candidate developed by Oxford University and 
AstraZeneca, UK Ltd. (named Covishield in 
India). Serum Institute of India (SII), a 
biotechnology company has partnered with global 
pharma giant AstraZeneca and Oxford University 
for this vaccine candidate ‘Covidshield’. 

 Covaxin (noun) – India’s first indigenous COVID-19 
vaccine candidate (COVAXIN) developed by a 
Hyderabad-based company (Bharat Biotech) in 
collaboration with the ICMR (The Indian Council of 
Medical Research). 

 neighbouring (adjective) – adjacent. 
 for now (phrase) – for the time being, for the 

present, for the moment. 
 far (adverb) – much, considerably, greatly, 

significantly. 
 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a vaccine to 

protect against a particular disease; immunization. 
 inoculate (verb) – to inject/introduce a vaccine 

into the body of someone to produce immunity to 
a particular disease; immunize, vaccinate. 

 show up (phrasal verb) – turn up, arrive, come, be 
present. 

 co-morbidity (noun) – the presence of one or 
more additional conditions (diseases/problems) 
co-occurring/co-existing with a primary condition 
(disease/problem). 

 likely (adverb) – probably, in all probability, 
presumably. 

 (be) a far cry from (phrase) – to be entirely 
different from something. 

 under way (phrase) – in progress, happening, 
occurring, taking place. 

 equate to (verb) – correspond, be equivalent, 
amount to. 

 the vanishing (noun) – disappearance, end. 
 ongoing (adjective) – continuing, happening, 

occurring. 
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 serology (noun) – a method of diagnostic 
examination of blood serum concerning the 
immune system’s response to pathogens (the 
pathogen is something, like bacteria/virus, that 
causes disease). (serum is an amber (yellowish-
orange), watery fluid, rich in proteins, obtained 
from blood that has coagulated whereas plasma is 
a clear yellowish fluid part of the blood, contains 
blood clotting agents-Fibrinogen). 

 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) (noun) 
– the apex body in India for the formulation, 
coordination and promotion of biomedical 
research, is one of the oldest medical research 
bodies in the world. As early as in 1911, the 
Government of India set up the Indian Research 
Fund Association (IRFA) with the specific objective 
of sponsoring and coordinating medical research 
in the country. It was redesignated in 1949 as the 
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). The 
ICMR is funded by the Government of India 
through the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. 

 prevalence (noun) – it refers to the number of 
cases of a disease that are present in a particular 
population at a given time whereas “incidence” 
refers to the number of new cases that develop in 
a given period of time. 

 antibody (noun) – it is also called 
‘immunoglobulin’; a protective protein produced 
mainly by plasma (blood) cells in the immune 
system in response to the presence of antigens 
(disease causing organisms (bacteria & viruses) 
and other harmful/toxic foreign substances like 
insect venom). 

 expose (verb) – be subjected to something 
(infectious agents & others). 

 variant (noun) – different or form or version or 
mutant of something (virus). 

 prevalent (adjective) – widespread, usual/ 
common, ubiquitous. 

 can ill-afford (phrase) – to prevent something 
from happening because it would be embarrassing 
and cause problems (if it happens). 

 complacent (adjective) – careless, casual, 
unconcerned, uninterested, apathetic, 
perfunctory;  smug, self-satisfied, pleased/proud 
of oneself, self-opinionated, satisfied, pleased, 
contented. 

 dreaded (adjective) – frightening, frightful, 
terrifying. 

 mutation (noun) – a significant and basic 
“alteration/variation” in the DNA sequence. 

 E484K mutation (noun) – The E484K mutation is 
not a new variant in itself, it’s a mutation which 
occurs in different variants and has already been 
found in the South African (B.1.351) and Brazilian 
(B.1.1.28) variants. The mutation is in the spike 
protein and appears to have an impact on the 
body’s immune response and, possibly, vaccine 
efficacy. E484K is called an escape mutation 
because it helps the virus slip past the body’s 
immune defences. 

 N440K mutation (noun) – India, too, has wide 
variants of the novel coronavirus. It was found 
that out of the 86 immune escape variants found 
widely distributed in different countries, India has 
19 variants currently. With N440K having the 
highest frequency in India of 2.1%. This variant has 
the highest prevalence in the state of Andhra 
Pradesh. 

 evade (verb) – avoid, dodge, elude, escape. 
 in spite of (phrase) – despite, notwithstanding, 

regardless of. 
 consortium (noun) – association, alliance, union, 

partnership. Consortia is a plural form of a 
consortium. 

 adhere to (verb) – abide by, follow, obey, comply 
with. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 
account, bearing in mind. 

 uncertainty (noun) – unpredictability, unreliability, 
riskiness/precariousness. 

 evolution (noun) – development, advancement, 
growth, rise, progress. 

 considerable (adjective) – substantial, a lot of, 
significant, much. 

 hesitancy (noun) – reluctance, unwillingness, 
disinclination. 

 vaccine hesitancy (noun) – a reluctance or refusal 
to be vaccinated or to have one’s children 
vaccinated; reluctance or refusal to vaccinate 
despite the availability of vaccines. 

 furnish (verb) – provide, give. 
 efficacy (noun) – In medicine, the ability of an 

intervention (for example, a drug or surgery) to 
produce the desired beneficial effect; 
effectiveness, efficiency, power. 
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