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ORIGIN AND SPREAD: ON THE SOURCE OF SARS-COV-2 
Identifying the source of SARS-CoV-2 is important for containing fresh outbreaks 

 By concluding that a virus leak from a laboratory in China’s Wuhan, where the SARS-CoV-2 virus first 
emerged, is “extremely unlikely” and did not require further study, a 17-member WHO team and its Chinese 
counterparts have put to rest conspiracy theories that emerged early during the pandemic. While many scientists 
had dismissed the lab-origin theory, in mid-February 2020, a group of 27 prominent scientists from outside China 
“strongly condemned conspiracy theories” in a letter published in The Lancet. The group said scientists who had 
analysed virus genome sequence data shared by China and multiple countries could “overwhelmingly conclude” 
that SARS-CoV-2, like emerging pathogens, had originated in wildlife. Even a year since the letter and after nearly 
half-a-million genome submissions to a public database, scientists have not found any sign of direct human 
influence. The WHO team’s investigation now strongly suggests virus origin to a natural reservoir in bats, but 
unlikely to have been in Wuhan, which is miles from any natural bat habitat. The virus jumping directly from bats to 
humans is highly unlikely and initial investigation too suggests the role of an intermediary host species. The team 
has not been able to confirm the intermediary host. 
 While early data suggest that the virus could have been circulating in Wuhan for weeks before it was 
identified in the Chinese city, it asserts that there is no evidence of large outbreaks in Wuhan prior to December 
2019. Chinese media reported in early 2020 based on unpublished government data of a Hubei resident infected 
with the novel virus in mid-November. Also, in a report in The New England Journal of Medicine, scientists from the 
China CDC found evidence of human-to-human transmission as early as mid-December 2019, which again suggests 
virus circulation weeks before it was identified in Wuhan. China officially confirmed human-to-human transmission 
only in mid-January. While the possibility of transmission via frozen food, a theory embraced by Chinese officials, 
has not been ruled out, the possibility of such a route appears unlikely as instances of live viruses on packaging have 
been “rare and isolated”. The WHO visit is just the beginning of a long endeavour to uncover the origin of the virus. 
It will succeed only when scientific investigation is allowed to follow its course without being politicised. As in the 
case of the SARS outbreak in the 2000s, China again failed to be truly transparent during the SARS-CoV-2 outbreak. 
It can partially undo the damage done by now being more open and cooperative so that future outbreaks of related 
coronaviruses can be identified and contained early, if not prevented. 

 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 
 source (noun) – origin, place of origin, starting point. 
 novel coronavirus (nCoV) (SARS-CoV-2) (noun) – a 

new strain (type/variety) coronavirus that has not 
been previously identified in humans.  

 contain (verb) – control, curb, keep under control, 
restrain, limit. 

 outbreak (noun) – outburst, flaring up, breakout, 
sudden appearance/occurrence of something. 

 unlikely (adjective) – not likely (to be true/to 
happen). 

 counterpart (noun) – equivalent, equal (person); 
fellow, peer. 

 put to rest (phrase) – to stop people from 
concerning/doubting about an issue by explaining/ 
resolving it. 

 conspiracy (noun) – (unlawful) plan/plot, intrigue, 
collaboration/deception, collusion. 

 conspiracy theory (noun) – an event or situation that 
invokes a conspiracy by sinister (criminal/menacing) 
and powerful groups, often political in motivation. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 
disease; The illness spreads around the world and 
typically affects a large number of people across a 
wide area. 

 dismiss (verb) – put away, set aside, disregard, brush 
off, shrug off, forget. 

 lab-origin theory (noun) – the theory (belief/ 
opinion) that says COVID-19 originated in a lab in 
Wuhan. 

 condemn (verb) – censure, criticize, castigate; doom, 
destine, damn. 

 The Lancet (noun) – a weekly peer-reviewed general 
medical journal. It is among the world’s oldest and 
best-known general medical journals. 

 genome (noun) – the genetic material (a complete 
set of DNA, including all of its genes) of an 
organism. The sum total of the genetic material of a 
cell or an organism. 

 sequence (noun) – the complete order of 
compounds/building blocks (nucleotides) of nucleic 
acids, such as RNA or DNA. 

https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/who-says-coronavirus-unlikely-to-have-leaked-from-china-lab/article33792323.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/opinion-sars-cov-2-a-preprint-provides-ammunition-to-conspiracy-theories-about-virus-origin/article30873615.ece
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30418-9/fulltext
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/how-bats-harbour-several-viruses-yet-not-get-sick/article30711334.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/virus-may-have-emerged-in-august/article31798472.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/virus-may-have-emerged-in-august/article31798472.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/human-to-human-transmission-in-wuhan-started-in-mid-december/article30712157.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/not-enough-is-known-about-china-coronavirus-strain-says-who-official-roderico-ofrin/article30617318.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/living-coronavirus-found-on-imported-frozen-food-packaging-in-china/article32885391.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/slow-progress-on-whos-assurance-to-uncover-origin-of-covid-19/article33224849.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-sat-on-coronavirus-pandemic-news-for-six-days/article31350473.ece
https://www.lexico.com/definition/source
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/contain
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/outbreak
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/unlikely
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/counterpart?q=Counterpart+
https://www.lexico.com/definition/lay_something_to_rest
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/conspiracy
https://www.lexico.com/definition/conspiracy_theory
https://www.lexico.com/definition/pandemic
https://www.lexico.com/definition/dismiss
https://www.lexico.com/definition/condemn
https://www.lexico.com/definition/genome
https://www.lexico.com/definition/sequence
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 genome sequence (noun) – a process that 
determines the order, or sequence, of the DNA 
(nucleotides i.e., A, C, G and U) in each of the genes 
present in the virus’s genome. 

 overwhelmingly (adverb) – with a great majority; to 
a very great degree. 

 pathogen (noun) – bacteria/virus that causes 
disease. 

 wildlife (noun) – animals, wild animals. 
 submission (noun) – proposal, suggestion, 

proposition, recommendation. 
 reservoir (noun) – In infectious disease ecology and 

epidemiology, a natural reservoir, also known as a 
disease reservoir or a reservoir of infection, is the 
population of organisms (living things-plants/ 
animals) or the specific environment in which an 
infectious pathogen (virus/bacteria) naturally lives 
and reproduces, or upon which the pathogen 
primarily depends for its survival. 

 habitat (noun) – natural environment, natural 
territory, natural surroundings. 

 definite host (noun) – (in biology) a host is a 
larger organism that harbours (carries) a 
smaller organism; an organism in which the parasite 
reaches the adult stage and reproduces sexually, if 
possible (harbour means carry the germs of a 
disease). 

 intermediate host (noun) – an organism that 
harbours (carries) the sexually immature parasite 
and is required by the parasite to undergo 
development and complete its life cycle. 

 species (noun) – living things (organisms); A 
group/breed/family of living organisms (animals & 

plants) with the individual having the same quality & 
can breed (in nature). 

 assert (verb) – claim, proclaim, announce, 
pronounce, declare. 

 Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) (noun) – Chinese Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention (briefly as China CDC) is a 
governmental and national-level technical 
organization specialized in disease control and 
prevention and public health. 

 possibility (noun) – chance, probability. 
 frozen (adjective) – chilled, iced (to preserve food 

items); preserved. 
 embrace (verb) – welcome, accept, adapt. 
 rule out (phrasal verb) – eliminate, reject, dismiss. 
 endeavour (noun) – activity, pursuit, exercise, 

undertaking. 
 uncover (verb) – find out, discover, dig up, identify 

(something unknown). 
 course (noun) – plan of action, course of action, 

method of working, procedure, process. 
 politicise (verb) – to make something into a political 

issue. 
 severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) (noun) –

 SARS coronavirus (SARS-CoV) is thought to be an 
animal virus from an as-yet-uncertain animal 
reservoir, perhaps bats, that spread to other animals 
(civet cats). It is a viral (human-to-human 
transmission) that can cause severe respiratory 
illness or death. 

 transparent (adjective) – open/candid, forthright, 
straightforward, honest. 

 undo (verb) – cancel, reverse, revoke, nullify. 

****************************************************************************************** 
 

MEDIA AS TARGET: ON ED SEARCHES AT NEWSCLICK OFFICE 
There must be no room for suspicion that agencies are being used for curbing dissent 

 Ordinarily, searches and seizures are the legitimate starting point of an investigation, done on the basis of 
prior information. But the ED’s raids in the office of independent digital news platform NewsClick, and in the 
residence of its promoter and editor-in-chief, have invited justified condemnation from organisations representing 
the media. There is every likelihood that this operation is linked to the platform’s in-depth coverage of ongoing 
protests as well as the various struggles of the people and the grassroot organisations that represent them. 
Ostensibly arising from an FIR registered by the Delhi police some months ago, the ED is said to be investigating 
alleged money-laundering to the tune of ₹30 crore. Not much is known about the nature of the police case, but the 
agency is empowered by the Prevention of Money-Laundering Act to investigate if the proceeds of crime related to 
a ‘predicate offence’ have been laundered. Whether such a primary offence has been established or not, and if so, 
whether NewsClick is in any way linked to it, is unclear. However, in the light of the manner in which the central 
agency is wont to enter the scene to investigate both real and imaginary allegations against anyone vocally critical 
of the government, it is difficult to brush aside the suspicion that the website is being targeted for its coverage of 
the farmers’ agitation as well as last year’s country-wide protests against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act. 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/overwhelmingly
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/pathogen
https://www.lexico.com/definition/wildlife
https://www.lexico.com/definition/submission
https://www.lexico.com/definition/reservoir
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/habitat
https://www.lexico.com/definition/definitive_host
https://www.lexico.com/definition/intermediate_host
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/species
https://www.lexico.com/definition/assert
https://www.lexico.com/definition/possibility
https://www.lexico.com/definition/frozen
https://www.lexico.com/synonym/embrace
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/rule_something_out_(or_in)
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/endeavour
https://www.lexico.com/definition/uncover
https://www.lexico.com/definition/course
https://www.lexico.com/definition/politicize
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/transparent
https://www.lexico.com/definition/undo
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ed-conducts-searches-at-newsclick-office/article33795253.ece
https://www.newsclick.in/articles/Farmers%E2%80%99%20Protest
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/citizenship-amendment-act/
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 The present regime’s record is quite dismal when it comes to the obvious use of central agencies such as 
the CBI, ED, IT and even the NIA, to rein in dissenting voices. It is unfortunate that specialised agencies are allowing 
themselves to be used as force multipliers in political battles against sections of the Opposition. Amidst claims that 
there are varying kinds of conspiracies against the government and India, it is no surprise that relentless journalistic 
focus on protests, which are basically steps taken in pursuit of redress for public grievances, is inviting repressive 
action. Laws that are serious in nature and ought not to be invoked lightly are being used with abandon against 
those seen to have invited the establishment’s wrath. This may explain the frequency with which the offence of 
sedition is being invoked for speeches and writings, while allegations of anti-national activity peddled by those 
groomed to build such narratives lead to action under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. In other instances, 
cases of promoting social enmity or outraging religious sentiments are also slapped selectively to ‘discipline’ 
comedians and script-writers. The Supreme Court’s intervention has protected prominent journalists from arrest for 
defamation for tweets that turned out to be incorrect. It no more behoves a responsible and responsive 
government to dismiss criticism of its treatment of dissenters, including journalists who do not agree with it, as 
motivated or inspired by foreign elements. 

 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 
 Enforcement Directorate (ED) (noun) – Directorate 

of Enforcement is a specialized financial investigation 
agency under the Department of Revenue, Ministry 
of Finance, Government of India. It was established 
in the year 1956 with its Headquarters at New Delhi. 
It is responsible for enforcement of the Foreign 
Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) (Civil Law) 
and certain provisions under the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) (Criminal Law). 

 room (noun) – scope, opportunity, chance (for 
something to happen). 

 suspicion (noun) – misgiving, 
doubt/qualm, distrust, scepticism. 

 curb (verb) – control, contain, restrict, limit. 
 dissent (noun) – disagreement, a difference of 

opinion, disapproval, opposition. 
 search and seizure (phrase) – a procedure used in 

many civil law and common law legal systems by 
which police or other authorities and their agents, 
who, suspecting that a crime has been committed, 
commence a search of a person’s property 
and confiscate (take possession of) any relevant 
evidence found in connection to the crime. 

 invite (verb) – cause, create, encourage, lead to, call 
forth, make happen. 

 condemnation (noun) – censure, criticism, 
castigation, stricture. 

 likelihood (noun) – probability, chance, possibility. 
 in-depth (adjective) – complete, thorough, 

comprehensive. 
 ongoing (adjective) – continuing, 

happening/occurring, unending, unceasing, 
relentless. 

 grassroot (noun as modifier) – the most basic level of 
an organisation. 

 ostensibly (adverb) – apparently, seemingly, 
supposedly. 

 first information report (FIR) (noun) – a written 
document prepared by the police when they 
receive information about the commission of a 
cognizable offence. 

 alleged (adjective) – supposed, claimed, professed, 
purported. 

 money-laundering (noun) – a secret act of moving 
illegally acquired funds into legal bank accounts or 
investments. 

 to the tune of (phrase) – amounting to. 
 empower (verb) – authorize, allow, entitle. 
 Prevention of Money-Laundering Act (PMLA), 

2002 (noun) – It is an Act of the Parliament of India 
enacted by the NDA government to prevent money-
laundering and to provide for confiscation of 
property derived from money-laundering. 

 proceeds (noun) – the amount of money received 
from an event/activity or from the sale of goods or 
services; income, revenue, profit, earnings, returns, 
gains. 

 predicate offence (noun) – a crime that is a 
component of a more serious crime. For example, 
producing unlawful funds is the primary offence, and 
money laundering is the predicate offence. 

 launder (verb) – hide the source of money received 
illegally. 

 in the light of (phrase) – considering, taking into 
account, keeping in mind. 

 wont (adjective) – used, accustomed, given, inclined. 
 vocally (adverb) – vociferously, outspokenly, 

forthrightly, directly. 
 critical (adjective) – criticizing, fault-finding,  

condemning, disapproving. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/republic-day-violence-sc-stays-arrest-of-shashi-tharoor-rajdeep-sardesai-and-five-journalists/article33789972.ece
https://www.lexico.com/definition/room
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/suspicion
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/curb
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/dissent
https://www.lexico.com/definition/invite
https://www.lexico.com/definition/condemnation
https://www.lexico.com/definition/likelihood
https://www.lexico.com/definition/in-depth
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/ongoing
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/grass_roots
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/ostensibly
https://www.lexico.com/definition/alleged
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/money_laundering
https://www.lexico.com/definition/to_the_tune_of
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/empower
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/proceeds
https://www.lexico.com/definition/launder
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/in_(the)_light_of
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/wont
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/vocally
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/critical
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 allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, indictment. 
 brush aside (phrasal verb) – dismiss, disregard, 

ignore. 
 agitation (noun) – (public) protest. 
 Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) (noun) – The 

Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 seeks to grant 
citizenship to religious minorities of Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, and Bangladesh, who had to flee their 
homeland facing persecution. The six minority 
groups that have been specifically identified are 
Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Buddhists, Christians, and Parsis. 

 regime (noun) – government. 
 dismal (adjective) – bad, poor, dreadful, 

awful/terrible. 
 National Investigation Agency (NIA) (noun) – The 

National Investigation Agency is a central agency 
established by the Indian Government to combat 
terror in India. It is functioning as the Central 
Counter-Terrorism Law Enforcement Agency in the 
country. The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is 
created following the terror attack in Mumbai on 
December 26, 2008. It came into being on December 
31, 2008, with the passage of the NIA Act of 2008. 

 rein in (phrasal verb) – to control, restrain, restrict, 
limit someone/something. 

 dissenting (adjective) – opposite, contradicting, 
disagreeing, conflicting. 

 voice (noun) – opinion, view; means of expression; 
power of speech. 

 force multiplier (noun) – something which enhances 
effort to produce more results. 

 amidst (preposition) – amid, in the middle of; during. 
 conspiracy (noun) – (unlawful) plan/plot, intrigue, 

collaboration/deception, collusion. 
 it is no surprise (phrase) – as expected, as 

anticipated, as predicted. 
 relentless (adjective) – persistent, constant, 

continuous, non-stop. 
 pursuit (noun) – quest for, search for, chase after. 
 in pursuit of (phrase) – with the aim/purpose of 

achieving something. 
 redress (verb) – rectify, correct, put right, set 

right, compensate. 
 grievance (noun) – complaint, problem, 

objection/protest. 
 repressive (adjective) – oppressive, 

dominating/coercive, authoritarian/draconian. 
 ought (not) to (modal verb) – must (not), should 

(not). 

 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce. 
 abandon (noun) – recklessness, lack of restraint, 

unruliness, wildness, wantonness. 
 the establishment (noun) – the powers that be, the 

authorities, the system, the ruling class, the regime, 
bureaucracy, officialdom. 

 wrath (noun) – anger, rage, fury, annoyance, 
indignation, outrage. 

 offence (noun) – attack, onslaught, assault; crime, 
illegal/unlawful act, misdeed, wrongdoing. 

 sedition (noun) – incitement (to riot/rebellion), 
agitation, trouble making/provocation (against the 
established government/authority). 

 peddle (verb) – advocate, promote, recommend, 
champion. 

 groom (verb) – prepare, train, make ready. 
 narrative (noun) – a representation of a particular 

situation; portrayal/account. 
 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, call forth, 

give rise to. 
 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) (noun) –

 an Indian law aimed at effective prevention of 
unlawful activities associations in India. Its main 
objective was to make powers available for dealing 
with activities directed against the integrity and 
sovereignty of India. 

 enmity (noun) – hostility, opposition, hatred/hate, 
bitterness. 

 outrage (verb) – offend, infuriate, stir up, 
displease/anger. 

 sentiment (noun) – thought, attitude, view, opinion. 
 slap (verb) – hit, strike, smack, punch. 
 discipline (verb) – control, keep under control, 

restrain, regulate, govern, keep in check, tame. 
 intervention (noun) – the process of intervening in 

something; involvement, interference. 
 defamation (noun) – character assassination, libel, 

misrepresentation, scandalmongering, malicious 
gossip. 

 turn out (phrasal verb) – transpire, emerge; happen. 
 behove (verb) – be appropriate for, be expected of, 

be advisable for, be sensible for, be wise for. 
 responsive (adjective) – amenable, accessible, 

approachable, forthcoming, sympathetic, open. 
 dismiss (verb) – put away, set aside, disregard, brush 

off, shrug off, forget. 
 dissenter (noun) – objector, protester. 

 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/allegation
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/brush-someone/thing-aside?q=Brush+aside
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/agitation
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/regime
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/dismal
https://www.lexico.com/definition/rein
https://www.lexico.com/definition/dissent
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/voice
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/multiplier
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/amidst?q=Amidst
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/conspiracy
https://www.lexico.com/synonym/relentless
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/pursuit
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/redress
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/grievance
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/repressive
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/ought#ought_Verb_100
https://www.lexico.com/definition/invoke
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/abandon
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/establishment
https://www.lexico.com/definition/wrath
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/offence
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/sedition?q=Sedition
https://www.lexico.com/definition/peddle
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/groom
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/narrative
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/lead
https://www.lexico.com/definition/enmity
https://www.lexico.com/definition/outrage
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/sentiment
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/slap
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/discipline
https://www.lexico.com/definition/intervention
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/defamation?q=Defamation
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/turn
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/behove
https://www.lexico.com/synonyms/responsive
https://www.lexico.com/definition/dismiss
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/dissenter

