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WEIGHING IN ON THE BIDEN PRESIDENCY 
While it could be a curate’s egg for New Delhi, for the world, 

 a return to Obama-era policies may prove inadequate 
 Dispelling very real concerns that existed about disruption of the Inauguration ceremony, Joseph R. 
Biden Jr was sworn in as the 46th President of the United States on January 20. Memories of the 
unprecedented events a fortnight earlier, when unruly mobs ran amuck in the Capitol building, seemed to 
haunt not only those present at the ceremony but also the world at large; Washington had been turned into a 
fortress for the event. Ultimately, democracy triumphed. 
 

Celebration of democracy 
 In his Inaugural Address, President Biden struck the right note, delivering a message of unity and hope, 
while not ignoring the enormous challenges the nation faced. His declaration that the nation was celebrating 
the triumph of a cause — the cause of democracy was most timely. Among Mr. Biden’s strengths are that he 
detests bigotry, and abhors identity politics. He tends to be idealistic, and is deeply committed to democratic 
values. He is a multilateralist, unlike his predecessor, Donald Trump. 
 As the ultimate Beltway insider, he knows better than most, that opposition to many of his ideas and 
views exist just beyond the horizon. Also, that in seeking to restore the prestige of America’s democracy and 
revive its economy, he would face many obstacles. He has, however, chosen to gamble on the throw of the 
dice by issuing a spate of Executive Orders, almost immediately intended to give expression to his initiatives, 
and also by announcing a series of initial measures which are, as likely as not, to provoke a great deal of 
opposition. Among these are his proposed $1.9 trillion relief plan to stem the novel coronavirus pandemic, his 
proposed expansive unemployment benefits package, and raising of the minimum wage, etc. 
 

Policy reset and China 
 The new President would very soon come to realise that the global environment today is very different 
from the one that he knew as Vice-President. A return to erstwhile Obama-era policies may, hence, prove 
inadequate. The world has moved on and several policies will need a reset. The changed scenario, 
notwithstanding, under President Biden, one can expect the U.S. to rescind the ‘militarisation’ of foreign policy 
reverting to erstwhile traditional diplomacy. Opportunities for a fresh look at many contentious foreign policy 
issues could well open up as a result, incorporating elements of both competition and cooperation. 
 The acid test of this would be on how to deal with China. Rising China is not merely the single most 
serious challenge the U.S. faces at present, but it poses a diplomatic, economic and technological threat to U.S. 
pre-eminence. Persisting with old-time remedies such as devising an inclusive security architecture in Asia to 
check an expanding China threat in East Asia could prove counterproductive. Few countries in Asia are willing 
to line up against neighbouring China. This would, thereafter, beg the question as to whether the U.S. should 
persist with confrontation or attempt conciliation. If the latter, it would require the U.S. to soft-pedal its 
present antagonistic posture towards China. This could well have global implications. 
 Next, would be on how best to deal with Russia. The depth of antagonism between the two countries, 
the U.S. and Russia, remains unchanged, aggravated further by the growing strategic congruence between 
Russia and China. Initial reactions seem to point to U.S. relations with Russia continuing to remain cold, but as 
Russia flexes its muscles in Eurasia, the U.S. will need to come up with new policy directives, rather than 
surrender the initiative to the former. 
 

Ties with Europe, West Asia 
 President Biden faces an uphill task when it comes to repairing America’s ties with Europe. The days 
when Europe and the U..S were tied literally to the same policy cart are over, and Europe is no longer likely to 
give in to U.S. diktats. Germany is possibly emerging as Europe’s new centre of gravity, dictating Europe’s 
relations with countries such as China and Russia. Germany, while being highly critical of Russia’s human rights 
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record, including the most recent incident of Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny, is not hesitating to go ahead with 
Nord Stream 2, the Russia-led gas pipeline project, despite the U.S.’s objections. The EU-China Comprehensive 
Agreement on Investment, again despite the U.S.’s objections, is another indication of Europe’s new 
independent thinking. European leaders seem more inclined to heed Chinese President Xi Jinping’s warning to 
global leaders — at the virtual World Economic Forum at Davos, in late January — against ‘starting a new Cold 
War’, than listen to the U.S.’s Biden. 
 Problems abound for the new U.S. Administration in West Asia as well. With the civil wars in Syria and 
Yemen not having ended, the U.S.’s efforts to find a political settlement here will prove difficult. How to deal 
with a Saudi Arabia that is on a Biden ‘watch-list’, adds to the complexity of dealing with West Asia. The 
‘Abraham Accords’, forged during the dying days of the Trump Administration, have further complicated the 
situation for the incoming Biden government. Dwarfing this would be finding ways and means to deal with the 
Iran problem, including Iran’s capacity and potential for nuclear mischief. Return to the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA), or the Iran nuclear deal framework, may not be a realistic option in the wake of the 
‘Abraham Accords’, which have imparted a new dynamic and given a sharper edge to the existing Israel-Iran 
divide. 
 

The outlook for India 
 India’s pious hope is that the Biden Administration will prove even more favourable to it than the 
preceding Republican Administration. This may, however, turn out to be like the proverbial curate’s egg — 
good in parts. Mr. Biden as Vice-President was well known to some of us, as having played a critical role as 
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in pushing through the iconic U.S.-India civil nuclear 
agreement, and also as a firm proponent of the India-U.S. strategic partnership. Hence, under a Biden 
Administration, defence and security cooperation between India and the U.S. are likely to be further stepped 
up. Regional security cooperation is also likely to be further enhanced, at least till such time as U.S.-China 
relations improve. 
 However, a Biden Administration will be far less supportive of India on several issues. India must brace 
itself to heed concerns being expressed about issues such as Kashmir, the so-called travails of the Muslim 
minority in India, treatment of non-governmental organisations and the like. This may take place behind closed 
doors, so as not to embarrass the Indian government, but Biden’s commitment to human rights is, by far, 
much stronger than that of many recent U.S. Presidents. He can be expected to satisfy his traditional 
constituency even at the risk of upsetting partners such as India. 
 What may, however, be far more disconcerting for India, if one were to analyse the statements and 
views of U.S. Secretary of State Antony John Blinken and U.S. National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan is that 
while the emphasis on a free and open Indo-Pacific region will continue, countries such as Japan, South Korea 
and Taiwan are likely to have a far more critical role to play than India in achieving security in the Indo-Pacific. 
The U.S. could also be less forthcoming in its open support to India and in its ongoing confrontation with China 
in Eastern Ladakh. 
 

The Afghan plan 
 Unsatisfactory again from an Indian standpoint are the implications of Mr. Biden’s Afghanistan policy. 
From positions taken by Mr. Sullivan, it would appear that while some rethinking from the positions taken by 
the Trump Administration is possible, there is little room for India in the latest plans on the table. Mr. Biden is 
an ardent advocate of ending the war in Afghanistan — dating back to his years as Vice-President — and he is 
likely to implement this with vigour, not excluding a deal with the Taliban, the possible exit of elected 
President Ashraf Ghani, and giving Pakistan an even bigger role in acting as the mid-wife of any new 
arrangement. Not only would this mean that India’s efforts of the past two decades to restore democracy in 
Afghanistan would come unstuck, but Pakistan would also gain a degree of legitimacy that had been denied to 
it by the Trump Administration, encouraging it to act with still greater impunity in carrying out terror strikes on 
India. 
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 From a restricted standpoint, if India were to balance the positive with the negative, and compare the 
incoming Biden Administration with the previous Trump Administration, the balance sheet could be marginally 
negative. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 weigh in (phrasal verb) – to have influence (in a 

decision/discussion/plan/argument/activity); be 

important to, carry weight, make an impression 

on, make a strong contribution to. 

 curate’s egg (noun) – a “curate’s egg” is 

something described as partly bad and partly 

good. 

 dispel (verb) – eliminate, remove, dismiss. 

 inauguration (noun) – the formal admission of 

someone to the office; introduction, formation, 

beginning (of something). 

 swear in (phrasal verb) – admit into office, 

inaugurate, introduce (into office). 

 unprecedented (adjective) – not done or 

experienced before. 

 fortnight (noun) – a period of two weeks/fourteen 

days continuously. 

 unruly (adjective) – unrestrained/uncontrollable, 

undisciplined, troublemaking, disobedient. 

 mob (noun) – a large, disorganized, and often 

violent crowd of people. 

 run amuck (phrase) – get out of control, go 

berserk, rampage. 

 Capitol (noun) – In the United States, the Capitol is 

a building in Washington in which the US Congress 

meets. 

 haunt (verb) – disturb, trouble, burden, beset. 

 at large (phrase) – as a whole, generally, 

extensively. 

 triumph (verb) – prevail, win, succeed. 

 inaugural (adjective) – first, initial, introductory. 

 address (noun) – speak, talk, discourse. 

 strike a note (phrase) – express/communicate, 

call/bring to mind, cite. 

 detest (verb) – hate, dislike, disdain. 

 bigotry (noun) – partiality, unfairness, injustice. 

 abhor (verb) – hate dislike, disdain. 

 identity politics (plural noun) – it is also called as 

identitarian politics, refers to political positions 

based on the interests and perspectives of social 

groups with which people identify. Identity politics 

is when people of a particular race, ethnicity, 

gender, or religion form alliances and organize 

politically to defend their group’s interests. 

 idealistic (adjective) – utopian, visionary, dreamy. 

 multilateralist (noun) – relating to a supporter of 

an alliance of multiple countries pursuing a 

common goal. 

 predecessor (noun) – previous holder of the post; 

forerunner, precursor, antecedent. 

 Inside the Beltway (phrase) – used to describe 

matters that are important mainly to officials of 

the U.S. federal government, to its contractors and 

lobbyists, and to the corporate media who cover 

them (as opposed to the interests and priorities of 

the general U.S. population). 

 better than (phrase) – more than. 

 beyond the horizon (phrase) – beyond what one is 

able to see/anticipate; so far away/ahead that one 

cannot see. 

 seek (verb) – try, attempt, aim. 

 prestige (adjective) – status, reputation, image. 

 revive (verb) – restore, revitalize, renew, bring 

back. 

 throw of the dice (phrase) – a risky try/attempt to 

do/achieve something. 

 spate (noun) – series, flurry; a large number of 

something (taking place at the same period). 

 executive order (noun) – an 

indisputable/unquestionable order issued by the 

government (or by the president). 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 provoke (verb) – cause, arouse, trigger. 

 stem (verb) – stop, restrain, restrict, control. 

 reset (noun) – re-establishment. 

 erstwhile (adjective) – old, previous, former, then. 

 move on (phrasal verb) – leave & start doing 

something new. 
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 scenario (noun) – situation, background, context. 

 notwithstanding (conjunction) – although, in spite 

of the fact that, despite the fact that, even though. 

 rescind (verb) – cancel, reverse, repeal, overrule. 

 militarisation (noun) – the act of making 

something similar to armed forces. the process of 

equipping something (an organisation/etc) with 

military forces/resources. 

 diplomacy (noun) – negotiation, discussion, talks. 

 contentious (adjective) – controversial, 

disputable, debatable, disputed. 

 open up (phrasal verb) – create (a new 

opportunity or possibility). 

 acid test (noun) – a crucial test (of the quality or 

worth of something). 

 at present (phrase) – at the moment, (just) now, 

at this time. 

 diplomatic (adjective) – (delicate & sensitive) 

consular, foreign-policy. 

 pre-eminence (noun) – superiority, supremacy, 

greatness, excellence, distinction, prominence. 

 persist (verb) – continue, remain, linger. 

 remedy (noun) – solution, answer, 

antidote/panacea. 

 inclusive (adjective) – overall, full, all-

encompassing, all-embracing, comprehensive. 

 architecture (noun) – structure, framework, 

system. 

 check (verb) – restrain, contain, control. 

 counterproductive (adjective) – harmful, 

damaging, dangerous/destructive. 

 line up against (phrase) – oppose, object, be 

against, be in opposition to. 

 neighbouring (adjective) – adjacent. 

 beg the question (phrase) – raise a point; invite 

question. 

 confrontation (noun) – conflict, face-off, fight. 

 conciliation (noun) – appeasement, pacification, 

peacemaking. 

 soft-pedal (verb) – underemphasize, downplay, 

understate. 

 antagonistic (adjective) – hostile, inimical, 

opposed. 

 posture (noun) – position, approach, attitude, 

standpoint. 

 implications (noun) – consequence/outcome, 

ramification, repercussion. 

 antagonism (noun) – enmity, hostility, antipathy. 

 aggravated (adjective) – worsened, exacerbated, 

inflamed, compounded. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall (military/ national security) goals. 

 congruence (noun) – compatibility, agreement, 

harmony. 

 point to (verb) – indicate, suggest, denote. 

 cold (adjective) – unfriendly, inhospitable, 

unwelcoming. 

 flex one’s muscles (phrase) – to show off or 

demonstrate one’s strength/power. 

 Eurasia (noun) – the largest continent on Earth, 

comprising all of Europe and Asia. 

 come up with (phrasal verb) – produce, put 

forward, present/submit. 

 uphill (adjective) – arduous, difficult, hard/tough, 

taxing, demanding. 

 ties (noun) – bond, connection, association, 

relationship. 

 give in (phrasal verb) – capitulate, surrender, 

yield, submit, comply. 

 diktat (noun) – order, regulation, decree. 

 center of gravity (noun) – the important/central 

part of something. 

 dictate (verb) – determine, decide, 

control/dominate. 

 Kremlin (noun) – The name “Kremlin” means 

“fortress inside a city”, and is often also used 

metonymically to refer to the official residence of 

the President of the Russian Federation in a similar 

sense to how “White House” refers to the 

Executive Office of the President of the United 

States; Kremlin is a fortified complex in the center 

of Moscow city. (Metonym is used as an 

alternative for something else with which it is 

closely related/associated). 

 critic (noun) – censurer, attacker, fault-finder. 
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 hesitate (verb) – be reluctant, be unwilling, be 

disinclined to do something; delay/pause in doing 

something. 

 go ahead (phrasal verb) – to proceed, to continue 

to do something, to start/begin to do something. 

 Nord Stream 2 (noun) – the Russia-led gas pipeline 

project. (a new export gas pipeline running from 

Russia to Europe across the Baltic Sea). 

 EU-China Comprehensive Agreement on 

Investment (CAI) (noun) – With the EU-China 

Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI), 

the EU seeks to create new investment 

opportunities for European companies by opening 

China’s market and eliminating discriminatory 

laws and practices that prevent them from 

competing in the Chinese market on an equal 

basis with Chinese companies and companies from 

other third countries. 

 heed (verb) – pay attention to, take into account, 

consider. 

 virtual (adjective) – online; performing a task with 

the use of computer, especially over a network. 

 World Economic Forum (WEF) (noun) – an 

independent international organization 

committed to improving the state of the world by 

engaging business, political, academic and other 

leaders of society to shape global, regional and 

industry agendas. Incorporated as a not-for-profit 

foundation in 1971, and headquartered in Geneva, 

Switzerland, the Forum is tied to no political, 

partisan or national interests. 

 the Cold War (noun) – The Cold War was a state of 

political and military tension after World War II 

between powers in the Western Bloc (the United 

States and a group of countries) and powers in the 

Eastern Bloc (the Soviet Union and a group of 

countries). 

 abound (verb) – be in large numbers; be plentiful, 

be numerous; be full of. 

 watch-list (noun) – a list of things to watch for 

possible action in the future. 

 forge (verb) – form, create, establish, set up. 

 dying days (phrase) – last days. 

 Abraham accord (noun) – it is a tready of peace, 

diplomatic relations and full normalization 

between the United Arab Emirates and the State 

of Isreal. It is signed in the White House on 

Tuesday (15th Sep, 2020) by the UAE, Bahrain and 

Israel, under U.S. President Donald Trump’s 

mediation. 

 dwarf (verb) – overlook, cause to look 

small/insignificant. 

 ways and means (phrase) – methods and 

resources to do something successfully. 

 mischief (noun) – detriment, ill, trouble, hurt. 

 Iran nuclear deal (or) Joint Comprehensive Plan of 

Action (JCPOA) (noun) – JCPOA, known commonly 

as the Iran nuclear deal or Iran deal, is an 

agreement on the Iranian nuclear program 

reached in Vienna on 14 July 2015, between Iran 

and the P5+1 (China, France, Germany, Russia, the 

United Kingdom, and the United States) together 

with the European Union. 

 in the wake of (phrase) – as a result of some 

event, especially an unpleasant one; in the 

aftermath of, as a consequence of, on account of, 

because of, owing to. 

 impart (verb) – give, provide, offer. 

 dynamic (noun) – basic/fundamental cause or 

force which triggers change within a system. 

 outlook (noun) – future, expectations, expectancy, 

hopes. 

 pious (adjective) – sincere, desperate, hopeless. 

 preceding (adjective) – previous, prior, earlier. 

 republican (adjective) – elected, representative, 

parliamentary, of the people. 

 turn out (phrasal verb) – transpire, emerge; 

happen. 

 proverbial (adjective) – well known, famous, 

traditional. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 Senate (noun) – the upper house or chamber in 

some bicameral legislative systems. (for example 

in the US). 
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 push through (phrasal verb) – to make a plan to 

put something into use as quickly as possible. 

 iconic (adjective) – exemplary, historic, classical. 

 proponent (noun) – advocate, supporter, 

upholder/promoter. 

 strategic partnership (noun) – it is a long-term 

interaction between two countries based on 

political, economic, social and historical factors 

(Courtesy: IDSA (Institute for Defence Studies and 

Analyses)). 

 step up (phrasal verb) – increase, intensify, 

strengthen, augment, scale up. 

 far (adverb) – much, considerably, markedly, 

noticeably. 

 brace (verb) – prepare, get ready, make ready, 

gear up. 

 so-called (adjective) – commonly named. 

 travails (noun) – ordeal, trouble, hardship; 

struggle, painful effort. 

 and the like (phrase) – and other similar things; 

and etc. 

 behind closed doors (phrase) – confidentially, 

covertly, privately, in private. 

 so as to do something) (phrase) – in order to 

something. 

 embarrass (verb) – shame, humiliate, discomfit. 

 by far (phrase) – much, very much, considerably, 

markedly. 

 constituency (noun) – a body of supporters. 

 far more (phrase) – a lot more, much more. 

 disconcerting (adjective) – discomfiting, 

unsettling, disturbing. 

 forthcoming (adjective) – communicative, 

expressive, unreserved, outgoing, frank, open. 

 The Indo-Pacific region (noun) – the Indo-Pacific 

region refers to the confluence (convergence) of 

the Pacific and Indian Oceans, which interconnect 

in Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, 

Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore and more). 

 ongoing (adjective) – continuing, 

happening/occurring, unending, unceasing, 

relentless. 

 standpoint (noun) – point of view, viewpoint, 

vantage point, opinion, attitude. 

 room (noun) – scope, opportunity, chance (for 

something to happen). 

 on the table (noun) – put forward/presented for 

discussion. 

 ardent (adjective) – passionate, avid, impassioned, 

fervent. 

 advocate (noun) – champion, upholder, supporter, 

backer. 

 vigour (noun) – strength, power, high level of 

activity. 

 midwife (noun) – a person who supports someone 

while creating/developing something. (midwife is 

generally a woman who is trained to assist women 

in childbirth). 

 come unstuck (verb) – fail entirely. 

 legitimacy (noun) – legality, validity, lawfulness. 

 impunity (noun) – immunity, exemption/freedom 

from punishment, special treatment. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 

implement, execute bring about. 

 strike (noun) – attack. 

 balance sheet (noun) –  register, registry, log, 

account book. 

 
 
 
 
 


