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URBAN VISIONS: ON NEED FOR POLICY REFORM 
Metro Rail and buses help with mobility, but sound urbanisation needs policy reform 

 With a clear focus on expansion of Metro Rail and bus services through Central funding, Budget 2021 
has recognised a core component of urbanisation. Comfortable, safe and affordable commuting has well-
recognised multiplier effects for the economy and more generally for public health, although COVID-19 has 
had the perverse effect of driving people away to the safety of personal car and two-wheeler bubbles. There is 
little doubt that when the pandemic is under control, more people will return to clean and green mass 
mobility. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s announcement of Central funding of ₹1,957 crore, ₹63,246 
crore and ₹14,788 crore for the Kochi, Chennai and Bengaluru Metro projects, respectively, gives these big 
cities greater certainty that they can meet targets. Less certain, however, is the impact of the proposed 
₹18,000 crore plan to augment public bus transport using a PPP model that will enable private sector players 
to finance, acquire, operate and maintain over 20,000 buses. India’s ratio of buses to population is a low 1.2 
per 1,000 people, compared to 8.6 in Thailand and 6.5 in South Africa, although some States like Karnataka are 
well ahead of the national average, as per NITI Aayog data. Licensed private urban bus services remain a 
politically sensitive topic in many States, where State monopolies coexist with unregulated paratransit, and it 
will take a major effort to convince them that a bus renaissance is a good post-pandemic recovery strategy. 
The amended Motor Vehicles Act has provisions for the Centre to take the lead here. 
 The challenge of urbanisation goes beyond standalone interventions such as Metro and bus system 
grants. State governments, which retain effective control over urban development rather than city 
administrations, have failed to operationalise the umbrella authorities to regulate transport. Common mobility 
cards that would help citizens use bus, train and feeder networks seamlessly were largely in pilot project mode 
even before the pandemic. There is valid criticism that the existing paradigm is one of “exclusionary 
urbanisation”, which makes Metro and bus services expensive for the majority, particularly for those forced to 
live in the suburbs due to housing costs, and sometimes making the per kilometre cost of using a two-wheeler 
more attractive. Moreover, Census 2011 showed that the number of Census Towns, which are urban for 
census purposes but not named urban local bodies, grew tremendously over a decade. They lack access to 
funding, infrastructure and capacity to meet the needs of large populations even now. Enhanced ambition, 
therefore, requires the Centre to work with State governments to integrate key areas with its transport vision, 
such as affordable inner-city housing, including rental projects, access to civic services and health care, and 
enhanced sustainability, greenery and walkability. All these are covered by Central budgetary schemes for 
cities. Only integration can bring about inclusive urbanisation. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 vision (noun) – dream, concept, idea. 

 policy reform (noun) – a process in which changes 

are made to the formal “rules of the game” – 

including laws, regulations and institutions – to 

address a problem or achieve a goal such as 

economic growth, environmental protection or 

poverty alleviation. 

 sound (adjective) – well founded, valid/solid, 

reasonable, credible/reliable. 

 urbanisation (noun) – a process of creating urban 

areas. It is a result of population migration from 

rural areas in addition to natural urban 

demographic growth. 

 mobility (noun) – transportability. 

 affordable (adjective) – economical, inexpensive, 

reasonably priced. 

 commuting (noun) – travelling (back and forth), 

travelling (to and fro). 

 multiplier effect (noun) – the proportional 

amount of increase in final income (particularly of 

the government) that results from an injection of 

spending; it occurs when an initial injection 

(investment/spending) into the economy causes a 

bigger final increase in national income. 

 drive away (phrasal verb) – make or force 

someone to go way/stay away from something. 

 bubble (noun) – a protected place. 
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 public health (noun) – the branch of medicine 

handling public health; public health is also the 

science of protecting and improving the health of 

people and their communities through education, 

policy making and research for disease and injury 

prevention. 

 perverse (adjective) – contrary, difficult, 

unreasonable, uncooperative, obstructive, 

annoying; illogical, irrational, inappropriate. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 

disease; The illness spreads around the world and 

typically affects a large number of people across a 

wide area. 

 under control (phrase) – able to be dealt with 

successfully. 

 green mobility (noun) – green mobility is 

sustainable transportation (e.g. walking/cycling) 

that allows the basic access needs of individuals 

and societies to be met safely and in a manner 

consistent with human and eco-system health, 

and with equity within and between generations. 

Green mobility is affordable, operating efficiently, 

offering choice of transport mode, and supporting 

a vibrant economy. 

 certainty (noun) – confidence, sureness, 

conviction, certitude, reliability, assurance. 

 augment (verb) – increase, enlarge, expand. 

 NITI Aayog (noun) – The National Institution for 

Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was 

formed via a resolution of the Union Cabinet on 

January 1, 2015. NITI Aayog is the premier policy 

‘Think Tank’ of the Government of India, providing 

both directional and policy inputs. (NITI Aayog 

replaced “The Planning Commission” – an 

institution in the Government of India established 

in 1950, which formulated India’s Five-Year Plans, 

among other functions to oversee the country’s 

economic and social development). (Think tank is 

a panel of experts who provide advice and ideas 

on political, social or economic issues). 

 monopoly (noun) – exclusive/complete control of 

something by a person/organization. 

 unregulated (adjective) – not restricted. 

 Public-private partnership (PPP) model (noun) – a 

cooperative arrangement between two or more 

public and private sectors, typically of a long-term 

nature. In other words, it involves government 

sector and private sector company that work 

together to complete a project and/or to provide 

services to the population. 

 paratransit (noun) – In the context of public 

transportation, paratransit services are typically 

flexible services (by auto, van, or minibus), that 

don’t conform to a fixed schedule or route. 

 renaissance (noun) – revival, renewal, re-

emergence reappearance. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 

achieve a more expansive set of political, 

economic, and security interests). 

 Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 (noun) – an Act to 

consolidate and amend the law relating to motor 

vehicles. 

 provision (noun) – clause, (legal) term, 

requirement, condition. 

 take the lead (phrase) – to take charge of 

something; to be responsible for something. 

 go beyond (phrasal verb) – to go past something, 

exceed, surpass. 

 standalone (adjective) – independent, self-

contained, separate, unconnected, unattached. 

 intervention (noun) – the process of intervening in 

something; involvement, interference. 

 grant (noun) – allocation, allotment, budgeting. 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 operationalise (verb) – put into use. 

 umbrella (modifier) – something (coalition) that 

has many different parts/elements. 

 regulate (verb) – control, oversee, administer 

something (by using rules and regulations). 

 feeder transport network (noun) – a transport 

network/system linking remote areas with main 

areas. 

 seamlessly (adverb) – smoothly and continuously. 

 pilot (adjective) – test, trial, experimental. 

 paradigm (noun) – model, pattern, case in point. 

 exclusionary (adjective) – special, limited. 
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 suburb (noun) – outlying district, outskirts. 

 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, on account 

of, as a result of. 

 moreover (adverb) – besides, furthermore, in 

addition. 

 census (noun) – an official survey, particularly of a 

population. 

 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or 

organisational structure or framework that a 

country or organization needs in order to function 

properly. For a whole nation, it includes all the 

physical systems such as buildings, roads & 

railways networks, utilities, etc. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 lack (verb) – be without, be lacking, be deprived 

of, be short of. 

 sustainability (noun) – the ability to exist 

constantly; it refers generally to the capacity for 

the biosphere and human civilization to co-exist. 

 integration (noun) – unification, combination, 

consolidation, incorporation. 

 bring about (phrasal verb) – cause, produce, give 

rise to. 

 inclusive (adjective) – overall, full, all-

encompassing, all-embracing, comprehensive. 

***************************************************************************************** 

ALL TO PLAY FOR: ON ENGLAND’S TOUR OF INDIA 
India and England are fighting for a place in the final of the World Test Championship 

 A rivalry going back to 1932 will get a fresh chapter as India and England gear up to play the first Test 
at Chennai’s M.A. Chidambaram Stadium from Friday. The first game of a four-match series would eventually 
pave the way for the frenzied thrills of five Twenty20Is and three ODIs in a long tour that will conclude on 
March 28. Besides the angst caused by essential COVID-19 protocols, the bio-bubble and the need to play the 
first contest behind closed doors, there is a lot at stake for the teams. Australia’s postponement of its tour to 
South Africa, pitch-forked New Zealand to the World Test Championship final at Lord’s in June. India and 
England will now tussle for a berth in the summit-clash. India has to secure this series and win a minimum of 
two Tests and for England, Joe Root’s men have to triumph in three matches. Fresh from its stunning 2-1 Test 
series triumph in Australia, and bolstered with the return of regular skipper Virat Kohli and key players such as 
R. Ashwin, Jasprit Bumrah, Ishant Sharma and Hardik Pandya, India holds the edge. That a second-string outfit 
under the unflappable Ajinkya Rahane, upset the more fancied Aussies at Brisbane will hold the Indians in 
good stead especially in their backyard replete with the tales of spin and other turns. 
 History might suggest home dominance, but India would remember that over the last four decades, 
some of its strong outfits emerged second-best to the visitors from the Old Blighty. In the 1984-85 and 2012-13 
seasons, England stunned India. For many of those at Chennai’s ground, Chepauk in 1985, the memory still 
rankles: seamer Neil Foster’s match-haul of 11 wickets and double tons by Mike Gatting and Graeme Fowler 
that ambushed Sunil Gavaskar’s men. India’s present coach Ravi Shastri featured in that match. Cut to the 
present, Root’s troops would step in with the extra confidence gleaned from the 2-0 verdict in the two Tests 
against Sri Lanka at Galle. The captain himself was in prime form — Root struck a 228 and 186 — and the 
bowling arsenal has the pace troika of James Anderson, Stuart Broad and Jofra Archer while Ben Stokes lends 
the x-factor. Yet, it is India that would step out with a halo in the city on the Coromandel Coast. A strong 
batting unit and a Bumrah-headlined attack with Ashwin’s guiles could test England’s resolve. The last time the 
rivals clashed in Chennai (2016), Karun Nair’s triple ton and Ravindra Jadeja’s bowling exploits humbled the 
visitors. This time around, India would seek fresh heroes while the cricket caravan moves from Chennai to 
Ahmedabad and Pune. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 (have) all to play for (phrase) – (of a competition) 

the end result is not known, but still have the 

opportunity to win it. 

 gear up (phrasal verb) – prepare, ready, prime. 

 rivalry (noun) – competitiveness, competition, 

contention. 

 eventually (adverb) – in the end, in due course, 

after some time. 
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 pave the way for (phrase) – clear the way for, 

make preparations for, put things in order for. 

 frenzied (adjective) – energetic, intense, wildly 

excited, uncontrolled, hyperactive. 

 besides (preposition/linking adverb) – in addition 

to, as well, apart from. 

 angst (noun) – anxiety, apprehension, distress, 

disquiet, worry. 

 protocol (noun) – procedure, rules of conduct, 

formalities, convention. 

 bio-secure bubble (noun) – it is defined as an 

environment/location sealed off from the outside 

world. In tennis/cricket, this would mean players, 

umpires and support staff being housed at the 

venue itself. 

 behind closed doors (phrase) – privately, in 

private. 

 at stake (phrase) – at issue, at risk; or in question. 

 postponement (noun) – delay, deferment, 

rescheduling. 

 pitch-fork (verb) – force someone suddenly into 

an unexpected and difficult situation. 

 tussle (verb) – compete, clash, fight. 

 berth (noun) – place (in a final match). 

 summit-clash (noun) – final match. 

 triumph (verb) – prevail, win, succeed. 

 stunning (adjective) – impressive, remarkable, 

outstanding, incredible, breathtaking. 

 bolster (verb) – strengthen, support, boost, 

reinforce/buttress. 

 hold the edge (phrase) – have a slight advantage. 

 second-string (noun as modifier) – second-choice 

(players). 

 outfit (noun) – team, group. 

 unflappable (adjective) – calm, cool-headed, 

relaxed, self-controlled, stoical. 

 fancied (adjective) – considered (a winner). 

 hold (someone) in good stead (phrase) – if 

something (like experience/ability/talent) holds 

someone in good stead that means it will be very 

useful to him/her in the future. 

 backyard (noun) – (in cricketing context) play 

grounds in a particular country. 

 replete with (adjective) – filled with, well 

supplied/stocked with, overloaded. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 emerge second-best (phrase) – be defeated (in a 

competition). 

 Old Blighty (noun) – an informal term for “Great 

Britain”. 

 rankle (verb) – annoy, upset/irritate; continue to 

be painful/fester. 

 match-haul (noun) – in Cricket, the total number 

of wickets taken in a match. 

 ambush (verb) – attack by surprise. 

 cut to the present (phrase) – come (back) to the 

present time. 

 step in (phrasal verb) – act, take action, become 

involved, get involved. 

 glean (verb) – obtain, get, take, gather. 

 strike (verb) – hit, score. 

 arsenal (noun) – array, range, line-up, collection of 

something. 

 troika (noun) – a group of three (people, 

institutions, countries and etc.). 

 lend (verb) – give, provide, impart, contribute. 

 x-factor (noun) – a special talent. 

 step out (phrasal verb) – leave a building/place for 

a short period of time. 

 halo (noun) – glory, aura; ring of light, crown of 

light, corona. 

 Coromandel Coast (noun) – the south-eastern 

coast of the Indian subcontinent, within Tamil 

Nadu and Andhra Pradesh states in South India. 

 headlined (adjective) – emerged as the star 

performer. 

 guile (noun) – cunning, craftiness, craft, artfulness, 

art. 

 resolve (noun) – determination, willpower, 

firmness, resolution, courage. 

 exploit (noun) – feat, deed, act, adventure, stunt. 

 humble (verb) – defeat, beat, beat hollow, crush, 

vanquish. 

 seek (verb) – try, attempt, aim. 

 caravan (noun) – convoy, procession, cortège, 

company, troop, group.  


