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THE FARM LAWS NEED POLITICAL RESOLUTION 
It is the supreme authority of Parliament which has the power to solve the issue  

despite the negotiations outside 
 The deadlock between protesting farmers and the government on the contentious farm laws have 
taken an ugly turn, with incidents of vandalism during the tractor parade by the protesting farmers on January 
26. It is as yet unclear as to how the peaceful protest for the last two months was allowed to take a violent 
turn by the farmers’ union leadership as well as the police administration given that the police were aware of 
the plans and had approved the parade. 
 

Shadow of mistrust 
 While responsibility must be fixed for the administrative lapses and action taken against erring 
antisocial elements, the events again point out to the growing mistrust and breakdown of any dialogue 
between the two sides. Attempts by a section of media and representatives of political parties to use the 
incidents of vandalism to vilify and malign the two-month-old peaceful agitation will only add to the mistrust 
between the government and the farmer unions. Such a situation is unlikely to lead to any meaningful 
outcome despite best intentions. 
 Even though thousands of farmers have been protesting peacefully for more than two months at 
different sites on the Delhi border, the issues raised by the farmer representatives are not just limited to the 
demand for guarantee of Minimum Support Price (MSP) and the repeal of the three farm laws passed during 
the monsoon session of Parliament, in September last year. They are the Farmers’ Produce Trade and 
Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020; the Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement of 
Price Assurance and Farm Services Act, 2020 and the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020. 
 

A resonance of anger 
 While an impression has been created that the agitating farmers only represent the interests of 
farmers from Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, these issues have found resonance across several States in 
the country where large mobilisations of farmers have been protesting peacefully. There are large variations 
across States in the way the MSP-led procurement operations are conducted; but there are also variations in 
States in terms of the role and functions of the Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC). 
Despite these differences, these mobilisations represent the anger against the political economy of agricultural 
reforms. The genuine fear of corporate takeover and withdrawal of the state go beyond the three Acts. It is 
essentially about the trust deficit between the state and the farmers who see the actions of the state as 
allowing greater control by the private sector which will ultimately dispossess them from the meagre resources 
and land that they have. 
 These impressions are not entirely unfounded if one is to go by the experience in different States such 
as Bihar in abolishing the APMC system. But these fears also gain strength at a time when the economy is 
slowing down and the agricultural sector has seen severe distress in the last six years, starting with the twin 
droughts of 2014 and 2015. With a decline in agricultural wages and falling farm gate prices and farm incomes 
in the last three years, these Acts represent a pattern of state withdrawal from support to the agricultural 
sector. 
 

Flaws in legislating 
 This is precisely why any attempt by the government to resolve the deadlock has to go beyond the 
nitty-gritty of the three laws; it has to start from instilling trust in the government’s actions and rhetoric of 
reforms. With a hardening of positions by the farmers and the government’s representatives, any possibility of 
resolutions through a dialogue with the unions remains a distant possibility. 
 Even the attempt by the Supreme Court of India to appoint a committee has failed to elicit any positive 
response from the farmers. The failure of dialogue and mediation by government ministers and the Supreme 
Court committee is partly a result of the flawed understanding of the government that this issue is a regional 
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issue concerning only a section of farmers. The attempt by both farmer unions as well as the government to 
exclude other political parties out of such dialogues and discussions is unlikely to resolve the issues which 
concern every State of the country ruled by different political parties. 
 But it also reflects the process of legislating on important issues without taking into account the 
concerns of various stakeholders. These pieces of legislation were announced as part of the COVID-19 
pandemic relief package when the country was going through a period of severe economic disruption as a 
result of the lockdown. 
 Not only was the timing wrong, but even the attempt to force these pieces of legislation without any 
discussion in Parliament created an impression of stubbornness on the part of the government to deny any 
form of dialogue and consultation. The failure to consult State governments, which are important 
stakeholders, has also created the peculiar situation where six large States have now passed separate pieces of 
legislation in their State legislatures negating the three central Acts. 
 

Budget session as opportunity 
 The commencement of the Budget session from January 29 presents another opportunity to bring 
back these pieces of legislation in Parliament. An Act of Parliament can only be repealed and amended through 
Parliament. It is this supreme authority which has the power to resolve this issue despite negotiations outside. 
While dialogues and negotiations at a time when Parliament was not in session made sense and proved useful 
in clarifying the concerns of various stakeholders, it is now time to let Parliament take a call. In any case, the 
Supreme Court has “suspended” the “implementation” of three farm laws for the time being and the 
government has also offered to put the laws in abeyance for one and half years. While the offer of putting the 
implementation of the Acts in abeyance for 18 months may have been a strategy to delay the implementation 
until the Uttar Pradesh legislative elections due in one and half years, it does offer the government the 
possibility to build larger consensus for the reforms in new form. That will imply repealing the Acts as have 
been passed in Parliament currently and starting the process afresh with the parliament standing committee 
steering such larger deliberations. 
 

Need for diverse opinions 
 A parliamentary standing committee with representations from different political parties will not only 
give it more legitimacy but will also allow diverse opinions from States and political parties to be represented. 
For the government, which is willing to suspend the implementation for one and half years, it will also allow it 
time, space and the political forum to convince the States and farmers about the benefits of such reforms. 
More than that, it will be an opportunity to bridge the trust deficit between the government and the 
protesting farmers. For a government which is serious about reforms in agricultural marketing, repealing the 
Acts in the current form and starting the process afresh will only reaffirm its seriousness and commitments to 
the agricultural sector and the farmers of this country. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 Farm Acts, 2000 (noun) – Farm Acts, 2000 refer to 

three agricultural bills passed by Indian Parliament 
in September 2020. The three acts are “The 
Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 (FPTC Act) 
allows farmers to sell their harvest outside the 
notified Agricultural Produce Market Committee 
(APMC) mandis without paying any State taxes or 
fees”, “the Farmers (Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and 
Farm Services Act, 2020 facilitates contract 
farming and direct marketing”, and “the Essential 

Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020 deregulates 
the production, storage, movement and sale of 
several major foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, 
edible oils and onion, except in the case of 
extraordinary circumstances”. 

 resolution (noun) – solution, settlement. 
 authority (noun) – power, sovereignty, 

domination; influence, sway, control, command. 
 deadlock (noun) – stalemate, impasse, 

checkmate/stand-off. 
 contentious (adjective) – controversial, 

disputable, debatable, disputed. 
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 vandalism (noun) – an intentional destruction of 
public or private property; a premeditated or 
deliberate damage to public or private property. 

 as yet (phrase) – so far, thus far, yet, still, until 
now. 

 as to (phrase) – concerning, respecting, with 
respect to, on the subject of, regarding. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 
account, bearing in mind. 

 shadow (noun) – trace of something. 
 mistrust (noun) – suspicion, distrust, doubt, 

misgivings. 
 lapse (noun) – failure, mistake, blunder/oversight. 
 err (verb) – make a mistake, be wrong, blunder, be 

incorrect. 
 antisocial (adjective) – objectionable, offensive, 

unacceptable, unsocial. 
 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, mention, 

indicate, draw attention to. 
 breakdown (noun) – failure, collapse. 
 vilify (verb) – censure, insult, disparage, criticize, 

speak evil of. 
 malign (adjective) – defame, misrepresent, abuse, 

accuse falsely, vilify. 
 agitation (noun) – (public) protest. 
 unlikely (adjective) – doubtful, dubious, 

implausible. 
 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, call 

forth, give rise to. 
 Minimum Support Price (MSP) (noun) – it is a 

form of market intervention by the Government of 
India to give guaranteed price and assured market 
to the farmers and protect them from the price 
fluctuations and market imperfections. The 
guaranteed price and assured market are 
expected to encourage higher investment and in 
adoption of modern farming practices. 

 repeal (noun) – cancellation, invalidation, reversal, 
annulment, nullification. 

 Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 (FPTC Act) 
(noun) – it allows farmers to sell their harvest 
outside the notified Agricultural Produce Market 
Committee (APMC) mandis without paying any 
State taxes or fees. 

 Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) 
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services 
Act (noun) – it facilitates contract farming and 
direct marketing. 

 distress (noun) – difficulty, trouble, hardship. 

 the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 
2020 (noun) – it deregulates the production, 
storage, movement and sale of several major 
foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, edible oils 
and onion, except in the case of extraordinary 
circumstances. 

 resonance (noun) – reverberation, continuing 
effect, repercussion, ramification. 

 impression (noun) – opinion, view; feeling, 
apprehension, suspicion. 

 agitating (adjective) – protesting, distressed, 
troubled. 

 mobilisation (noun) – the act of bringing 
forces/people/resources together for a particular 
cause. 

 procurement (noun) – the action of procuring/ 
purchasing something. 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, regarding/ 
concerning, in connection with. 

 Agricultural Produce Market Committees (APMC) 
(noun) – a marketing board established by a state 
government in India to ensure farmers are 
safeguarded from exploitation by large retailers, 
as well as ensuring the farm to retail price spread 
does not reach excessively high levels. 

 difference (noun) – dissimilarity, contrast, 
variation, distinction. 

 takeover (noun) – gaining of control, change of 
ownership, acquisition. 

 go beyond (phrasal verb) – to go past something, 
exceed, surpass. 

 trust deficit (noun) – lack of trust (on authorities-
from societal point of view). Situations with low 
levels of trust are not supportive and often 
counterproductive. People feel vulnerable and 
look at each other with suspicion. As a result, they 
are less open, since they fear that they will not be 
fairly treated by the other side. 

 dispossess (verb) – divest, strip, deprive. 
 meagre (adjective) – small, little, paltry, 

inadequate/deficient. 
 unfounded (adjective) – groundless, baseless, 

unjustified. 
 abolish (verb) – eliminate, get rid of, end, stop. 
 slow down (phrasal verb) – reduce, lessen 

decrease (one’s activity). 
 drought (noun) – shortage, scarcity, deficiency. 
 farm gate (noun) – a place (i.e. farm) from where 

a cultivated product in agriculture can be 
purchased directly. 



 

4 

 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (10th-FEB-2021) 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 flaw (noun) – defect, fault, imperfection/ 
weakness. 

 legislate (verb) – make laws, pass laws, enact laws. 
 precisely (adverb) – exactly, absolutely, squarely. 
 the nitty-gritty (noun) – basics, essentials, main 

point. 
 instil (verb) – introduce, inspire, implant, 

inculcate. 
 rhetoric (noun) – the art of speaking or writing 

effectively & persuasively or impressively (but, 
often lacking substance); bombast, loftiness, 
hyperbole/extravagant language. 

 hardening (verb) – tough, make tough; stiffen, 
strengthen, reinforce. 

 distant (adjective) – faraway, far off, far. 
 possibility (noun) – option, choice, solution. 
 elicit (verb) – obtain, bring forth, bring out, 

extract, evoke. 
 mediation (noun) – conciliation, arbitration, 

intervention/negotiation. 
 flawed (adjective) – defective, faulty, distorted, 

inaccurate. 
 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, reveal, exhibit. 
 take into account (phrase) – consider, take into 

consideration, have regard to, reckon with. 
 stakeholder (noun) – a person with an interest in 

something. 
 legislation (noun) – body of laws, rules, 

regulations, statutes. 
 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 

disease; The illness spreads around the world and 
typically affects a large number of people across a 
wide area. 

 stimulus/relief package (noun) – an attempt by 
the government to boost economic growth and 
save their country from a financial crisis by 
involving tax cuts, lowering interest rates and 
increasing government spending. 

 go through (phrasal verb) – undergo, experience, 
be subjected to, live through. 

 disruption (noun) – disturbance, interruption, 
obstruction. 

 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol 
implemented by the authorities that prevents 
people from leaving from a place; An extended 
state of confinement/encirclement/isolation of a 
person by the authority. 

 stubbornness (noun) – firmness, resoluteness, 
determination. 

 peculiar (adjective) – unusual, atypical, abnormal. 
 the legislature (noun) – a deliberative body of 

persons, usually elective, who are empowered to 
make, change, or repeal the laws of a country or 
state. 

 negate (verb) – invalidate, nullify, make 
ineffective, neutralize, cancel. 

 commencement (noun) – beginning, start. 
 bring back (phrasal verb) – start doing something 

again; cause something to return to; reintroduce. 
 repeal (verb) – revoke, invalidate, cancel, nullify. 
 take a call (phrase) – decide. 
 abeyance (noun) – a state of being 

inactive/suspended/inoperative temporarily; a 
state of dormancy; temporary halt/postponement. 
(It is mostly used in the phrase “in abeyance” with 
the word “in”). 

 keep/hold/put something in abeyance (phrase) – 
suspend, put off, discontinue, dissolve, terminate. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 
achieve a more expansive set of political, 
economic, and security interests). 

 legislative (adjective) – Relating to a legislature 
(state assembly/government). 

 consensus (noun) – an idea or opinion that is 
shared by all the people in a group, agreement, 
concurrence. 

 imply (verb) – say indirectly, suggest, indicate. 
 afresh (adverb) – anew, over again, once more. 
 Parliamentary Standing 

Committee/Parliamentary panel (noun) – it is a 
committee (consisting of Members of Parliament) 
constituted usually on an annual basis to enable 
detailed consideration/discussion on all bills (all 
proposed laws). 

 steer (verb) – guide, conduct, direct/lead. 
 deliberation (noun) – consideration, 

thought/thinking, careful discussion, 
contemplation. 

 diverse (adjective) – very different, varying, 
multiple, sundry, dissimilar. 

 legitimacy (noun) – legality, validity, lawfulness. 
 bridge (verb) – join, link, connect, unite. 
 reaffirm (verb) – assert, state, assure again 

strongly. 
 
 
 


