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IN SEARCH OF MALICE: ON FIRs AGAINST JOURNALISTS 
FIRs against journalists for incorrect accounts are abuse of law, with intent to intimidate 

 The registration of cases against some senior journalists and Congress MP Shashi Tharoor for their 
“misleading” social media posts on the Republic Day violence during the farmers’ protests in Delhi, by the U.P. 
and M.P. police is an instance of fishing for malice where there is none. The Gautama Buddha Nagar police 
have clearly gone overboard in their response to tweets that reflected an early, and factually incorrect, piece 
of information that a farmer who had died during the tractor rally in Delhi had fallen to a police bullet. Later 
reports said he had died when a tractor overturned during the protests. The police have invoked the offences 
of sedition, conspiracy, promotion of enmity between different sections, and breach of harmony between 
groups. Besides, they have sought to portray it as a threat to national security and an attempt to instigate 
violence. A similar FIR has been filed on the basis of a complaint in Bhopal, but it invokes only sections relating 
to promotion of enmity and ill-will. It is apparent, and also strange, that the complainants and the police have 
sought to link the violence on January 26 with the circulation of a piece of misleading information for a short 
period. For one thing, the clashes between some of the protesters and the police had already started when the 
lone death among the protesters occurred; and, second, the position was clarified in a short while. 
 As the Editors’ Guild of India has pointed out, it was natural for journalists to report emerging details 
on a day of protest and action at a time when several reports were coming from eyewitnesses on the ground 
and the police. It is a matter of concern that there is an attempt to portray these early versions as intentionally 
malicious. There is little surprise in the attempt by the police to invoke Section 124A of the IPC (sedition) at the 
slightest pretext. It is part of the now-familiar practice of weaving a narrative of an imagined threat to national 
security whenever some sections of the police get an opportunity to slap criminal cases against journalists and 
dissenters seen as critical of the current establishment. The violence that marred the protests that day 
provided them with the opportune backdrop necessary to file a sedition case. An exasperating part of this 
narrative is that all those who had put out similar information through their social media handles have been 
deemed to be acting in concert, and even participating in the same conspiracy. Hence, the inclusion of Section 
120B, the conspiracy provision in the penal code. There is little doubt that the registration of cases in two 
States different from the place where the farmer-protester’s death occurred indicates an attempt to build a 
narrative that media misreporting led to some of the violence that day. It also shows a tendency not to miss an 
opportunity to harass and intimidate journalists. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 in search of (phrase) – searching for, hunting for, 

seeking, looking for, fishing for. 
 malice (noun) – ill will, hostility, hatred, 

hatefulness, bitterness, venom, evil intentions. 
 first information report (FIR) (noun) – a written 

document prepared by the police when they 
receive information about the commission of a 
cognizable offence. 

 account (noun) – report, narrative, portrayal, 
interpretation, statement, news. 

 abuse (noun) – misuse, misapplication, 
misemployment, mishandling. 

 intimidate (verb) – frighten, threaten, overawe, 
browbeat. 

 fish (for) (verb) – search for, hunt for, look into, 
delve into. 

 go overboard (phrase) – to do something too 
much or to go to extremes. 

 overbroad (adjective) – too much, extreme. 
 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, reveal, exhibit. 
 rally (noun) – march, parade. 
 fall (verb) – die, be killed, lose one’s life. 
 overturn (verb) – upset, tip over, topple over, turn 

over, upend, knock over, throw over. 
 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce. 
 offence (noun) – crime, illegal/unlawful act, 

wrongdoing. 
 sedition (noun) – incitement (to riot/rebellion), 

agitation, trouble making/provocation (against the 
established government/authority). 

 conspiracy (noun) – (unlawful) plan, intrigue, 
collaboration/deception, collusion. 

 enmity (noun) – hostility, opposition, hatred/hate, 
bitterness. 

 breach (noun) – contravention, violation, 
breaking, non-compliance. 
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 harmony (noun) – unity, solidarity, cooperation, 
agreement/concord. 

 besides (preposition/linking adverb) – in addition 
to, as well, apart from. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 
 portray (verb) – represent, depict, characterize, 

describe. 
 instigate (verb) – incite, egg on, trigger/provoke. 
 ill-will (noun) – hostility, acrimony, malice, enmity, 

dislike, aversion. 
 apparent (adjective) – evident/clear, visible, 

noticeable, recognizable. 
 complainant (noun) – litigator, appellant, 

claimant, plaintiff. 
 for one thing (phrase) – one reason is that. 
 Editors’ Guild of India (noun) – The Editors Guild 

of India is the apex body of editors from across the 
country, representing all forms of media – print, 
television, radio and digital- as well as publications 
and media across languages and regions. It was 
founded in 1978 with the twin objectives of 
protecting press freedom and for raising the 
standards of editorial leadership of newspapers 
and magazines. 

 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, mention, 
indicate, draw attention to. 

 eyewitness (noun) – observer, onlooker, witness, 
spectator. 

 on the ground (phrase) – in a situation/place 
where things are happening really/practically. 

 matter of concern (phrase) – something which 
causes worry. 

 malicious (adjective) – spiteful, hostile, bitter, 
venomous, poisonous, evil-intentioned, ill-
natured. 

 Section 124A of the IPC (noun) – Section 124A of 
the Indian Penal Code lays down the punishment 
for sedition. 

 slightest superlative adjective of slight (adjective) 
– small, modest, little. 

 pretext (noun) – false excuse, ostensible reason, 
alleged reason. 

 Indian Penal Code (IPC) (noun) – The Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) is the official criminal code of India. It is 
a comprehensive code intended to cover all 
substantive aspects of criminal law. The draft was 
passed into law on 6 October 1860. The Code 
came into operation on 1 January 1862. The Indian 
Penal Code of 1860, sub-divided into 23 chapters, 
comprises 511 sections. IPC deals with crimes and 
punishments. 

 weave (verb) – invent, make up, fabricate, put 
together, contrive. 

 narrative (noun) – a representation of a particular 
situation; portrayal/account. 

 slap (verb) – impose, file, put on. 
 dissenter (noun) – objector, protester. 
 critical (adjective) – criticizing, fault-finding, 

unfavourable, disproving. 
 the establishment (noun) – the powers that be, 

the authorities, the system, the ruling class, the 
regime, bureaucracy, officialdom. 

 mar (verb) – spoil, ruin, destroy, impair. 
 opportune (adjective) – favourable, advantageous, 

timely, well timed, appropriate, suitable, relevant. 
 backdrop (noun) – situation, scenario, context. 
 exasperate (verb) – anger, annoy, irritate 

intensely. 
 put out (phrasal verb) – publish, release, 

publicize/circulate. 
 handle (noun) – a person’s username on a social 

media platform. 
 deem (verb) – regard as, consider; view as. 
 in concert (phrase) – acting jointly. 
 Section 120B of the IPC (noun) – Section 120B of 

the Indian Penal Code lays down Punishment of 
criminal conspiracy. 

 provision (noun) – clause, stipulation (legal) term, 
requirement, condition. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, call 
forth, give rise to. 

 harass (verb) – persecute, disturb, trouble, bother, 
torment. 

************************************************************************************ 

WIDE AISLE: ON 2021 BUDGET SESSION OF PARLIAMENT 
Instead of pushing through laws, the govt. must use Parliament for a detailed debate 

 The government and the Opposition are headed on a collision course in the Budget session of 
Parliament, with the latter planning to move a joint motion demanding a repeal of the three laws that are 
agitating farmers in much of the country. The confrontation over these laws is a legacy of the last session when 
they were passed without detailed and proper consultation with political parties, experts and farmer 
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representatives. The session began with around 20 Opposition parties boycotting the President’s address to a 
joint sitting of Parliament. BSP President Mayawati belatedly announced her party’s decision to also stay away 
as a mark of protest. The delay clearly outlined her intention to keep a distance from the Opposition bloc, 
which among others has the Congress and the Samajwadi Party. The boycott indicated a worsening of the 
relationship between the government and the Opposition. In January 2020, the Opposition had attended the 
President’s address wearing black bands. The last time the Opposition boycotted the President’s Address was 
in November 2019 to commemorate the Constitution Day. President Ram Nath Kovind said the government 
would keep the farm Bills on hold as per a Supreme Court directive but did not indicate any rethink. 
 The government has advantages over the Opposition, in terms of the numerical strength in both 
Houses of Parliament. With the Tamil Nadu and West Bengal Assembly elections round the corner, two key 
Opposition parties, the DMK and the Trinamool Congress, are expected to be largely absent, further reducing 
the Opposition’s strength. The Opposition, despite its united front on the first day of the session, has a record 
of disintegrating in the face of the BJP’s manoeuvring in previous sessions. There will be discussion on the 
Motion of Thanks to the President and later on the Budget. As of now there are no indications of the 
Opposition skipping these events. In legislative business, recent ordinances such as the Arbitration and 
Conciliation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020, which has provisions to deal with domestic and international 
arbitration and defines the law for conducting conciliation proceedings, and the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2021, which is for merging the J&K cadre of All India Services Officers 
such as the IAS, IPS and the Indian Forest Service with the Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram Union Territory 
(AGMUT) cadre, will have to get a parliamentary nod. The government draws its legitimacy from a 
parliamentary majority, but democratic conduct is more than enforcing the will of the majority. The 
government’s conduct in Parliament and outside, where its critics are facing the strong arm of the state 
machinery, should meet the high standards India has set for itself as a democracy. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 wide “aisle” (phrase) – In this expression, the 

“aisle” refers to the actual physical walkway that 
divides the legislative (congressional/ 
parliamentary)  halls. Members of the two parties 
sit on opposite sides. 

 push through (phrasal verb) – to make a plan to 
put something into use as quickly as possible. 

 head-on (adjective) – direct, face to face. 
 collision (noun) – conflict, clash, opposition, 

disagreement. 
 head-on collision (noun) – (figuratively) two 

persons come into conflict with each other 
directly. (Literally) a traffic collision/crash where 
the front ends of two vehicles hit each other when 
traveling in opposite directions. 

 course (noun) – approach, technique, procedure, 
plan of action, formula. 

 on a collision course (phrase) – having an 
approach that is likely to cause conflict with 
another. 

 motion (noun) – a formal proposal put to a 
legislature; proposal, recommendation, 
suggestion. 

 repeal (noun) – cancellation, invalidation, reversal, 
annulment, nullification. 

 Farm Acts, 2000 (noun) – Farm Acts, 2000 refer to 
three agricultural bills passed by Indian Parliament 
in September 2020. The three acts are “The 
Farmers’  Produce Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 (FPTC Act) 
allows farmers to sell their harvest outside the 
notified Agricultural Produce Market Committee 
(APMC) mandis without paying any State taxes or 
fees”, “the Farmers (Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and 
Farm Services Act, 2020 facilitates contract 
farming and direct marketing”, and “the Essential 
Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020 deregulates 
the production, storage, movement and sale of 
several major foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, 
edible oils and onion, except in the case of 
extraordinary circumstances”. 

 agitating (adjective) – protesting, distressed, 
troubled. 

 confrontation (noun) – conflict, face-off, fight. 
 legacy (noun) – something received from a 

predecessor or from the past. 
 representative (noun) – spokesperson, agent, 

delegate. 
 boycott (verb) – avoid, shun, reject. 
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 address (noun) – formal speech. 
 sitting (noun) – meeting, assembly, session. 
 belatedly (adverb) – later than expected; behind 

time; slowly, tardily. 
 stay away from (phrasal verb) – avoid, skip, to not 

get involved in. 
 as a mark of (phrase) – as a symbol of. 
 outline (verb) – indicate, define, summarize. 
 keep one’s distance (phrase) – to maintain a 

certain level of distance/separation from 
someone; to limit one’s engagement/association 
with someone. 

 bloc (noun) – alliance, association, union. 
 commemorate (verb) – celebrate/honour the 

memory of someone/something with a 
ceremony/event; pay tribute to, pay homage to. 

 Constitution Day (of India) (noun) – Samvidhan 
Divas; also known as National Law Day, is 
celebrated in India on 26 November every year to 
commemorate the adoption of the Constitution of 
India. On 26 November 1949, the Constituent 
Assembly of India adopted the Constitution of 
India, and it came into effect on 26 January 1950. 

 on hold (phrase) – postpone, put off, put back, 
hold off. 

 directive (noun) – instruction, direction, 
command, order. 

 rethink (noun) – reconsideration, re-examination, 
reassessment, re-evaluation. 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 
regarding/concerning, in connection with. 

 round the corner (phrase) – coming soon, coming 
up, approaching, forthcoming. 

 front (noun) – political group. 
 disintegrate (verb) – dissolve, collapse, decline, 

fragment. 
 in the face of (phrase) – despite, notwithstanding, 

regardless of; when confronted with. 
 manoeuvre (noun) – (tactful) activity, action, 

operation, plan, scheme. 
 Motion of Thanks (phrase) – discussion on the 

matters referred to in the President’s Address 
takes place on a Motion of Thanks. 

 legislative (adjective) – governmental, 
parliamentary, law-making, policy-making. 

 ordinance (noun) – (local) order, law, directive/ 
regulation. 

 arbitration (noun) – conciliation, mediation, 
intervention/negotiation. 

 business (noun) – work, duty, job, task. 
 conciliation (noun) – appeasement, pacification, 

peacemaking. 
 Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) 

Ordinance, 2020 (noun) – The Arbitration and 
Conciliation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 was 
promulgated on November 4, 2020. It seeks to 
amend the Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996. 
The Act contains provisions to deal with domestic 
and international arbitration and defines the law 
for conducting conciliation proceedings. 

 provision (noun) – clause, (legal) term, 
requirement, condition. 

 proceedings (noun) – legal action, legal 
proceedings, litigation. 

 Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2021 (noun) – The 
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 2021 was promulgated on January 7, 
2021.  It amends the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation Act, 2019.  The Act provides for the 
bifurcation of the state of Jammu and Kashmir 
(J&K) into the Union Territory of J&K and Union 
Territory of Ladakh. As per the ordinance, The 
Jammu and Kashmir cadre of IPS, IAS and Indian 
Forest Service (IFoS) has been merged with the 
Arunachal, Goa, Mizoram and Union Territories 
(AGMUT) cadre. The Ordinance amends these 
clauses to provide for the merger of the officers in 
the existing cadre of J&K with the AGMUT cadre. 

 AGMUT cadre (noun) – Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, 
Mizoram and Union Territories cadre. The AGMUT 
cadre covers the three states of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Mizoram and Goa, as well as all the union 
territories. 

 (state) cadre (noun) – a state (government 
service) to which a member of the All India Service 
(AIS) officers is posted. “Cadre Officer” means a 
member of the Service. 

 nod (noun) – indication, signal, sign (of approval). 
 legitimacy (noun) – legality, validity, lawfulness. 
 conduct (noun) – performance, behaviour, way of 

working. 
 will (noun) – desire, wish, preference, intention. 
 critic (noun) – censurer, attacker, fault-finder. 
 strong arm (adjective/noun) – aggressive, forceful, 

coercive, oppressive (force). 
 machinery (noun) – system, apparatus, structure.

 


