
 

1 

 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (4th-FEB-2021) 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

A WRONG TURN: ON REPUBLIC DAY VIOLENCE 
Farmers must suspend agitation and return to talks without their maximalist approach 

 The chaos and mindless violence unleashed on the national capital by a section of protesting farmers on 
Republic Day were abhorrent. It is plausible that agents provocateurs infiltrated the farmers’ march but that does 
not absolve the leaders of responsibility. The chances of fatigued agitators breaking loose were high as were the 
possibilities of vested interests triggering violence. The leaders of the agitation should have taken note of the 
divergence in the rank and the rejection by certain recalcitrant groups of the routes for the march they had agreed 
with the Delhi police. True, no popular mobilisation can be held hostage to the threat of violent deviation by a 
handful, but there is judgement to be made at each turn. The leadership, itself an association of disparate 
individuals and organisations, should have been more realistic about its capacity to manage such a gathering. In the 
end, unruly elements took over the streets of Delhi. They broke barricades, thrashed, and tried to mow down police 
personnel. The police resorted to lathi charge and used tear gas, but, given the circumstances, showed restraint. 
More than 300 personnel were injured, at least 40 of them seriously. All this, and the march itself, was avoidable. 
 The Delhi police must investigate and hold to account individuals and groups responsible for the violence. 
Farmer leaders have the unenviable task of cooperating with the police in the investigation. False friends and real 
enemies of the agitators have painted them with a communal brush. Bringing the culprits to book is essential not 
only to salvage the reputation of an agitation that had remained largely peaceful for nearly two months but also to 
nip in the bud a dangerous communal slant before it slips out of control. The Centre has said it would continue to 
engage the protesters in negotiations. The offer of the government to keep in abeyance for up to 18 months the 
three controversial farm laws that are at the heart of the current face-off remains an opportunity for the leaders to 
seek a negotiated settlement. The agitators want the laws to go lock, stock, and barrel but their maximalist 
approach is unhelpful. They must discontinue the protest for now and disperse, while reserving the option of 
restarting it later. They should consider options short of a complete repeal of the laws. The Centre must consider 
more concessions, including the suspension of the laws until a broader agreement can be arrived at. It must make 
more efforts to allay the fears of those most affected by these reforms. The Centre’s imperious refusal to engage 
with political parties and State governments on critical questions of agriculture reforms has come back to haunt it. 
The resolution to this impasse can come only by involving them all. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 agitation (noun) – (public) protest. 
 maximalist (adjective) – relating to an approach of 

a person/organisation (particularly in politics) with 
extreme thoughts and not ready to compromise. 

 chaos (noun) – disorder, disarray, turmoil, 
disorganization, disruption. 

 unleash (verb) – let loose, release, let something 
go uncontrollably. 

 abhorrent (adjective) – disgusting, horrible, awful, 
heinous. 

 plausible (adjective) – likely, probable, possible; 
believable, conceivable. 

 provocateur (noun) – one who engages in 
provocative behaviour. 

 infiltrate (verb) – penetrate, sneak into, slip into, 
gain access to, become a part of, spread through. 

 absolve (verb) – forgive, pardon, excuse, 
discharge, acquit (someone of responsibility/moral 
obligation). 

 fatigued (adjective) – tired, exhausted, worn out, 
drained, overtaxed. 

 march (noun) – procession (as a protest). 
 break loose (phrase) – to suddenly become 

unattached to something; get away, get free, 
break free, free oneself. 

 vested interest (noun) – a personal interest in 
something to get benefit. 

 trigger (verb) – cause, bring about, give rise to, 
prompt. 

 take note of (phrase) – pay attention to, to 
become aware of, to focus on something. 

 divergence (noun) – difference, dissimilarity, 
variance; deviation, digression. 

 rank (noun) – the people belonging to a group. 
 recalcitrant (adjective) – non-compliant, 

uncooperative, wilfully disobedient. 
 popular (adjective) – public, communal, collective, 

social, societal. 
 mobilisation (noun) – the act of bringing forces/ 

people/resources together for a particular cause. 
 hold hostage (phrase) – to keep someone as 

hostage. 
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 handful (adjective) – few, one or two, a small 
number. 

 at every/each turn (phrase) – always, continually, 
repeatedly. 

 disparate (adjective) – contrasting, different, 
dissimilar. 

 unruly (adjective) – unrestrained/uncontrollable, 
undisciplined, troublemaking, disobedient. 

 take over (phrasal verb) – assume control of, take 
control of, gain control of, take charge of. 

 thrash (verb) – beat repeatedly & violently (with a 
stick). 

 mow down (phrasal verb) – knock down (with a 
vehicle). 

 personnel (noun) – force, staff, employees, 
workforce. 

 resort to (verb) – use, utilize, turn to, have 
recourse to. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 
account, bearing in mind. 

 circumstances (noun) – situation, conditions, state 
of affairs. 

 restraint (noun) – self-control, self-restraint, 
constraint, control, restriction, limitation. 

 hold someone to account (phrase) – to require a 
person to explain or to accept responsibility for his 
or her actions; to blame or punish someone for 
what has occurred. 

 unenviable (adjective) – difficult, undesirable, 
unpleasant. 

 paint (verb) – portray, depict, describe, represent. 
 paint (someone) with the same brush (phrase) – 

to unfairly describe someone as being the same as 
another person (generally in a negative manner). 

 bring someone to book (phrase) – punish, take to 
task, bring to justice; reprimand, criticize. 

 culprit (noun) – offender, wrongdoer, criminal. 
 salvage (verb) – save, rescue, recover, regain, 

restore, reclaim, get back, retrieve. 
 reputation (noun) – name, status, position, 

standing. 
 nip something in the bud (phrase) – to stop 

something (a potential problem or bad behaviour) 
at an early stage so that it does not become a 
serious problem/issue in the future; suppress, 
prevent, halt, destroy, stifle, obstruct, impede. 

 slant (noun) – point of view, standpoint, attitude, 
position. 

 slip out of control (phrase) – go out of control, 
become uncontrollable/unmanageable. 

 abeyance (noun) – a state of being 
inactive/suspended/inoperative temporarily; a 
state of dormancy; temporary halt/postponement. 
(It is mostly used in the phrase “in abeyance” with 
the word “in”). 

 keep/hold something in abeyance (phrase) – 
suspend, put off, discontinue, dissolve, terminate. 

 Farm Acts, 2000 (noun) – Farm Acts, 2000 refer to 
three agricultural bills passed by Indian Parliament 
in September 2020. The three acts are “The 
Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 (FPTC Act) 
allows farmers to sell their harvest outside the 
notified Agricultural Produce Market Committee 
(APMC) mandis without paying any State taxes or 
fees”, “the Farmers (Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and 
Farm Services Act, 2020 facilitates contract 
farming and direct marketing”, and “the Essential 
Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020 deregulates 
the production, storage, movement and sale of 
several major foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, 
edible oils and onion, except in the case of 
extraordinary circumstances”. 

 at the heart of (phrase) – at the most important 
part of. 

 face-off (noun) – confrontation, conflict, clash. 
 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 
 lock, stock, and barrel (phrase) – completely; 

everything, the whole thing. 
 for now (phrase) – for the time being, for the 

present, for the moment. 
 disperse (verb) – break up, disband, separate, 

leave. 
 short of (phrase) – less than. 
 repeal (noun) – cancellation, invalidation, reversal, 

annulment, nullification. 
 concession (noun) – compromise, adjustment. 
 arrive at (verb) – attain, reach, accomplish (a 

conclusion or decision). 
 allay (verb) – reduce, diminish, decrease, lessen; 

alleviate, ease, relieve. 
 imperious (adjective) – high-handed, 

commanding, domineering, authoritarian. 
 haunt (verb) – disturb, trouble, burden, beset. 
 impasse (noun) – deadlock, stalemate, checkmate, 

stand-off. 
************************************************************************************* 
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TROUBLING TRENDS: ON WIDENING INEQUALITY 
Inequality is widening across the world, and India is no exception 

 The world economy is slowly recovering from the devastation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, but that is 
only partial solace. The recovery is uneven among countries, and within countries, but the emerging universal truth 
is that economic inequality is rising sharply in all countries. A new report by Oxfam has revealed that the 1,000 
richest people worldwide recovered their losses from the pandemic within nine months as opposed to the world’s 
poorest who might take a decade to limp back to their pre-pandemic standing. Inequality was alarmingly high and 
destabilising social and political order in much of the world even before the pandemic struck. It is set to further 
aggravate, fear 295 economists from 79 countries, commissioned by Oxfam. Inequality in India has risen to levels 
last seen when it was colonised. The additional wealth acquired by India’s 100 billionaires since March when the 
lockdown was imposed is enough to give every one of the 138 million poorest ₹94,045, according to the report. An 
unskilled worker in India would take three years to earn what the country’s richest person earned in one second last 
year, the report calculates. The worsening inequality in income and opportunities impacts some sections 
disproportionately due to discrimination based on gender, caste and other factors. The poorer people were worst 
affected by the disease itself. 
 The focus on growth had led politicians and policy makers to accept rising inequality as inevitable for 
decades. Inequality came to be seen as a benign outcome of economic growth that led to reduction of absolute 
poverty. Concerns about inequality could also be easily dismissed as being informed by socialism. Any criticism of 
capitalism was viewed with scepticism in the mainstream of development debates, until the crisis of capitalism 
could no longer be ignored. The literature on capitalism and its linkage with democracy is now growing fast. There is 
now universal agreement among economists that the distribution of new wealth between capital and labour has 
become so one-sided that workers are constantly being pushed to penury while the rich are getting richer. This has 
social and political consequences as upheavals in democratic societies around the world show. The environmental 
costs of a development model that hinges on higher and higher growth are also obvious. On the one hand, there is 
an acknowledgment of the crisis among capitalist moghuls. The theme of the World Economic Forum at Davos this 
week is ‘the Great Reset’ which it says is a “commitment to jointly and urgently build the foundations of our 
economic and social system for a more fair, sustainable and resilient future”. On the other, measures that favour 
capital at the cost of labour continue; for instance, changes in labour laws in several States during the pandemic. Lip 
service is not enough to tackle inequality. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 inequality (noun) – Inequality is simply defined as 

“the state of not being equal, especially in status, 
rights and opportunities; imbalance, unevenness, 
disproportion, disparity. 

 is no exception (phrase) – as usual, the same as, 
to be similar. 

 devastation (noun) – destruction, damage, 
havoc/wreckage. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 
disease; The illness spreads around the world and 
typically affects a large number of people across a 
wide area. 

 solace (noun) – comfort, consolation, support. 
 oxfam (noun) – a confederation of 20 

independent charitable organizations focusing on 
the alleviation of global poverty, founded in 1942 
and led by Oxfam International. 

 as opposed to (phrase) – in contrast with, as 
against. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 limp (verb) – walk/proceed with difficulty. 
 standing (noun) – status, level, position. 
 alarmingly (adverb) – disturbingly, worryingly. 
 destabilise (verb) – undermine, weaken, damage, 

unsettle, upset. 
 strike (verb) – (of a disaster) affect, afflict, attack, 

come upon. 
 set to (phrasal verb) – start doing something 

aggressively. 
 aggravate (verb) – make worse, worsen, 

exacerbate, compound, increase/intensify. 
 commission (verb) – engage, employ, appoint, 

enlist (by an organisation to do something). 
 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol 

implemented by the authorities that prevents 
people from leaving from a place; An extended 
state of confinement/encirclement/isolation of a 
person by the authority. 

 unskilled (adjective) – unqualified, unschooled 
uneducated, untaught. 
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 disproportionately (adverb) – inordinately, 
immoderately, excessively. 

 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, on account 
of, as a result of. 

 discrimination (noun) – prejudice, intolerance, 
inequity, unfairness (against an individual or group 
of individuals by society and its institutions 
(basically in the procedures, policies or objectives) 
as a whole. 

 inevitable (adjective) – unavoidable, 
unpreventable. 

 benign (adjective) – favourable, advantageous, 
beneficial. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, call 
forth, give rise to. 

 absolute poverty (noun) – a condition where 
household (family) income is below a necessary 
level to maintain basic living standards (food, 
shelter, housing). 

 dismiss (verb) – disregard, ignore, brush/shrug off, 
abandon. 

 socialism (noun) – it’s a state-controlled economy 
in which the state controls the means of 
production: factories, offices, resources, and firms. 
Since the government controls almost all of 
society’s functions, it can make better use of 
resources, labors and lands. 

 capitalism (noun) – an economic system based on 
the private ownership; private enterprise, private 
ownership. 

 scepticism (noun) – doubt, suspicion/mistrust, 
wariness, lack of conviction. 

 mainstream (noun) – something (certain 
beliefs/ideas/activities) which are accepted or 
recognized by most people as a normal or typical. 

 literature (noun) – publications, reports, studies, 
relevant works. 

 capital (noun) – wealthy people who control a 
society’s economic activity collectively. 

 one-sided (adjective) – unequal, uneven, 
unbalanced, lopsided; inequitable, unfair. 

 penury (noun) – extreme poverty, destitution, 
privation/hardship. 

 consequence (noun) – outcome, ramification, 
repercussion. 

 upheaval (noun) – disruption, upset, disturbance, 
trouble. 

 environmental costs (noun) – costs connected 
with the actual or potential deterioration of 
natural assets due to economic activities. 

 hinge on (verb) – depend on, be based, be 
dependent. 

 on the one hand (phrase) – it is used to introduce 
the first of two contrasting different, points, facts, 
or ways of looking at something.  It is always 
followed later by on the other hand or ‘on the 
other’. 

 acknowledgment (noun) – acceptance, admission, 
recognition, realization. 

 capitalist (adjective) – relating to the people with 
the idea of personal profit and success. 

 mogul (noun) – important person, magnate, 
tycoon, bigwig. 

 World Economic Forum (WEF) (noun) – an 
independent international organization 
committed to improving the state of the world by 
engaging business, political, academic and other 
leaders of society to shape global, regional and 
industry agendas. Incorporated as a not-for-profit 
foundation in 1971, and headquartered in Geneva, 
Switzerland, the Forum is tied to no political, 
partisan or national interests. 

 reset (noun) – re-establishment. 
 the Great Reset (noun) – The Great Reset initiative 

is started by the World Economic Forum to 
improve the state of the world with an urgent 
need for global stakeholders to cooperate in 
simultaneously managing the direct consequences 
of the COVID-19 crisis. 

 fair (adjective) – just, equitable, fair-minded, 
open-minded. 

 sustainable (adjective) – acceptable, trustworthy, 
reliable, dependable. 

 resilient (adjective) – strong, sturdy, stout/well 
built, durable. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 
 favour (verb) – recommend, support, urge. 
 at the cost of (phrase) – by sacrificing/ losing/ 

giving up something. 
 for instance (phrase) – as an example. 
 Labour Law Reforms (noun) – various legislative, 

administrative and e-governance initiatives have 
been taken by the Central Government and State 
Governments to generate employment and to 
facilitate ease of doing business. 

 lip service (noun) – a method of expressing 
approval/support without taking any significant 
action.  


