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THE SCRIPT OF ANOTHER ‘PARADE’ ON REPUBLIC DAY  
The protesting farmers have revitalised the democratic polity  

and the Republic now stands morally recharged 
 The January 26 ‘parade’ on the Rajpath in the nation’s capital is permanently lodged in the national 
imagination as the finest republican rite. The ritual is designed to underline the republican nature of our 
governing arrangement, by demonstrating to ourselves — and, to the world — that the armed forces formally 
offer salute and respect to the civilian authority, symbolised by the President of India. This theme will be re-
affirmed this year also, notwithstanding that the traditional parade has over the years been used to ‘show-
case’ India’s military might. There will be no dilution of this national celebration. 
 Yet, the capital will also witness another parade — a parallel march by the (protesting) farmers, all in 
their loose-fitting uniforms of insurrection. This tractor rally can only be showcased as a veritable carnival of 
defiance and a festival of protest. Never before has the Republic been presented with such a rival celebration 
of democracy. 
 
A crisis by the functionaries 
 The contrast between the two celebrations brings the nation face to face with a crisis creeping upon us 
— a crisis of legitimacy of traditional politics. Ironically enough, the crisis has been precipitated by those very 
functionaries who are entrusted with the responsibility of upholding the Republic and nourishing its 
democratic sustainability. 
 As the farmers protest the three contentious “farm laws”, the government argues that it is merely 
trying to ‘reform’ the agriculture sector. The NITI Aayog managers and other corporate hired hands are 
entitled to chant the ‘reform’ mantra. But each and every ‘reform’ entails a certain social cost and economic 
pain, and it is the task of democratic politics to strive for a balance between pain and gain through a process of 
conciliation and compromise. 
 However, that traditional responsibility no longer finds favour with the rulers of the “new India”. 
Consequently, the farmers, too, have felt compelled to go beyond the traditional intermediaries of political 
parties and have confronted the Narendra Modi regime with a non-party upsurge. The farmers’ siege is not 
just against these three laws; they are challenging three crucial elements in Mr. Modi’s inexorable 
authoritarian project. 
 
It is only one voice 
 First, the Modi project vehemently insists on denying authenticity to voices other than those from the 
Sangh Parivar. The ruling clique arrogates to itself not only the monopoly of desh bhakti but also claims a total 
control over wisdom, gyaan, initiative and inspiration; correspondingly, it denies legitimacy to civil society and 
its voices. Not for it a contraption such as a National Advisory Council. All non-Parivar non-governmental 
organisations are suspect in its eyes, just as the very idea of a social movement is denied any validity. 
 Predictably, the ruling clique has vindictively used the agencies of the state — the Central Bureau of 
Investigation, the National Investigation Agency, the Enforcement Directorate, the intelligence agencies, the 
income-tax man, etc — to harass, coerce and eventually neutralise and silence dissent and dissenters. It 
continuously updates its blue book of tricks — how to disrupt, discredit and diffuse democratic dissent; and, it 
has perfected the standard operating procedure on how to use and manipulate the media to demonise 
democratic ideas, sentiments, grievances and anxieties. 
 
Manipulate and marginalise 
 Second, the Modi project is pivoted on an unprecedented use of the state’s resources to manufacture 
consent for the ruling clique and to fabricate adulation for the Leader. In this quest, society’s inherent capacity 
for notions of nationalism, patriotism, xenophobia have been cynically exploited; the armed forces and their 
valour have been manipulated for the ruling clique’s narrow partisan ends. 
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 Third, all these exertions and excesses have resulted in the marginalisation of the traditional political 
parties; the manufactured euphoria and exultation for the ruling clique have been used to devalue the most 
sacred site of traditional politics — Parliament. Conventional wisdom holds that in a parliamentary democracy, 
the Opposition must have its say while the government must have its way; now, the Opposition is not even 
allowed a say. Once Parliament got degraded, it was easy to browbeat the other constitutional institutions — 
the judiciary, the Election Commission of India, etc — into becoming the ruling clique’s enablers. 
 Cumulatively, parliamentary democracy stands debilitated as the effective instrument of compromise, 
conciliation and harmony. And the government reaps what it has sown. Unsurprisingly, the farmers see no 
merit in the three laws almost dubiously passed by Parliament; nor do they trust the government’s assurance, 
no trust in its word; and, even the Supreme Court was indirectly conveyed that its intervention was not going 
to make a difference. 
 
Misreading the farmers 
 Having choked off all conventional avenues of negotiations and grievance -resolution, the Modi 
government found itself confronted in a losing stand-off with the farmers. With all the familiar arrogance of an 
authoritarian regime, the ruling clique failed to read the Punjab protesters. They represent an old tradition of 
defiance of the imperial imposition. For want of a better term, let us call it the Bhagat Singh constituency. The 
farmer-activists have re-discovered the old spirit of defiance and are happily prepared for consequences and 
sacrifices. For the first time in the last seven years, the ruling clique has not been able to win the moral 
argument. 
 
Bad optics for government 
 On the contrary, for the first time, there is an Opposition that is not prepared to cede any kind of 
moral superiority to the Modi regime. The optics are all to the government’s disadvantage — small and 
marginal farmers fighting to safeguard themselves against the predatory corporate giants and the ruling clique 
has to position itself in this fight against the small man. Worse, the farmers have blunted the Modi regime’s 
standard operating procedure in dealing with Opposition voices and groups — unlike the Shaheen Bagh 
protest, the farmers could not be demonised as Pakistani agents, or as the Khalistai agents provocateurs; 
worse, a Hindu-Muslim divide could not be introduced. The onus was and remains on the Modi regime to fire 
the first shot. 
 The farmers have created their own imaginary Stalingrad, exhilarated in defiance, unyielding in 
defence of their land — and they have worked out a morally-uplifting narrative, with heroes, martyrs and 
joyful sacrifices. They have displayed discipline, solidarity and purpose in challenging the Modi regime and its 
authoritarian encroachments. In this insubordination, bordering on subversion, the protesting farmers have 
revitalised the democratic polity; and, because of their upsurge, the Republic stands morally recharged. No 
small achievement this. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 script (noun) – a plan of action. 
 revitalise (verb) – re-energize, strengthen, revive. 
 polity (noun) – a politically organized society. 
 republic (noun) – a group of people involved in a 

particular activity with certain equality; “The 
Republic” is a form of government in which a state 
(country) is ruled by elected representatives of the 
people (citizen body). 

 lodge (verb) – become fixed, embed itself, become 
implanted, become settled, anchor itself. 

 republican (adjective) – elected, representative, 
parliamentary, of the people. 

 rite (noun) – ceremony, ritual, observance, 
celebration. 

 ritual (noun) – ceremony, rite, custom, 
observance. 

 underline (verb) – underscore, emphasize, 
highlight. 

 civilian (noun) – non-military, non-combatant, 
civil. 

 civilian authority or civil government (noun) – the 
practical implementation of a state on behalf of its 
citizens, other than through military units. 

 might (noun) – strength, force, power. 
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 notwithstanding (conjunction) – although, in spite 
of the fact that, despite the fact that, even though. 

 dilution (noun) – reduction in value/power/force 
of something. 

 parallel (adjective) – equivalent, similar. 
 insurrection (noun) – coup, uprising, rebellion, 

putsch; civil unrest/disorder. 
 rally (noun) – gathering, march, meeting. 
 veritable (adjective) – true, precise, correct, exact, 

factual. 
 carnival (noun) – a public event, festival. 
 defiance (noun) – resistance, opposition, 

confrontation. 
 functionary (noun) – official, administrator, office-

holder. 
 creep upon (phrasal verb) – inch, crawl, tiptoe, 

move slowly & stealthily. 
 legitimacy (noun) – legality, validity, lawfulness. 
 ironically (adverb) – paradoxically, unexpectedly, 

strangely. 
 precipitate (verb) – bring about, bring on, cause, 

lead to, give rise to, trigger. 
 uphold (verb) – preserve, protect, maintain; 

vindicate/validate. 
 nourish (verb) – enhance, sustain, maintain, 

nurture, foster. 
 sustainability (noun) – the ability to exist 

constantly (at a certain rate/level). 
 contentious (adjective) – controversial, 

disputable, debatable, disputed. 
 Farm Acts, 2000 (noun) – Farm Acts, 2000 refer to 

three agricultural bills passed by Indian Parliament 
in September 2020. The three acts are “The 
Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 (FPTC Act) 
allows farmers to sell their harvest outside the 
notified Agricultural Produce Market Committee 
(APMC) mandis without paying any State taxes or 
fees”, “the Farmers (Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and 
Farm Services Act, 2020 facilitates contract 
farming and direct marketing”, and “the Essential 
Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020 deregulates 
the production, storage, movement and sale of 
several major foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, 
edible oils and onion, except in the case of 
extraordinary circumstances”. 

 hired hand (noun) – subordinate, deputy, second 
in command. 
 

 entitle (verb) – authorize, allow, permit. 
 chant (verb) – say, shout repeatedly. 
 entail (verb) – necessitate, make necessary, 

require. 
 strive (verb) – try, attempt, make every effort. 
 conciliation (noun) – appeasement, pacification, 

peacemaking. 
 compromise (noun) – agreement, understanding, 

settlement. 
 consequently (adverb) – as a result, therefore, for 

this reason, because of that. 
 go beyond (phrasal verb) – to go past something, 

exceed, surpass. 
 intermediary (adjective) – mediator, go-between, 

arbitrator, arbiter, conciliator, peacemaker. 
 regime (noun) – government. 
 upsurge (noun) – sudden increase or rise of 

something. 
 siege (noun) – blockade, beleaguerment, 

encirclement. 
 inexorable (adjective) – relentless, unstoppable, 

unavoidable/inevitable. 
 authoritarian (adjective) – oppressive, illiberal, 

draconian, undemocratic, dictatorial, totalitarian, 
autocratic. 

 vehemently (adverb) – forcefully, passionately, or 
intensely. 

 authenticity (noun) – reliability, dependability, 
trustworthiness. 

 clique (noun) – circle, group. 
 arrogate (verb) – assume, take over, acquire/claim 

(something without justification). 
 monopoly (noun) – exclusive/complete control of 

something by a person/organization. 
 correspondingly (adverb) – comparably, 

equivalently, analogously, similarly. 
 contraption (noun) – mechanism, apparatus, 

machine/device. 
 National Advisory Council (NAC) (noun) – The 

National Advisory Council (NAC) of India was an 
advisory body set up by the first United 
Progressive Alliance (UPA) government to advise 
the Prime Minister of India. 

 eye (noun) – opinion, thinking, view, viewpoint, 
point of view, perspective. 

 vindictively (adverb) – vengefully, revengefully. 
 harass (verb) – persecute, disturb, trouble, bother, 

torment. 
 coerce (verb) – pressure, force, compel/influence. 
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 eventually (adverb) – in the end, in due course, 
after some time. 

 National Investigation Agency (NIA) (noun) – The 
National Investigation Agency is a central agency 
established by the Indian Government to combat 
terror in India. It is functioning as the Central 
Counter Terrorism Law Enforcement Agency in the 
country. The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is 
created following the terror attack in Mumbai on 
December 26, 2008. It came into being on 
December 31, 2008, with the passage of the NIA 
Act of 2008. 

 Enforcement Directorate (ED) (noun) – 
Directorate of Enforcement is a specialized 
financial investigation agency under the 
Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance, 
Government of India. It was established in the 
year 1956 with its Headquarters at New Delhi. It is 
responsible for enforcement of the Foreign 
Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) (Civil 
Law) and certain provisions under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) (Criminal 
Law). 

 intelligence (noun) – (military) information. 
 neutralise (verb) – eliminate, cancel out, 

nullify/invalidate. 
 silence (verb) – suppress, stop, muffle. 
 dissent (noun) – disagreement, difference of 

opinion, opposition. 
 dissenter (noun) – objector, protester. 
 blue book (noun) – an official government report/ 

registry/directory, often having a blue cover. 
 discredit (verb) – disgrace, dishonour, bring into 

disrepute, damage someone’s reputation. 
 standard operating procedure/protocol (SOP) 

(noun) – a detailed, written document consisting 
of step-by-step information on routine activities 
necessary to complete tasks in accordance with 
specific regulations or standards. 

 manipulate (verb) – misrepresent, falsify, distort. 
 demonise (verb) – to show someone/something 

as evil/wicked/bad. 
 grievance (noun) – complaint, problem, objection/ 

protest. 
 marginalise (verb) – treat as insignificant, treat as 

unimportant, neglect. 
 pivot on (verb) – rely, depend, centre, hinge. 
 unprecedented (adjective) – not done or 

experienced before. 
 manufacture (verb) – devise, formulate, fabricate. 

 consent (noun) – agreement, assent, approval. 
 fabricate (verb) – forge, falsify, contrive. 
 adulation (noun) – admiration, praise/applause, 

worship. 
 inherent (adjective) – implicit, intrinsic, 

fundamental, basic. 
 notion (noun) – idea, belief, opinion, view. 
 nationalism (noun) – it refers to a system (with 

narrow set of ideas) created by a group of people 
who believe their nation is superior to all others. It 
is also a perception of national superiority and an 
orientation toward national dominance- called as 
chauvinism (excessive nationalism). 

 patriotism (noun) – devoted love and support for 
country; nationalism, national loyalty. 

 xenophobia (noun) – Greek phrase meaning 
fear/hatred of foreigners; racism. 

 cynically (adverb) – ironically, desperately, in a 
distrustful way. 

 exploit (verb) – take advantage of, make use of, 
utilize. 

 valour (noun) – bravery, courage, boldness, 
audacity. 

 narrow (adjective) – narrow-minded, intolerant, 
illiberal, short-sighted, myopic. 

 partisan (adjective) – biased, prejudiced, one-
sided. 

 exertion (noun) – use, application, utilization (of 
force/influence). 

 excesses (noun) – uncontrolled behaviour; 
unrestricted conduct; extreme, violent actions 
which are unacceptable. 

 marginalisation (noun) – an act of making 
something as insignificant/unimportant. 

 euphoria (noun) – elation, excitement, 
delight/happiness. 

 exultation (noun) – jubilation, rejoicing, 
happiness, pleasure, joy. 

 conventional wisdom (phrase) – received wisdom, 
common knowledge, accepted ideas (as true), 
popular belief (which may be questionable). 

 parliamentary democracy (noun) – a system of 
government in which citizens elect representatives 
to a legislative parliament to make the necessary 
laws and decisions for the country. 

 say (noun) – chance to speak, right to speak, 
chance to express one’s opinion. 

 way (noun) – policy, procedure, convention. 
 browbeat (verb) – oppress, intimidate, pressurize, 

coerce, force. 
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 constitutional institutions (noun) – institutions 
like the judiciary, the Election Commission of 
India, etc. are called constitutional institutions 
wherein power is assigned to different 
institutions. 

 the judiciary (noun) – a branch of government in 
which judicial power is vested. 

 enabler (noun) – something that makes something 
else possible; facilitator. 

 cumulatively (adverb) – in a cumulative manner; 
increasingly, collectively, totally. 

 debilitate (verb) – weaken, disable, paralyse, 
undermine, impair. 

 instrument (noun) – mechanism, apparatus, 
system, means (to achieve/attain something). 

 harmony (noun) – unity, solidarity, cooperation, 
agreement/concord. 

 unsurprisingly (adverb) – as expected. 
 merit (noun) – good point, strong point, 

advantage, benefit. 
 dubiously (adverb) – with hesitation, with doubt. 
 intervention (noun) – the process of intervening in 

something; involvement, interference. 
 make a difference (phrase) – be important, have a 

significant effect on, to cause a change. 
 choke off (phrasal verb) – block, obstruct, stop, 

bring to an end, stifle. 
 conventional (adjective) – normal, regular, 

traditional/standard. 
 avenue (noun) – way, method, direction, 

approach. 
 stand-off (noun) – deadlock, stalemate, impasse 

(in a dispute/conflict). 
 arrogance (noun) – egotism, self-importance. 
 read (verb) – interpret, understand, comprehend. 
 defiance (noun) – resistance, opposition, 

confrontation. 
 imperial (adjective) – monarchical, authoritative, 

high-handed/domineering. 
 imposition (noun) – burden, onus, strain, demand, 

pressure. 
 constituency (noun) – a body of supporters. 
 optics (noun) – (typically in a political situation) 

the way in which an event is recognized by the 
public. 

 on the contrary (phrase) – conversely, just the 
opposite. 

 cede (verb) – give up, concede, surrender, 
relinquish. 

 moral superiority (noun) – the belief or attitude 
that one’s position and actions are justified by 
having higher moral values than others. 

 predatory (adjective) – exploitative, greedy, 
rapacious, avaricious. 

 worse (adverb) – more seriously. 
 blunt (verb) – weaken, reduce. 
 Khalistanis (noun) – people who are 

related/connected to the Khalistan movement (a 
Sikh separatist movement) seeking to create a 
homeland for Sikhs by establishing a sovereign 
state, called Khālistān (‘Land of the Khalsa’), in the 
Punjab region. 

 provocateur (noun) – one who engages in 
provocative behavior. 

 onus (noun) – responsibility, duty; burden, 
liability, obligation. 

 fire the first shot (phrase) – to go first, or have 
first try at something. 

 stalingrad/Volgograd (noun) – a city in the 
European part of Russia on the Volga; site of 
German defeat in World War II in the winter of 
1942-43. 

 exhilarated (adjective) – very happy. 
 unyielding (adjective) – firm/resolute, inflexible, 

uncompromising. 
 narrative (noun) – a representation of a particular 

situation; portrayal/account. 
 martyr (noun) – a person who is killed due to his/ 

her beliefs. 
 solidarity (noun) – unity, unanimity, harmony, 

cooperation. 
 purpose (noun) – determination, resoluteness, 

resolve, firmness of purpose. 
 encroachment (noun) – intrusion into, trespass 

on, invasion of. 
 insubordination (noun) – disobedience, 

unruliness, troublemaking. 
 subversion (noun) – demolition, ruin, 

undermining, overthrow (of an established system 
or government). 

 this (activity/incident) (determiner) – referring to 
a specific thing just mentioned. 

 
 


