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TERROR TRAIL: ON PAKISTAN ACTION AGAINST TERRORISTS 
Pakistan’s action against terrorists is welcome, but nowhere near enough 

 In his speech to the UN Security Council (UNSC) marking 20 years since the resolutions that announced 
a global commitment to the war against terror after the U.S. 9/11 attacks, External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar made a pitch for greater coordination between counter terrorism agencies worldwide. He 
highlighted the necessity to streamline the process of the UN’s top body in designating terrorists while 
strengthening coordination in the agencies that check their financial resources. First, the world must 
acknowledge that terrorist organisations use not only extortion and money laundering, drugs and wildlife 
trafficking to raise funds, but, in the present and future, will use loopholes in digital security and the 
“anonymity” provided by block chain technology to access finances. Second, in a clear reference to Pakistan, 
he spoke of the need to link actions between the UN and the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), and for 
countries that “wilfully provide financial assistance and safe havens” as well as “5 star” treatment to criminals 
and terrorists, to be held to account by them. His words are significant given that a FATF committee, the Asia 
Pacific Joint Group (APJG), is meeting this week to finalise recommendations for the FATF on whether to 
continue Pakistan’s ‘greylisting status’, downgrade it to a blacklist, or let it off, decisions that India is watching 
closely. Finally, he pointed to countries that allow their “political and religious” affinities to decide on issues of 
designation of terrorists, blocking and unblocking requests at the UNSC for such reasons rather than 
technically evaluate the evidence against these individuals. While the broad message here was for China, 
which has often blocked India’s efforts to designate individuals at the UNSC, this also includes Turkey and 
Malaysia which have helped Pakistan avoid stringent measures at the FATF thus far. 
 While Mr. Jaishankar’s words were meant for the global struggle with terrorism since 2001, their 
import is for India’s particular problems with Pakistan and cross-border terrorism in the present for the 
impending decision at the FATF plenary next month. Pakistan’s recent actions, including the sudden arrests 
and quick convictions of most wanted figures Zaki Ur Rehman Lakhvi and Hafiz Saeed, and the warrant for JeM 
chief Masood Azhar, all in cases of terror financing, indicate that Islamabad is aware of the importance of 
these decisions for its economic future; for the moment, the government is appearing to fall in line with the 
FATF’s 27-point action plan. By drawing the connection between the actions of the UNSC and the FATF 
together, Mr. Jaishankar is indicating that India is not only watching what Pakistan does but also how the 
international community “walks the talk” on “zero tolerance to terrorism”. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 trail (noun) – path/way, pathway, course, route. 

 nowhere near (phrase) – not nearly. 

 UN Security Council (UNSC) (noun) – it is one of 

the six principal organs of the United Nations, 

charged with ensuring international peace and 

security. 

 mark (verb) – indicate, show, identify, denote. 

 resolution (noun) – proposal, proposition/plan; 

decision, declaration. 

 make a pitch (phrase) – say/do something in 

support of someone or something. 

 counter terrorism (noun) – anti-terrorism; actions 

taken to combat or prevent terrorism. 

 necessity (noun) – (essential) requirement, 

prerequisite, indispensable thing. 

 streamline (verb) – make something 

efficient/smooth-running/well organized. 

 designate (verb) – classify, pronounce, declare. 

 check (verb) – restrain, contain, control. 

 acknowledge (verb) – admit, accept, realize. 

 extortion (noun) – blackmail, demanding money 

(with threats), extraction. 

 money laundering (noun) – a secret act of moving 

illegally acquired funds into legal bank accounts or 

investments. 

 trafficking (noun) – the activity of buying and 

selling goods/animal/people illegally; (illegal/illicit) 

trading, dealing. 

 loophole (noun) – an ambiguity in the law; flaw/ 

fault, defect. 
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 anonymity (noun) – a condition of being 

unknown; a situation where the acting person’s 

name is unknown or not given. 

 block chain technology (noun) – a technology by 

which a global network of computers  jointly 

manage the database that records Bitcoin (a type 

of digital currency) transactions. 

 speak of (phrasal verb) – mention, talk about, 

discuss, refer to, remark on, comment on. 

 Financial Action Task Force (FATF) (noun) – The 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is the global 

money laundering and terrorist financing 

watchdog. The inter-governmental body sets 

international standards that aim to prevent these 

illegal activities and the harm they cause to 

society. 

 wilfully (adverb) – deliberately, purposefully. 

 safe haven (noun) – refuge, shelter, asylum, place 

of safety/security. 

 hold someone to account (phrase) – to require a 

person to explain or to accept responsibility for his 

or her actions; to blame or punish someone for 

what has occurred. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 Asia Pacific Group on money laundering (APG) 

(noun) – The Asia/Pacific Group on Money 

Laundering is an inter-governmental organisation, 

consisting of 41 member jurisdictions, focused on 

ensuring that its members effectively implement 

the international standards against money 

laundering, terrorist financing and proliferation 

financing related to weapons of mass destruction. 

 grey/watch list (noun) – a list of countries on 

observation due to their “strategic deficiencies” in 

countering terror-financing and money-

laundering. The countries put on grey/watch list 

by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) will be 

subjected to direct monitoring and intense 

scrutiny by the International Co-operation Review 

Group (ICRG) on terror financing. 

 downgrade (verb) – lower in status/rank/ 

importance, demote. 

 blacklist (noun) – a list of countries which the 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) judges to be 

non-cooperative in the global fight against money 

laundering and terrorist financing. 

 let off (phrasal verb) – pardon, forgive; excuse, 

relieve/exempt.  

 point to (verb) – indicate, suggest, denote. 

 affinity (noun) – harmony; relationship, bond, 

connection. 

 designation (noun) – classification, labelling, 

pinpointing. 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 stringent (adjective) – strict/stern, severe, 

tough/rigorous. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, proceeding. 

 thus far (phrase) – until now, till date. 

 import (noun) – meaning, essence, message, 

substance; importance, significance. 

 cross-border (adjective) – across a border 

between two countries. 

 impending (adjective) – imminent, close at hand, 

about to happen, approaching, nearing/coming. 

 plenary (noun) – assembly, conference, meeting 

(attended by all participants). 

 conviction (noun) – pronouncement of guilt, 

sentence, judgement. 

 warrant (noun) – it is generally an order that 

serves as a specific type of authorization, that is, a 

writ issued by a competent officer, usually a judge 

or magistrate, authorizes a law enforcement 

officer (police officer) to arrest and bring a person 

before the judge. 

 for the moment (phrase) – for the present, for 

now. 

 fall in line (phrase) – conform with others. 

 walk the talk (phrase) – to do the things you have 

said you would do. 

 zero tolerance (noun) – a complete refusal to 

accept certain behaviour. 

 
******************************************************************************** 
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FINAL BLOW: ON U.S. POLICY REVERSAL ON CUBA 
Biden shouldn’t be deterred by the policy reversal on Cuba by the Trump administration 

 The Trump administration’s decision to redesignate Cuba as a state sponsor of terrorism, taken in its 
last days, appears to be a blatantly politicised move, bereft of any strategic or moral reasoning. In the 
announcement, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo cited Cuba’s hosting of 10 Colombian rebels, a few 
American fugitives and its backing for Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro as evidence for its “support for 
acts of international terrorism”. The designation now puts the Caribbean country with Iran, North Korea and 
Syria, and would trigger fresh sanctions, making it more difficult for Cuba to do business. Havana has stated 
that returning the Colombian rebels would complicate the peace process in which it is a mediator. With regard 
to Venezuela, Cuba is following a foreign policy which it thinks serves its best interests, dealing with the 
country’s government, irrespective of Washington’s opinion. Not even the harshest critics of the single-party 
communist government in Havana, which faced domestic protests recently for freedom of expression, would 
allege its involvement in terrorist activities. As the Trump administration prepares to hand over power to a 
new President, it is taking a host of consequential foreign policy decisions that would make it difficult for Joe 
Biden to move quickly on his foreign policy agenda. 
 America’s acrimony towards Cuba has its roots in the Cold War period. As U.S. President Barack 
Obama noted when he opened up towards Cuba, their adverse relations were a relic of the past. He had taken 
a more realistic approach towards the Cubans than his predecessors. The U.S. has punished Cuba for decades 
with harsh sanctions, hoping that the Castro regime would eventually collapse. But the Cuban communists 
survived even the fall of the Soviet Union. With the Cold War memories fading and a new generation of 
Americans demanding a reset in foreign policy, Mr. Obama re-established ties, opened the American embassy 
and travelled to Havana, marking a new beginning. The logical approach of his successor should have been 
taking more confidence-building measures between the two countries and working towards a gradual 
normalisation of ties. But Donald Trump did just the opposite. It is strange that the U.S., the world’s largest 
military power that had cooperated with communist China since the early 1970s, still treats this tiny 
communist country that lies off the Florida coast as an enemy. Mr. Biden, during his campaign, had criticised 
the Trump administration’s Cuba policy and promised a more open approach. He could reverse the terror 
listing, but it would take time as the decision should follow a review process. Perhaps that is what Mr. Trump, 
who resisted the November election result till the Congressional certification of Mr. Biden’s victory, wants. Mr. 
Biden should not be deterred by these last-minute policy sabotages. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 blow (noun) – shock, surprise; setback/ 

misfortune. 

 reversal (noun) – turnaround, turnabout, U-turn, 

sea change. 

 deter (verb) – put off, discourage, prevent, stop. 

 redesignate (verb) – reclassify, re-label, rename. 

 blatantly (adverb) – flagrantly, glaringly, obviously, 

evidently, openly. 

 politicise (verb) – to make something into a 

political issue. 

 bereft of (adjective) – deprived of/stripped of; 

lacking, deficient in; wanting, in need of. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall (military) goals. 

 moral reasoning (noun) – the logical process of 

determining whether an action is right or wrong. 

 cite (verb) – refer to, make reference to, mention, 

point to. 

 host (verb) – give, provide, organize, arrange 

(space for guests or for an event). 

 fugitive (adjective) – relating to a person who has 

escaped from being confined or imprisoned. 

 backing (noun) – support, assistance, cooperation, 

aid. 

 designation (noun) – classification, labelling, 

pinpointing/naming. 

 trigger (verb) – cause, bring about, give rise to. 
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 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given 

to force a country to obey international laws by 

limiting or stopping trade with that country, by not 

allowing economic aid for that country, etc. 

 mediator (noun) – arbitrator, arbiter, negotiator, 

conciliator. 

 with regard to (phrase) – in respect of, 

concerning, with reference to. 

 irrespective of (adjective) – notwithstanding, 

without regard for, regardless of. 

 allege (verb) – claim, assert, declare, state. 

 hand over (phrasal verb) – pass, transfer, assign.  

 a host of (noun) – lot, large number, great 

quantity. 

 consequential (adjective) – important, significant, 

major. 

 acrimony (noun) – bitterness, hostility, 

resentment. 

 root (noun) – basic cause of something. 

 the Cold War (noun) – The Cold War was a state of 

political and military tension after World War II 

between powers in the Western Bloc (the United 

States and a group of countries) and powers in the 

Eastern Bloc (the Soviet Union and a group of 

countries). 

 open up (phrasal verb) – create (a new 

opportunity or possibility). 

 adverse (adjective) – unfavourable, 

disadvantageous, bad. 

 relic (noun) – historical/ancient thing which is 

outmoded/still remaining now; remains, historical 

object/thing. 

 predecessor (noun) – previous holder; forerunner, 

precursor, antecedent. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 eventually (adverb) – in the end, in due course, 

after some time. 

 fade (verb) – disappear, vanish, diminish/ 

decrease. 

 reset (noun) – re-establishment. 

 ties (noun) – bond, connection, association, 

relationship. 

 embassy (noun) – the diplomatic office building in 

a foreign country where the ambassador & team 

live and work; consulate, mission. 

 successor (noun) – inheritor, next-in-line, 

descendant. 

 confidence-building measures/mechanisms 

(noun) – confidence-building measures (CBMs) are 

planned procedures to prevent hostilities, to avert 

escalation, to reduce military tension, and to build 

mutual trust between countries. 

 normalisation (noun) – the process of bringing 

something (relationship, ties) back to a normal 

condition after a war or disagreement. 

 strange (adjective) – unusual, weird, abnormal, 

atypical. 

 lie off (phrasal verb) – be placed some distance 

from coast/shore. 

 campaign (noun) – an organized effort which 

seeks to influence the decision making progress 

within a specific group. 

 reverse (verb) – alter, change. 

 perhaps (adverb) – maybe, possibly. 

 congressional (adjective) – relating to a national 

legislative body of the US. 

 last minute (noun) – careless, disorganized, 

unmethodical, unsystematic, messy, thoughtless, 

inattentive. 

 sabotage (noun) – deliberate damage, 

destruction, obstruction, disruption; spoiling, 

ruining.  


