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THE PURSUIT OF ASSANGE: ON U.S. EFFORTS TO WIKILEAKS FOUNDER 
The U.S. must take a more benign view of WikiLeaks and drop Assange’s prosecution 

 The decision by a British district judge to block the extradition of Julian Assange to the U.S. on the 
grounds of his mental health is a temporary setback to America’s efforts to try the WikiLeaks founder under its 
law on spying charges. In her ruling, judge Vanessa Baraitser said “the mental condition of Mr. Assange is such 
that it would be oppressive to extradite him to the U.S.” While it is a small victory for his lawyers and 
supporters, their fight to prevent his extradition and secure his freedom is far from over. Judge Baraitser has 
blocked his extradition only on medical grounds because she thought his possible detention in isolation in the 
U.S. would likely result in a suicide attempt. She rejected the defence lawyers’ arguments that Mr. Assange’s 
prosecution was politically motivated and violated his rights to free expression. She also observed that his 
conduct “took him outside the role of investigative journalism”, agreeing with the U.S. authorities’ assertion on 
WikiLeaks. Mr. Assange, who is wanted in the U.S. on multiple charges of breaking espionage laws and 
conspiring to hack a military computer, has repeatedly defended his organisation’s operations, terming them 
public interest journalism. U.S. prosecutors allege that he helped former U.S. Army intelligence analyst Chelsea 
Manning crack an encrypted password and download classified information, the leaking of which endangered 
American intelligence sources. The Justice Department also claims that he had conspired with hackers to 
obtain classified information. 
 It is ironic that the U.S., which takes pride in its freedoms and commitment to protecting human rights, 
is relentlessly pursuing a man who exposed some of the worst rights violations by the American military. Until 
WikiLeaks released the classified documents that Ms. Manning downloaded, the world believed that the July 
2007 killings of a dozen Iraqis, including two Reuters staffers, happened in a firefight with a U.S. aircrew. But 
video footage by WikiLeaks showed the aircrew laughing after they killed 12 innocent people. WikiLeaks files 
also exposed the killings of hundreds of Afghan civilians by U.S. forces. These were incidents the U.S. had 
swept under the carpet, and WikiLeaks had undoubtedly done public service, allowing the questioning of the 
conduct of war by the world’s supreme military power. Instead of accepting its military’s mistakes, the U.S. 
went after the messenger. In the U.S., sensitive or leaked information published by the news media is 
protected under the First Amendment, a reason why the Obama administration decided against prosecuting 
WikiLeaks. But the Trump administration reversed tack. The new Biden-led government must rethink its 
predecessor’s approach. It is unfortunate that a fresh bail application filed by Mr. Assange’s lawyers was 
rejected by a British judge on Wednesday. The British legal system should take a benign view of his condition 
and cause. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 
 pursuit (noun) – quest for, search for, chase after, 

hunt for. 

 WikiLeaks (noun) – an international non-profit 

organisation that publishes news leaks and 

classified media provided by anonymous sources. 

 benign (adjective) – agreeable, thoughtful, well 

disposed, compassionate. 

 drop (verb) – abandon, give up, discontinue. 

 extradition (noun) – the action of surrendering/ 

handing over a fugitive (a person who has escaped 

from being confined/accused of a crime) from one 

jurisdiction to another by mutual agreements 

between the two countries. deportation, 

handover, expulsion. 

 prosecution (noun) – legal proceeding, trial, legal 

case. 

 block (verb) – stop, bar, prevent, thwart. 

 ground (noun) – reason, factor, basis, rationale, 

premise. 

 setback (noun) – problem, difficulty, issue, 

complication. 

 spying (noun as modifier) – secret agent (someone 

who secretly obtains information on others, 

particularly competitor/enemy). 

 oppressive (adjective) – dictatorial, autocratic, 

undemocratic. 

 secure (verb) – protect, assure, ensure, guarantee, 

warrant. 
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 extradite (verb) – to surrender a fugitive (a person 

who has escaped from being confined/accused of 

a crime) from one (country’s) jurisdiction to 

another by mutual agreements between the two 

countries; hand over, deport, banish/expel. 

 far from (phrase) – not, not at all. 

 detention (noun) – imprisonment, confinement/ 

incarceration, captivity, custody. 

 isolation (noun) – separation, seclusion, 

loneliness, inaccessibility. 

 likely (adverb) – probably, in all probability, 

presumably. 

 result in (verb) – cause, bring about, give rise to. 

 conduct (noun) – behaviour, way of behaving, 

performance. 

 investigative journalism (noun) – It means the 

unveiling of matters that are concealed either 

deliberately by someone in a position of power, or 

accidentally, behind a chaotic mass of facts and 

circumstances – and the analysis and exposure of 

all relevant facts to the public. (Courtesy UNESCO) 

 assertion (noun) – statement, declaration, 

affirmation, opinion, contention. 

 espionage (noun) – the act of spying; obtaining 

secret or confidential (political or military) 

information of a country and/or disclosing it 

without the permission of that country; 

undercover work, infiltration, counter-intelligence. 

 conspire (verb) – plot, collude, collaborate, 

intrigue; work/act together. 

 defend (verb) – justify, support, vindicate, argue 

for, speak for. 

 public interest journalism (noun) – journalism 

that informs the public about matters that they 

need to know about. 

 prosecutor (noun) – a lawyer who presents the 

government’s case against someone accused of a 

crime; State counsel. 

 intelligence (noun) – department of intelligence 

(employed to collect & analyse military 

information). 

 crack (verb) – force open, break open, prise open 

(a secured computer system). 

 allege (verb) – claim, assert, accuse, charge. 

 encrypted (adjective) – concealed/hidden with 

secret code. 

 classified (adjective) – private, personal, intimate, 

privileged (secret information). 

 endangered (adjective) – vulnerable, unprotected, 

unguarded. 

 to take pride in (phrase) – to be proud of, to take 

satisfaction in. 

 ironic (adjective) – strange, unexpected, odd, 

paradoxical. 

 relentlessly (adverb) – continuously, persistently, 

firmly/determinedly, continuously in an intense 

way. 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, follow. 

 expose (verb) – uncover, reveal, show, display, 

exhibit, disclose. 

 firefight (noun) – a fight in which guns are used by 

two opposing forces. 

 aircrew (noun) – staffs/employees in an aircraft. 

 civilian (noun) – ordinary citizen, non-military 

person. 

 sweep something under the rug/carpet (phrase) – 

to hide or avoid something (particularly a 

problem/issue) with the intention that others will 

forget about it eventually; cover up, conceal, 

camouflage, keep secret. 

 undoubtedly (adverb) – admittedly, doubtless, 

beyond question. 

 go after (phrasal verb) – take actions to 

criticize/punish someone. 

 messenger (noun) – a person who communicates 

information. 

 First Amendment (noun) – The First Amendment 

(Amendment I) to the United States Constitution 

prevents the government from making laws that 

regulate an establishment of religion, prohibit the 

free exercise of religion, or abridge the freedom of 

speech, the freedom of the press, the freedom of 

assembly, or the right to petition the government 

for a redress of grievances. It was adopted on 

December 15, 1791, as one of the ten 

amendments that constitute the Bill of Rights. 
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 prosecute (verb) – charge, sue, bring to trial, 

institute legal proceedings against, take to court. 

 reverse (verb) – alter, change; revoke, repeal, 

overrule, cancel. 

 tack (noun) – approach, way/method, process. 

 predecessor (noun) – previous holder; forerunner, 

precursor, antecedent. 

 bail (noun) – conditional, temporary release of an 

arrested/imprisoned person when a specified 

amount of security is deposited or pledged (as 

cash or property) to ensure his/her appearance in 

court when required. 

 cause (noun) – reason, motive, purpose. 

****************************************************************************************** 

MORIBUND GOVERNANCE: ON GHAZIABAD DISASTER 
The Ghaziabad disaster underscores the need for regular audit of civic projects 

 Even to those familiar with the anarchy that characterises India’s public spaces, the collapse of a 
newly-built shelter in a crematorium in Muradnagar, in U.P.’s Ghaziabad district, killing at least 24 people, is a 
shock. A group attending a funeral sheltered from rain in the structure, when its roof crumbled. The deaths 
and injuries have left families distraught. Since women are not part of funeral rites in crematoria, they came to 
know of the fate of the men much later. A token solatium has been announced by the U.P. government for the 
next of kin of the dead and relief measures for others, but the loss of breadwinners who were in low-paying 
jobs has left the family members destitute. The State has shown great alacrity in arresting four people 
including a junior engineer, besides the contractor, citing culpable homicide, causing hurt and endangering 
lives. There are indications that it may use the National Security Act against some of the accused. Such 
measures cannot produce consistent improvement to governance, but the Yogi Adityanath government’s 
favoured image is that of strong enforcement, which it has sought to demonstrate time and again by shooting 
down in ‘encounters’ those with a criminal record. That approach can do little to improve U.P.’s standing. The 
Ghaziabad disaster is clearly the product of a system that lacks transparency and audits, and does not yield to 
quick fixes or measures meant to aid deterrence. 
 Every year, the monsoon extracts a penalty in the form of collapsed buildings in several States. Just 
over three years ago, several people died when part of a bus stand caved in near Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu. 
Appalled by the 41 deaths in a building disaster at Bhiwandi, Maharashtra in September last year, the Bombay 
High Court framed questions for municipal authorities, including the basic premise: are those in authority 
completely helpless in preventing the collapse of structures and stopping the loss of life? The court also 
emphasised that citizens have a right to live in safe buildings and environment, within the meaning of Article 
21. What happened in Ghaziabad is particularly deplorable, as the cremation ground is an essential facility, and 
entirely within the ambit of public authorities to maintain. There are suggestions that the structure was poorly 
designed, lacking stability due to use of inferior materials, while the contractor had several projects assigned to 
him in the district. These and other charges, including favouritism involving politicians, are best probed by an 
independent judicial member. Mr. Adityanath should realise that U.P., a laggard on many development 
metrics, can transform itself only through rule of law and efficient implementation of public projects. The 
horror of Muradnagar should impel his government to act. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 
 moribund (adjective) – declining, waning, dying, 

decaying, stagnant/weak. 

 governance (noun) – the act of governing 

something; administration. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 characterise (verb) – identify, depict, describe. 

 audit (noun) – inspection, examination, 

assessment, investigation. 

 anarchy (noun) – lawlessness, absence of 

government, disorder. 

 shelter (noun) – a place (with a roofed structure 

for temporary protection from rain); shed, gallery, 

portico. 
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 crematorium/crematoria (noun) – a place for the 

cremation of the dead (person). Cremation is a 

method of the final disposition of a dead body 

through burning. 

 funeral (noun) – burial (ceremony), cremation, 

laying to rest. 

 shelter (verb) – protect, keep safe, shield, cover. 

 crumble (verb) – collapse, fall down, cave in, break 

down. 

 distraught (adjective) – very worried, distressed, 

devastated, shattered. 

 rite (noun) – ceremony, ritual, observance. 

 fate (noun) – death, demise, end, doom. 

 token (adjective) – symbolic. 

 next of kin (noun) – closest relative, closest 

relation, closest family member. 

 breadwinner (noun) – the primary or sole income 

earner in a family. 

 alacrity (noun) – readiness, willingness, swiftness, 

promptness. 

 solatium (noun) – compensation. 

 besides (preposition/linking adverb) – in addition 

to, as well, apart from. 

 destitute (adjective) – impoverished, poverty-

stricken, poor, without a penny to one’s name. 

 culpable (adjective) – guilty, at fault, 

accountable/responsible for misconduct. 

 homicide (noun) – the killing of one human being 

by another human being; murder, killing, 

massacre. 

 National Security Act (NSA) (noun) – Put simply, 

the NSA empowers the Centre or a State 

government to detain a person to prevent him 

from acting in any manner prejudicial to national 

security. The government can also detain a person 

to prevent him from disrupting public order or for 

maintenance of supplies and services essential to 

the community. The maximum period for which 

one may be detained is 12 months. But the term 

can be extended if the government finds fresh 

evidence. 

 image (noun) – public perception/impression, 

persona, public face, character/reputation. 

 endanger (verb) – imperil, jeopardize, risk. 

 enforcement (noun) – imposition, 

implementation, execution. 

 seek (verb) – aim, try, attempt. 

 demonstrate (verb) – show, prove, establish, 

indicate. 

 time and again (phrase) – often, frequently, 

repeatedly. 

 shoot down (phrasal verb) – gun down, hit with a 

bullet/missile.  

 standing (noun) – status, reputation, social 

position. 

 lack (verb) – be without, be lacking, be deprived 

of, be short of. 

 transparency (noun) – clarity, 

straightforwardness, openness, honesty, 

unambiguity. 

 yield (verb) – comply with, conform to, agree to, 

go along with, heed, pay attention to. 

 quick fix (noun) – temporary solution/remedy. 

 measure (noun) – procedure, step, course of 

action, programme. 

 aid (verb) – facilitate, help, assist. 

 deterrence (noun) – the act of deterring/stopping 

someone from doing something. 

 extract (verb) – obtain, get, take; repeat, 

reproduce. 

 cave in (phrasal verb) – collapse, fall down, 

crumble, disintegrate.  

 appal (verb) – shock, horrify, dismal/distress 

greatly. 

 premise (noun) – proposition, assumption, 

supposition. 

 emphasise (verb) – draw attention to, put stress 

on, underscore, highlight. 

 Article 21 (Constitution of India) (noun) – 

Protection of life and personal liberty. “No person 

shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty 

except according to a procedure established by 

law.” 

 deplorable (adjective) – disgraceful, 

dishonourable, unacceptable. 

 ambit (noun) – limits, scope, purview. 



 

5 

 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (13th-JAN-2021) 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 favouritism (noun) – prejudice, partiality; 

unfairness, one-sidedness. 

 laggard (noun) – slower, sluggish/stagnant, snail-

paced. 

 metric (noun) – a system (of measurement). 

 transform (verb) – change, alter, modify, convert. 

 impel (verb) – compel, force, urge, pressurize, 

push, spur. 

 rule of law (phrase) – it is described as “a principle 

of governance in which all persons, institutions 

and entities, public and private, including the State 

itself, are accountable to laws that are publicly 

promulgated, equally enforced and independently 

adjudicated, and which are consistent with 

international human rights norms and standards. 

 horror (noun) – distress, dismay, shock. 

***************************************************************************************** 

ENGLAND IN LOCKDOWN: ON RAPID SPREAD OF COVID-19 VARIANT 
The rapid spread of the new COVID-19 variant should alert other countries to remain vigilant 

 In a bid to control the spread of the highly transmissible new COVID-19 variant (VOC 202012/01), the 
U.K. announced on Monday a fresh lockdown in London and southeast England, which is expected to be in 
force till mid-February. The decision comes after much dithering; the scientific advisory panel had 
recommended days before Christmas that the government consider a national lockdown, including shutting 
down educational institutions. As on January 4, the U.K has reported 2.7 million cases and over 75,500 deaths, 
the second-highest toll in Europe. More than 50,000 new cases have been reported daily since December 29, 
2020, with a peak of nearly 59,000 cases on January 4 and over 400 deaths daily. On Monday, more than 
26,000 COVID-19 patients were admitted in hospitals, an increase of 30% from the previous week. Though the 
new variant does not cause increased disease severity or mortality, a surge in cases and hospitalisation can 
lead to more deaths. It is more transmissible, the reason why the reproduction number (number of people a 
person can infect) is 1.5-1.7; the spread is considered to be under control when the reproduction number is 
less than 1. Based on an analysis of cases and genome sequences of nearly 44,500 samples collected from 
England between September 21 and December 13, it was found that even during the previous lockdown, the 
new variant spread in many locations. This even as fresh cases were generally dropping due to reduced spread 
of the then dominant strain. 
 There is evidence that the earlier lockdown was effective in containing the previously predominant 
strain, suggesting that the new variant grew in absolute terms. The rapid spread of the new variant even 
during the previous lockdown might not reflect a general failure of control measures but highlights the 
inherent nature of the new variant to rapidly spread given its higher transmissibility. That areas with slower 
baseline virus spread also reported a slightly reduced spread of the new variant suggests that it is indeed 
possible to reduce if not suppress the transmission of the new variant if the lockdown is stricter and 
compliance is better. It is for this reason that unlike in the previous lockdown, schools and universities too are 
to be closed now. The new variant appears to affect a greater proportion of individuals under 20 years. The 
selective spread among the young might probably be more because educational institutions were open during 
the previous lockdown than due to the inherent nature of the virus. Since a resurgence of the new variant is 
likely when the lockdown is lifted, the focus is on accelerating vaccine roll-out so that much of the population 
is protected and transmission is cut. The spread of new variants should alert other countries, particularly South 
Africa where a problematic mutation has been found, to remain vigilant. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol 

implemented by the authorities that prevents 

people from leaving from a place; An extended 

state of confinement/encirclement/isolation of a 

person by the authority. 

 vigilant (adjective) – watchful, careful, alert. 

 variant (noun) – different or form or version or 

mutant of something (virus). 

 in force (phrase) – effective, in operation, in 

action, valid. 

 dither (verb) – be indecisive, be unsure, be 

undecided, hesitate. 



 

6 

 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (13th-JAN-2021) 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 bid (noun) – attempt, effort, endeavour/try. 

 advisory (noun) – consultative, advising, 

counselling, recommending. 

 shut down (phrasal verb) – discontinue, cease 

activity, close. 

 toll (noun) – number, count, sum total (of 

deaths/casualties). 

 severity (noun) – seriousness, gravity, extremity; 

strength, intensity. 

 mortality (noun) – (in a particular time/for a 

cause) the rate/number of death. 

 surge (noun) – sudden increase, rise, growth. 

 hospitalisation (noun) – the act of taking (or) 

admitting someone to (or) in hospital for 

treatment. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, call 

forth, give rise to. 

 reproduction number (noun) – number of people 

a person can infect. 

 genome (noun) – the genetic material (a complete 

set of DNA, including all of its genes) of an 

organism. The sum total of the genetic material of 

a cell or an organism. 

 sequence (noun) – the complete order of 

compounds/building blocks (nucleotides) of 

nucleic acids, such as RNA or DNA. 

 genome sequence (noun) – a process that 

determines the order, or sequence, of the DNA 

(nucleotides i.e., A, C, G and U) in each of the 

genes present in the virus’s genome. 

 drop (verb) – decrease, lessen, reduce. 

 strain (noun) – variety, kind, type; variant, mutant. 

 predominant (adjective) – dominant, more 

powerful, most important, primary. 

 in absolute terms (phrase) – measured by itself, 

not in comparison with other things. 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, reveal, exhibit. 

 measure (noun) – procedure, step, course of 

action, programme. 

 highlight (verb) – underline, underscore, 

emphasize, call attention to. 

 inherent (adjective) – implicit, intrinsic, 

fundamental, basic. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 transmissibility (noun) – the quality/ 

characteristic/trait of a disease being able to 

spread from one person to another. 

 baseline (noun) – a starting point (used for 

comparisons). 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 suppress (verb) – control, contain, restrain. 

 compliance (noun) – conformity, observation, 

adherence. 

 proportion (noun) – ratio, distribution. 

 probably (adverb) – most likely, in all likelihood, 

all things considered, perhaps. 

 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, by virtue 

of. 

 resurgence (noun) – reoccurrence/recurrence, 

reappearance, reemergence. 

 likely (adjective) – possible, to be expected. 

 accelerate (verb) – speed up, hurry up, increase 

speed. 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 roll-out (noun) – official launch/introduction. 

 cut (verb) – reduce, decrease, lessen. 

 problematic (adjective) – difficult, troublesome, 

complex. 

 mutation (noun) – a significant and basic 

“alteration/variation” in the DNA sequence. 

 
 


