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A HURRIED GAMBLE: ON VACCINES AND TRANSPARENCY 
Opacity in communication is dangerous when there is high vaccine hesitancy 

 The stage is set for the biggest vaccine rollout in India’s history with the Drugs Controller General of 
India formally approving two vaccines for restricted use under emergency conditions: Covishield by the Serum 
Institute of India (SII), and Covaxin by Bharat Biotech. Though other vaccine candidates are in the fray too, 
these two set a precedent for how future COVID-19 vaccines will be evaluated and administered. India has 
been long known as a manufacturer of vaccines but less so as one that can develop from scratch, test and then 
provide it to the world. The pandemic offers an unprecedented opportunity to establish those credentials, but 
already a key step — of establishing the vaccine’s efficacy in the Indian population before rollout — has been 
side-stepped. A double-blinded phase-3 trial — where some volunteers get the vaccine and some do not and 
the rate of disease in both arms is compared to determine the vaccine’s ability — is among the foundations of 
evidence-based medicine. The SII because of its agreement with AstraZeneca has furnished data from a phase-
3 trial in the U.K. and Brazil, but nothing publicly on how protective the vaccine was in 1,600 Indian volunteers. 
All of the leading vaccine candidates — Pfizer, Moderna and AstraZeneca itself — made public at least partial 
results of the vaccine’s abilities in their own populations before these were given a go-ahead by the respective 
regulators. Bharat Biotech, which is conducting such a phase-3 trial in India, is yet to furnish similar data 
because it has not been able to finish recruiting the required number of volunteers. The Indian data furnished 
by the companies only attest to the vaccine’s safety and its evoking some immune response. However, this 
pandemic has revealed multiple instances of therapies and interventions — from convalescent plasma therapy 
to a slew of antivirals — that seemed to work well under idealised lab conditions but did not measurably 
protect in real-world hospital conditions. 
 The concern from approving an untested vaccine is that it makes it nearly impossible to conduct a 
proper phase-3 trial. It will be unethical to expect volunteers to participate in a trial where there is only a 50% 
chance of being administered the actual vaccine, when they have the option of the real dose elsewhere. Both 
SII and Bharat Biotech, given the pace of recruitment and potential pool of volunteers, would have been able 
to generate much more data within mere weeks. So, it is hard to imagine why an emergency use authorisation 
of these vaccines was hurried through. Opacity marks the government’s communication strategy in a country 
where distrust of vaccines remains in spite of years of vaccination programmes and elimination of grave 
diseases. The government neglects this at the country’s peril. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 hurried (adjective) – rushed, rash, reckless. 

 gamble (noun) – risky action, venture, random 

shot, chance. 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 transparency (noun) – clarity, 

straightforwardness, openness, honesty, 

unambiguity. 

 opacity (noun) – obscurity, lack of clarity, 

unclearness. 

 vaccine hesitancy (noun) – a reluctance or refusal 

to be vaccinated or to have one’s children 

vaccinated; reluctance or refusal to vaccinate 

despite the availability of vaccines. 

 hesitancy (noun) – reluctance, unwillingness, 

disinclination. 

 set the stage for (phrase) – prepare the 

circumstances for the beginning of something. 

 Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) (noun) – 

Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) is a 

department of the Central Drugs Standard Control 

Organization (CDSCO) of the Government of India 

responsible for approval of licences of specified 

categories of drugs such as vaccines, and etc. in 

India. Drugs Controller General of India, comes 

under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. 

DCGI also sets standards for manufacturing, sales, 

import, and distribution of drugs in India. 
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 Oxford vaccine/Covishield (noun) – (ChAdOx1 

nCoV-19) or (AZD1222) is a COVID-19 vaccine 

candidate developed by Oxford University and 

AstraZeneca, UK Ltd. (named Covishield in India). 

Serum Institute of India (SII), a biotechnology 

company has partnered with global pharma giant 

AstraZeneca and Oxford University for this vaccine 

candidate ‘Covidshield’. 

 rollout (noun) – official launch/introduction. 

 Covaxin (noun) – India’s first indigenous COVID-19 

vaccine candidate (COVAXIN) developed by a 

Hyderabad-based company (Bharat Biotech) in 

collaboration with the ICMR (The Indian Council of 

Medical Research). 

 fray (noun) – competition, contest. 

 precedent (noun) – model, exemplar, example, 

pattern; previous example/instance, prior 

instance. 

 administer (verb) – inoculate, vaccinate, introduce 

(with a vaccine to provide immunity against a 

disease). 

 from scratch (phrase) – from the very beginning. 

 unprecedented (adjective) – not done or 

experienced before. 

 establish (verb) – initiate, create/form, set up. 

 credentials (noun) – identities, qualities, 

achievements, aspects. 

 efficacy (noun) – In medicine, the ability of an 

intervention (for example, a drug or surgery) to 

produce the desired beneficial effect; 

effectiveness, efficiency, power. 

 side-step (verb) – avoid, evade/dodge, escape. 

 double-blind (adjective) – relating to a method of 

research in which neither the participants nor the 

experimenters know who is receiving a particular 

treatment. 

 phase 3 trial (noun) – In the phase 3 trial, the 

vaccine is given to thousands of people to confirm 

its safety – including rare side effects – and 

effectiveness. These trials involve a control group 

which is given a placebo. 

 phase 2 trial (noun) – In the phase 2 trial, the 

vaccine is given to hundreds of people so scientists 

can learn more about its safety and correct 

dosage. 

 phase 1 trial (noun) – In phase 1 trial of clinical 

testing, the vaccine is given to a small group of 

people to determine whether it is safe and to 

learn more about the immune response it 

provokes. 

 human trial (noun) – a type of research that 

studies new tests and treatments and evaluates 

their effects on human health outcomes; clinical 

trial. 

 volunteer (noun) – participant. 

 arm (noun) – branch, sector, division. 

 foundation (noun) – basis, cornerstone, core. 

 evidence-based (adjective) – relating to a 

conscientious (thorough &careful), problem-

solving approach to clinical practice that 

incorporates the best evidence from well-designed 

studies, patient values and preferences, and a 

clinician’s expertise in making decisions about a 

patient’s care. 

 leading (adjective) – most important, main, 

essential. 

 candidate vaccine or vaccine candidate (noun) – a 

“potential” vaccine prepared in the research and 

development (R&D) centres and it can be used in 

human clinical trials. 

 candidate vaccine BNT162b2 (noun) – mRNA-

based vaccine candidate produced by Pfizer and 

BioNTech. 

 candidate vaccine mRNA-1273 (noun) – mRNA-

1273 is an an mRNA vaccine candidate which was 

co-developed by Moderna and investigators from 

NIAID’s Vaccine Research Center. 

 make public (phrase) – announce, communicate, 

make known, disseminate. 

 at least (phrase) – at the minimum. 

 go-ahead (noun) – approval, permission, consent, 

licence. 

 regulator (noun) – an association that supervises a 

particular business activity. 

 furnish (verb) – provide, give, make available. 



 

3 

 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (12th-JAN-2021) 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 recruit (verb) – enrol, employ, take on (as a 

volunteer for the vaccine trial). 

 attest (verb) – state, claim, affirm, announce, 

declare. 

 evoke (verb) – invoke, cause, give rise to, bring 

forth. 

 intervention (noun) – In medicine, a treatment, 

procedure, or other action taken to prevent or 

treat disease, or improve health in other ways. 

 convalescent (adjective) – recuperating, 

recovering, improving, getting better. 

 convalescent plasma therapy (noun) – it outlines 

the steps required to collect convalescent whole 

blood or plasma from COVID-19 disease recovered 

patients for transfusion to patients with early 

symptoms, as an empirical (observed) treatment 

modality (a particular method). 

 slew of (noun) – a large number of, lot, range. 

 idealized (adjective) – considered as better than in 

reality. 

 measurably (adverb) – appreciably, noticeably, 

significantly, visibly. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 dose (noun) – an amount/quantity of something. 

 dose (noun) – an amount/quantity of something. 

 pace (noun) – speed, rapidity, quickness. 

 potential (adjective) – possible. 

 pool (noun) – a group of people available for work 

(when needed as a resource). 

 much more (phrase) – a lot more. 

 mere (adjective) – minimal. 

 authorisation (noun) – approval, sanction, 

permission, consent, clearance. 

 hurry (verb) – hasten, rush, press on, push on. 

 mark (verb) – indicate, represent, signify, signalize. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 

achieve a more expansive set of political, 

economic, and security interests). 

 distrust (noun) – mistrust, suspicion, lack of trust. 

 in spite of (phrase) – despite, notwithstanding, 

regardless of. 

 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a vaccine to 

protect against a particular disease; immunization. 

 grave (adjective) – crucial/critical, important/ 

significant, serious. 

 neglect (verb) – disregard, ignore, pay no 

attention to. 

 peril (noun) – dangers, difficulties, risks. 

*************************************************************************************** 

A TORTUOUS RECOVERY: ON RECORD GST INFLOWS 
Record GST inflows in December augur well, but the economy is still in a flux 

 For a fiscally strapped government, scrambling to arrest the economy’s recessionary decline, the GST 
collections in the last month of 2020, of over ₹1.15 lakh crore, come as welcome tidings. With revenue receipts 
at just 40% of the Budget target in the first eight months of 2020-21, the government would hope that 
December’s indirect tax inflow, the highest since the indirect tax regime’s launch in July 2017, shall sustain 
over the last quarter of the year. GST inflows have now stayed above ₹1-lakh crore for three months in a row, 
averaging ₹1.05-lakh crore through October and November, before the December spike. After two quarters of 
a sharp shrinkage in the economy following the COVID-19 lockdown last March, this also infuses hope that the 
third quarter might see India’s headline growth rate resurfacing from subterranean depths. The Finance 
Ministry has stressed that the 12% year-on-year buoyancy in GST’s December kitty, the highest growth rate 
recorded in 21 months, reflects ‘rapid post-pandemic economic recovery’, bolstered by improvements in 
compliance following a recent crackdown on indirect tax evaders. It is important to discern how much of an 
impact stricter oversight and better compliance had on these revenues so as to distil what came from normal 
economic activity in November, which is what December revenues largely account for. Moreover, November 
included the fag end of India’s festive season so the numbers may moderate in the months to come, even 
though growth rates may stay high due to a low base effect as it gets close to a year after the lockdown. 
 But new GST rules, effective January 1, are expected to tighten GST compliance further so that part of 
the revenue booster should persist. Second, the GST on imports grew a robust 27% in November, even though 
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overall merchandise imports contracted 13.33%. With December recording a 7.6% surge in imports, growing 
for the first time since February 2020, GST on imports should rise further in the coming month. Similarly, car 
sales surged for the fifth month in a row in December, which should not only boost the GST receipts in January 
but also bring in precious compensation cess. Whatever trajectory revenues take from here, pain points persist 
and some key niggling issues seem to be aggravating further. Core sectors recorded yet another contraction in 
November, with cement and steel slipping back after a minor uptick. New investments in the October to 
December 2020 quarter declined a whopping 88% from a year ago, as per the Centre for Monitoring Indian 
Economy (CMIE). Employment levels declined significantly in October, followed by almost 35 lakh job losses in 
November and continue to deteriorate through December, CMIE reckons. The Centre needs to address some 
of these challenges — in the coming Union Budget or outside — to recover lost ground faster. 
 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 tortuous (adjective) – complicated, complex, 

indirect, lengthy. 

 inflow (noun) – a flow of a large amount of 

something (e.g. money) to a particular place. 

 augur well (verb) – bode, indicate, portend (a 

good outcome). 

 flux (noun) – instability, unsteadiness, 

unpredictability. 

 fiscally (adverb) – financially. 

 strapped (adjective) – impoverished, deprived, 

penurious, poverty-stricken. 

 scramble (verb) – struggle, hurry/hasten, rush (to 

do something to achieve a goal/result). 

 arrest (verb) – stop, halt, end, prevent, restrict. 

 recessionary (adjective) – relating to a period of 

temporary economic downturn. 

 tidings (noun) – news, information, reports. 

 receipts (noun) – proceeds, money received, 

payment received, turnover. 

 sustain (verb) – continue,  carry on, keep up, 

prolong, retain, extend. 

 quarter (noun) – a period of three months 

(considered as one-fourth of a year). 

 spike (noun) – a sharp rise/increase of something. 

 shrinkage (noun) – reduction, lessening, lowering, 

drop, decline. 

 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol 

implemented by the authorities that prevents 

people from leaving from a place; An extended 

state of confinement/encirclement/isolation of a 

person by the authority. 

 infuse (verb) – add, impart, introduce. 

 headline (Inflation) (noun) – a measure of the 

total inflation within an economy, including 

commodities such as food and energy prices (e.g., 

oil and gas), which tend to be much more volatile 

and prone to inflationary spikes. 

 inflation (noun) – simply meaning “cost of living”; 

the increase in the price level of goods & services 

and vice versa decrease of currency value. 

 resurface (verb) – come out, arise again. 

 subterranean (adjective) – lower, lower-level, 

below ground. 

 stress (verb) – emphasize, draw attention to, 

highlight, underline, underscore. 

 year-on-year (adjective) – year over year (for 

comparison). 

 buoyancy (noun) – vigour/strength, high level of 

activity, growth. 

 kitty (noun) – a sum of something (money/things) 

made up of small contributions; funds, reserves, 

finances, resources, wealth. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 

disease; The illness spreads around the world and 

typically affects a large number of people across a 

wide area. 

 bolster (verb) – strengthen, support, boost, 

reinforce/buttress. 

 compliance (noun) – conformity, observation, 

adherence. 

 crackdown (noun) – getting tough, severe/stern 

measures, restriction, suppression/repression, 

clampdown. 
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 tax evader (noun)  – a person who illegally avoids 

paying tax. 

 discern (verb) – come to know, find out, 

realize/recognize, understand. 

 oversight (noun) – supervision, surveillance, 

control. 

 so as to (phrase) – in order to. 

 distil (verb) – extract, draw out, take out (most 

important aspects of). 

 account for (phrasal verb) – constitute, comprise, 

represent. 

 moreover (adverb) – besides, furthermore, in 

addition. 

 fag end (noun) –  end, last part, leftover, 

remnants, remains, remainder. 

 moderate (verb) – decrease, contract, reduce, 

lessen. 

 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, by virtue 

of. 

 base effect (noun) – (in economics) the tendency 

of a small absolute change from a low initial 

amount to be translated into a large percentage 

change. (or) The contribution to changes in the 

annual rate of inflation from unusual or extreme 

changes in the price index (or sub-index) during 

the base period, i.e. the period that is used as the 

basis for the calculation of annual rates. 

 tighten (verb) – make stricter, make more 

rigorous, make more stringent, stiffen, toughen. 

 persist (verb) – continue, carry on, keep going. 

 robust (adjective) – strong. 

 merchandise (mass noun) – goods, commodities, 

produce. 

 contract (verb) – decline, decrease, diminish, 

reduce. 

 surge (noun) – sudden increase, rise, growth. 

 surge (verb) – increase suddenly, escalate, 

rise/grow. 

 bring in (phrasal verb) – introduce, cause, bring 

about, create. 

 cess (noun) – a form of tax charged/levied over 

and above the base tax liability of a taxpayer. A 

cess is usually imposed additionally when the state 

or the central government looks to raise funds for 

specific purposes. 

 trajectory (noun) – track/course, route, path, 

direction, approach. 

 pain point (noun) – pain spot; a continuing/ 

persistent problem. 

 niggling (adjective) – annoying, worrying 

continuously for a long period of time. 

 aggravate (verb) – make worse, worsen, 

exacerbate, compound, increase/intensify. 

 core sector (noun) – the eight industries 

comprising electricity, steel, refinery products, 

crude oil, coal, cement, natural gas, and fertilizers 

are classified as core sector industries. 

 contraction (noun) – In economics, it refers to a 

decline in national output as measured by gross 

domestic product. 

 slip (verb) – slump, tumble, decline. 

 uptick (noun) – a small increase or upward trend. 

 whopping (adjective) – huge, massive, very large. 

 Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) 

(noun) – it is a leading business information 

company. It was established in 1976, primarily as 

an independent think tank. CMIE produces 

economic and business databases and develops 

specialised analytical tools to deliver these to its 

customers for decision making and for research. 

 deteriorate (verb) – decline, degenerate, degrade, 

worsen. 

 reckon (verb) – consider, regard, view. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 

sort out. 

 lose ground (phrase) – retreat or lose (a 

commanding position/advantage) to become less 

popular. 

 


