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ENDING THE DEADLOCK: ON FARMERS, REFORMS AND STAKEHOLDERS 
Reforms, however necessary, cannot be done without consultations with all stakeholders 

 Farmers protesting against three agriculture reform laws, and on related issues, have reached a partial 
agreement with the Centre on Wednesday, but the main points of contention remain unresolved. The 
government has agreed to not penalise farmers for stubble burning and to safeguard power subsidies. Farmers 
have decided to continue the agitation until the three laws are repealed and their demand for a legal 
guarantee for MSPs for farm produce is met. Farmer leaders will meet with Central Ministers again on January 
4. Flexibility by farmers and a reconciliatory approach by the government led to the partial agreement, but the 
core concerns regarding the laws and MSP are not amenable to easy resolution. The government has 
continued to propagate the laws — the Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) 
Act, Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Act, and the 
Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act — as measures that will enhance agriculture incomes. The Centre is 
so sure of the promise of these reforms that it did not even attempt to build a political consensus around them 
beforehand. Subsidised power and lopsided incentive structures have built cropping patterns that are no 
longer sustainable. Large sections of farmers meanwhile continue to languish in debt and fear. Farmer 
concerns are not uniform across India. 
 The ongoing agitation is being spearheaded by farmers from Punjab and Haryana, who have been big 
beneficiaries of government procurement. The current agitation, its apparent energy and resolve 
notwithstanding, is geographically and programmatically limited. It now faces the risk of losing steam or 
spinning out of control. At least some groups that are part of the agitation currently might favour more 
flexibility. The government is reluctant to agree to a legal guarantee of MSP because the demand is unrelated 
to the laws. The government is also hoping to tire out the agitators. Finding a way out will be better for both 
sides. Though a completely satisfactory resolution of all issues raised by the farmers is not possible 
immediately, the government must reassure them that honest efforts will continue to address them even if 
the protests are formally ended for now. Reforms are necessary to ensure that India has a productive, 
sustainable and remunerative agriculture sector. While all stakeholders appear to agree on this principle, they 
diverge on questions of detail. The reports of the National Commission on Farmers, chaired by Prof. M.S. 
Swaminathan, and other government committees have suggested solutions. The Centre must engage with the 
farmers, political parties and States on the economic and environmental issues at stake. That is the best route 
to effective reforms. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 
 deadlock (noun) – stalemate, impasse, 

checkmate/stand-off. 
 stakeholder (noun) – a person with an interest in 

something. 
 Farm Acts, 2000 (noun) – Farm Acts, 2000 refer to 

three agricultural bills passed by Indian Parliament 
in September 2020. The three acts are “The 
Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 (FPTC Act) 
allows farmers to sell their harvest outside the 
notified Agricultural Produce Market Committee 
(APMC) mandis without paying any State taxes or 
fees”, “the Farmers (Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and 
Farm Services Act, 2020 facilitates contract 
farming and direct marketing”, and “the Essential 
Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020 deregulates 

the production, storage, movement and sale of 
several major foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, 
edible oils and onion, except in the case of 
extraordinary circumstances”. 

 contention (noun) – disagreement, dispute, 
disputation, argument. 

 penalise (verb) – punish, discipline. 
 stubble (noun) – dried stalks, straw (of a grain like 

wheat, rice & etc). 
 safeguard (verb) – protect, shield, shelter, defend. 
 subsidy (noun) – also called as subvention; a 

financial contribution granted to help an industry 
or business, mostly given by a government, in 
order to keep the price of service/goods at a low 
level. 

 agitation (noun) – (public) protest. 
 repeal (verb) – revoke, invalidate, cancel, nullify. 
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 Minimum Support Price (MSP) (noun) – it is a 
form of market intervention by the Government of 
India to give guaranteed price and assured market 
to the farmers and protect them from the price 
fluctuations and market imperfections. The 
guaranteed price and assured market are 
expected to encourage higher investment and in 
adoption of modern farming practices. The MSP is 
meant to set a minimum level of prices below 
which prices do not fall, and is announced by the 
government for 23 commodities. It is the price at 
which the government ‘promises’ to buy from 
farmers if market prices fall below it. 

 produce (noun) – all agricultural products. 
 flexibility (noun) – adaptability, adjustability, 

willingness to compromise, accommodation. 
 reconciliatory (adjective) – placating, reuniting; 

restoring/reinstating (friendly relations). 
 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, call 

forth, give rise to. 
 regarding (preposition) – concerning, with 

regard/respect to, with reference to. 
 amenable to (adjective) – manageable, 

responsive, flexible, easily handled. 
 propagate (verb) – spread, disseminate, publicize, 

preach, promote. 
 Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce 

(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 (FPTC Act) 
(noun) – it allows farmers to sell their harvest 
outside the notified Agricultural Produce Market 
Committee (APMC) mandis without paying any 
State taxes or fees. 

 Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) 
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services 
Act (noun) – it facilitates contract farming and 
direct marketing. 

 the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 
2020 (noun) – it deregulates the production, 
storage, movement and sale of several major 
foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, edible oils 
and onion, except in the case of extraordinary 
circumstances. 

 measure (noun) – statute, act, bill, law, legislation;  
procedure, step/action, means, programme. 

 consensus (noun) – an idea or opinion that is 
shared by all the people in a group, agreement, 
concurrence. 

 beforehand (adverb) – in advance, ahead of time; 
earlier, previously. 

 remunerative (adjective) – profitable. 

 subsidised (adjective) – paid part of the cost of 
something (for example, food), so that it is 
available at a lower price. 

 subsidise (verb/noun) – support, finance, 
contribute to, provide finance for. (it generally 
means “pay part of the cost of something, so that 
it is available at a lower price”). 

 lopsided (adjective) – uneven, asymmetrical, 
unbalanced, one-sided. 

 incentive (structure) (noun) – stimulus (structure). 
 sustainable (adjective) – reasonable, sensible, well 

founded (without disturbing the balance of nature 
and then without exhausting all of natural 
resources). 

 languish (verb) – suffer, experience hardship; be 
abandoned, be neglected, be forgotten. 

 debt (noun) – liability, financial obligation, 
borrowed capital. 

 ongoing (adjective) – continuing, happening, 
occurring,  unending, unceasing, relentless. 

 spearhead (verb) – lead, head (an 
movement/protest); be in the forefront of. 

 beneficiary (noun) – recipient, receiver, assignee. 
 procurement (noun) – the action of 

procuring/purchasing something. 
 apparent (adjective) – evident/clear, visible, 

noticeable, recognizable. 
 resolve (noun) – determination, willpower, 

firmness, resolution, courage. 
 notwithstanding (conjunction) – although, in spite 

of the fact that, despite the fact that, even though. 
 geographically (adverb) – in terms of the region. 
 programmatically (adverb) – in a programmatic 

manner. (according to a program, schedule, or 
method). 

 limited (adjective) – little, restricted, bounded, 
constrained, inadequate, insufficient. 

 steam (noun) – energy, enthusiasm, momentum, 
impetus, strength. 

 spiral/spin out of control (phrase) – change/move 
in an uncontrolled way & quickly. 

 tire out (verb) – make someone tired, make 
someone fed up, make someone weary. 

 way out (noun) – a method of dealing with a 
problem; solution. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 
sort out. 

 sustainable (adjective) – acceptable, trustworthy, 
reliable, dependable. 

 diverge (verb) – differ, be different. 
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 National Commission on Farmers (NCF) (noun) – 
On November 18, 2004, the government of India 
formed the National Commission on Farmers 
(NCF), with MS Swaminathan as its chairman. The 
main aim of the commission was to come up with 

a system for sustainability in farming system and 
make it more profitable and cost competitive in 
farm commodities. 

 chair (verb) – lead, direct, control, manage. 
 at stake (phrase) – at issue, at risk; or in question. 

****************************************************************************************** 

A CONSTANT VIGIL: ON THE NEW CORONAVIRUS STRAIN IN INDIA 
Constant monitoring is the only way India can build up its defences against new virus strains 

 In less than a month, it will be a year since India confirmed its first SARS-CoV-2 case in Kerala. From 
then and now, India looks infinitely more prepared in terms of testing capacity, vaccine candidates in 
development, public awareness and the kaleidoscopic experiences of those who have been exposed to the 
virus. However, the report of the new variant from the U.K. and confirmed in at least 25 travellers from there 
puts India back at the base of a new learning curve. First reported to WHO on December 14, the SARS-CoV-2 
VUI 202012/01, or the ‘U.K. strain’, was detected only following an unexpected case spike in South East 
England. The U.K.’s consortium of labs periodically sequences 5%-10% of the entire genome of SARS-CoV-2 
isolates from the population. From October 5 to December 13, over 50% of isolates were identified as the 
variant strain in South East England. This variant has at least 14 significant mutations, which could affect 
healthy cells or worsen compromised immune systems. Studies show that the virus variant, while not linked 
yet to increasing mortality, is more transmissible than other variants, thus indirectly contributing to a higher 
death toll. Even though the world has only now woken up to this variant, it may have been circulating in the 
U.K. as early as October, and with people flying on the U.K.-India route, it is quite likely that this may have 
already caused its circulation in India. This puts the country right back to January and February when attention 
was trained towards possible carriers from China and SE Asia, when it was travellers from West Asia and 
Europe who led to the case explosion after March. Then, India was just about figuring out how to mass 
produce and, more importantly, distribute RT-PCR kits and paraphernalia required for detection. Now, Indian 
scientists have to grapple with a new beast called mass genomic surveillance. For some years now, India has 
had genome sequencing machines and the personnel to track and identify new variants. However, like in the 
early days of RT-PCR, there are not enough of them to sequence the 4%-5% of isolates in the population like 
what the U.K. does. India has genome sequenced around 5,000 isolates compared to the U.K.’s 137,000. 
 That India has formed a consortium of leading genomics labs to make genome surveillance a routine 
continuous exercise is to be welcomed. With 2021 likely to be the year of the vaccine, with a rollout at an 
unprecedented scale, scientists have already warned that it is possible that some virus strains, or escape 
mutants, may change enough to evade the vaccine’s immune response — as observed in the case of hepatitis 
B. Therefore, continuous monitoring and developing suitable detection kits are the only way India can shore up 
its defences against this pandemic and those of the future. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 
 constant (adjective) – continuous, persistent, 

round-the-clock. 
 vigil (noun) – vigilance, surveillance, close watch, 

monitoring. 
 strain (noun) – variety, kind, type; variant, mutant. 
 build up (phrasal verb) – strengthen, 

increase/raise, intensify, enhance. 
 infinitely (adverb) – to a very great degree/extent; 

immensely. 
 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 

regarding/concerning, in connection with. 

 candidate vaccine or vaccine candidate (noun) – a 
“potential” vaccine prepared in the research and 
development (R&D) centres and it can be used in 
human clinical trials. 

 kaleidoscopic (adjective) – multifaceted; diverse, 
many, numerous, various. 

 expose (verb) – be subjected to something 
(infectious agents & others). 

 variant (noun) – different or form or version or 
mutant of something (virus). 

 put back (phrasal verb) – replace, return to its 
place. 
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 learning curve (noun) – it shows that if a person 
performs similar task again and again, then after a 
period of time there will be an improvement in 
his/her performance; the rate at which you learn 
something. 

 SARS-CoV-2 VUI-202012/01 or the “U.K. strain” 
(noun) – On 14 December 2020, authorities of the 
United Kingdom (UK) reported to WHO that a new 
SARS-CoV-2 variant was identified through viral 
genomic sequencing. This variant is referred to as 
SARS-CoV-2 VUI 202012/01 (Variant Under 
Investigation, year 2020, month 12, variant 01). It 
has 23 mutations in all. 

 spike (noun) – a sharp rise/increase of something. 
 consortium (noun) – association, alliance, union, 

partnership. Consortia is a plural form of 
consortium. 

 COVID-19 Genomics UK (COG-UK) consortium 
(noun) – The (COG-UK) consortium has been 
created to deliver large-scale and rapid whole-
genome virus sequencing to local publicly-funded 
healthcare centres (National Health Service, NHS) 
and the UK government. 

 periodically (adverb) – at regular intervals. 
 sequence (verb) – determine the complete order 

of compounds/building blocks (nucleotides) of 
nucleic acids, such as RNA or DNA. 

 genome (noun) – the genetic material (a complete 
set of DNA, including all of its genes) of an 
organism. The sum total of the genetic material of 
a cell or an organism. 

 genome sequence (noun) – a process that 
determines the order, or sequence, of the DNA 
(nucleotides i.e., A, C, G and U) in each of the 
genes present in the virus’s genome. 

 mutation (noun) – a significant and basic 
“alteration/variation” in the DNA sequence. 

 compromised (adjective) – undermined, 
weakened, damaged. 

 mortality (noun) – (in a particular time/for a 
cause) the rate/number of death. 

 toll (noun) – number, count, sum total (of 
deaths/casualties). 

 wake up to (phrasal verb) – realize, become aware 
of, become heedful of. 

 circulation (noun) – spreading, transmission. 
 train (verb) – aim, point, direct. 
 carrier (noun) – an aircraft carrier. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, call 
forth, give rise to. 

 explosion (noun) – surge, outburst, flare-up, 
outbreak, eruption. 

 figure out (phrasal verb) – understand, 
comprehend, work out, find an answer/solution 
to. 

 RT-PCR testing (noun) – Reverse Transcription 
Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) Testing; it is 
one of the most accurate laboratory methods for 
detecting, tracking, and studying the coronavirus. 
It is a nuclear-derived method for detecting the 
presence of specific genetic material from any 
pathogen, including a virus. (pathogen is a 
bacteria/virus that causes disease). 

 paraphernalia (noun) – equipment, tools, 
materials, accessories. 

 grapple with (verb) – tackle, confront, deal with, 
cope with. 

 beast (noun) – unpleasant thing. 
 genomics (noun) – an interdisciplinary field of 

biology focusing on the structure, function, 
evolution, mapping, and editing of genomes. A 
genome is an organism’s complete set of DNA, 
including all of its genes. 

 surveillance (noun) – close observation, scrutiny, 
monitoring (of the occurrence of a virus outbreak). 

 personnel (noun) – staff, employees, workforce. 
 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 
 rollout (noun) – official launch/introduction. 
 unprecedented (adjective) – not done or 

experienced before. 
 scale (noun) – extent, size, magnitude. 
 evade (verb) – avoid, dodge, elude, escape. 
 immune (adjective) – resistant (from the effects of 

something). 
 Hepatitis B virus (HBV) (noun) – the hepatitis B 

virus (HBV) is a bloodborne virus, causes a liver 
disease (Hepatitis B). It can cause chronic infection 
and puts people at high risk of death from 
cirrhosis and liver cancer. Hepatitis B is 
considerably more common and causes more 
liver-related cancer and death worldwide than 
hepatitis C. The hepatitis B virus is also 
approximately 5-10 times more infectious than 
hepatitis C, and far more stable. 

 shore up (phrasal verb) – support, assist, prop up. 
 


