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GAPS IN LEARNING: ON RURAL STUDENTS AND THE PANDEMIC 
Students can still learn during the pandemic, if they get textbooks and resources 

 In a year of severe disruption for schools caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, students in rural areas 

have received only marginal assistance in the form of structured learning materials from teachers, and have 

had to rely more on parents and siblings to study at home. This unsettling finding by the Annual Status of 

Education Report 2020 should prompt the Centre and the State governments to plan remedial measures for 

the future, when it will be safe again for students to return to the classroom. In the interim, they must work 

with schools to make remote learning possible. The ASER 2020 survey covering 26 States and four Union 

Territories has come up with striking findings, including one of a shift in enrolments from private schools to 

government institutions, of about five percentage points over 2018, ranging from class one to higher 

secondary levels. Also, with the suspension of physical classes since the lockdown in March, there is a marked 

rise in students not being enrolled, either because they dropped out, or because it was not possible to get 

admitted. It must also concern governments that the digital divide stands out starkly once again: the survey 

found 43.6% of students in government schools without access to a smartphone, while 67.3% of those who 

received learning materials in these institutions got them over WhatsApp, underscoring the role played by 

gadgets and connectivity. On the other hand, only half the children got help with studies at home, a third got 

materials from teachers, and nearly 60% used textbooks. 

 

 The ASER survey provides data that could facilitate intervention by the education system in some 

respects, even if, going forward, schools opt for a hybrid solution of partial reopening and online learning. 

Expanding availability of textbooks to all, including those who dropped out or are waiting to be formally 

admitted, will help parents and siblings aid learning. Bridging the divide on educational aids, now including 

smartphones, will enable transmission of learning materials, and personal tutorial sessions. Beyond these 

basics, however, the education system could creatively use opportunities during the current year to broaden 

learning. Students could use the safety of the open countryside to learn, under guidance from teachers, a host 

of topics by doing things themselves. This is particularly feasible for lower classes, where observational 

learning creates a strong foundation. Educational video, which has helped thousands, can advance learning 

even beyond the pandemic, using talented teacher-communicators. States such as Tamil Nadu and Kerala have 

already hosted curriculum-based video lessons on the Internet, after beaming them on television. It will take 

out-of-the-box thinking during the pandemic to come up with interventions that are a substitute for traditional 

methods and prevent 2020 becoming a zero year, as parents everywhere remain wary of sending children to 

school. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 disruption (noun) – disturbance, interruption, 

suspension, obstruction. 

 marginal (adjective) – small, minor, 

insignificant. 

 sibling (noun) – brother or sister. 

 structured (adjective) – arranged, organized,  

ordered (to a plan). 

 rely on (phrasal verb) – depend on; resort 

to, have recourse to. 

 unsettling (adjective) – disturbing, upsetting, 

distressing. 

 finding (noun) – conclusion, result. 

https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-20-of-rural-school-children-had-no-textbooks-due-to-covid-19-impact-finds-aser-survey/article32966299.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-20-of-rural-school-children-had-no-textbooks-due-to-covid-19-impact-finds-aser-survey/article32966299.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-20-of-rural-school-children-had-no-textbooks-due-to-covid-19-impact-finds-aser-survey/article32966299.ece
http://img.asercentre.org/docs/ASER%202020/ASER%202020%20REPORT/aser2020fullreport.pdf
http://img.asercentre.org/docs/ASER%202020/ASER%202020%20REPORT/aser2020fullreport.pdf
http://img.asercentre.org/docs/ASER%202020/ASER%202020%20REPORT/aser2020fullreport.pdf
https://www.lexico.com/definition/pandemic
https://www.lexico.com/definition/disruption
https://www.lexico.com/synonym/marginal
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/sibling?q=Sibling
https://www.lexico.com/definition/structure
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/rely
https://www.lexico.com/definition/unsettling
https://www.lexico.com/definition/finding
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 Annual Status of Education Report 

(ASER) (noun) – This is an annual survey that 

aims to provide reliable estimates of children’s 

enrolment and basic learning levels for each 

district and state in India. ASER has been 

conducted every year since 2005 in all rural 

districts of India. It is the largest citizen-led 

survey in India. It is also the only annual source 

of information on children’s learning outcomes 

available in India today. 

 prompt (verb) – give rise to, bring about, cause, 

trigger. 

 remedial (adjective) – corrective, restorative, 

reparative. 

 measure (noun) – course of action, action, step, 

procedure. 

 interim (noun) – meantime, meanwhile, 

intervening time, interval. 

 come up with (phrasal verb) – produce, put 

forward, present/submit. 

 striking (adjective) – unmistakable, distinctive, 

strong. 

 enrolment (noun) – the act of enrolling/ 

joining at an institution (school or college). 

 percentage point (noun) – the difference 

between two percentages is termed 

as percentage point. (for example: “Interest 

Rates Jump From 10% to 12%”. In this case, the 

interest rate increased by “2 percentage points” 

or you can say that the interest rate is increased 

by 20%). 

 suspension (noun) – interruption, stoppage, 

termination. 

 lockdown (noun) – an emergency protocol 

implemented by the authorities that prevents 

people from leaving from a place; An extended 

state of confinement/encirclement/isolation of 

a person by the authority. 

 marked (adjective) – noticeable, distinct, 

striking, clear. 

 drop out (phrasal verb) – withdraw from, give 

up, cancel. 

 digital divide (noun) – the gap between the 

people who access computer/the internet and 

those who don’t access them. 

 stand out (phrasal verb) – be noticeable, be 

visible, be obvious. 

 starkly (adverb) – clearly, distinctly, strikingly; 

completely. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 facilitate (verb) – make easy, make possible; 

 assist, help/aid. 

 intervention (noun) – the process of intervening 

in something; involvement, interference. 

 respect (noun) – aspect, particular, point, way. 

 going forward (phrase) – in the future. 

 opt (verb) – choose, select, pick, decide on, go 

for. 

 hybrid (adjective) – composed/combined of 

different elements. 

 bridge (verb) – make a difference smaller; join, 

link, connect, unite. 

 aid (noun) – help, assistance, support. 

 enable (verb) – allow, permit, give permission 

to. 

 transmission (noun) – broadcasting, telecasting, 

televising, airing. 

 broaden (verb) – expand, enlarge, extend. 

 a host of (noun) – lot, large number, great 

quantity. 

 feasible (adjective) – practicable, viable, 

 realistic. 

 advance (verb) – promote, support, further, 

forward. 

 host (verb) – present, provide, give. 

 curriculum (noun) – syllabus, course of 

studies, subjects. (curricula is the plural form 

of curriculum). 

 beam (verb) – broadcast, transmit, transmit, 

disseminate, show. 

 out-of-the-box (adjective) – creative, 

innovative, unconventional, out of the ordinary. 

 substitute (noun) – alternative, replacement. 

https://www.lexico.com/definition/prompt
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/remedial
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/measure
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/interim
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/come_up_with
https://www.lexico.com/definition/striking
https://www.lexico.com/definition/enrolment
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/percentage_point
https://www.lexico.com/definition/suspension
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/lockdown
https://www.lexico.com/definition/marked
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/drop
https://www.lexico.com/definition/digital_divide
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/stand_out
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/starkly
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/underscore
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/facilitate
https://www.lexico.com/definition/intervention
https://www.lexico.com/definition/respect
https://www.lexico.com/definition/opt
https://www.lexico.com/definition/hybrid
https://www.lexico.com/definition/bridge
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/aid
https://www.lexico.com/definition/enable
https://www.lexico.com/definition/transmission
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/broaden
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/host
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/feasible
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/advance
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/host
https://www.lexico.com/definition/curriculum
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/beam
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/think_outside_(or_out_of)_the_box
https://www.lexico.com/definition/substitute
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 zero (academic) year (noun) – a zero academic 

year is one during which no academic activities 

are conducted, including exams and classes. 

 wary (adjective) – cautious, careful, 

circumspect. 

****************************************************************************************** 

SCIENCE OF MONSOONS: ON NEED FOR BETTER FORECAST 
India needs better science to prepare more effective disaster management plans 

 The southwest monsoon 2020 has officially drawn to an end with the India Meteorological Department 

(IMD) declaring a withdrawal of the associated winds and rainfall pattern from India on Wednesday. The over 

8% surplus this year has surpassed the IMD’s estimates. For the first time since 2010, India got more than 

100% of its long period average (LPA) of 88 cm in consecutive years. Last year the country saw record rainfall 

of 110% of the LPA, the highest in a quarter century. India has never got over 105% of the LPA in consecutive 

years in at least 30 years, according to records available since 1988 on the IMD website. Meteorologists often 

speak of two or three decade ‘epochs’ of rainfall variation. Since 2000, India was in a low patch with several 

drought years and had barely a handful of above normal or excess rainfall. In that light, the two years of a 

munificent monsoon could signal a possible return to a rainy epoch. While it could mean more rain, it also 

implies floods, overflowing dams, landslides and loss of lives. Moreover, surplus rains are not evenly 

distributed in time and space. Therefore, much like there are attempts to improve flood forecast warnings — 

especially the short-term ones — there ought to be commensurate efforts by authorities and infrastructure 

agencies to prepare for the environmental and ecological impact of excess rain. This year the IMD undertook a 

long-due revision of the onset and withdrawal dates of the monsoon in India. By this reckoning, the monsoon’s 

normal withdrawal date was October 15. Historically, this has always been a statistical average and the actual 

withdrawal is usually within a few days of this. However, this year the withdrawal has been extremely delayed. 

Factoring in these changes must become a key part of a State and city’s disaster management preparedness. 

 

 The southwest monsoon’s withdrawal also heralds the advent of north-easterly winds that bring in the 

northeast monsoon to parts of peninsular Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. While significant to the agriculture 

there, the northeast monsoon contributes 10%-12% of India’s annual rainfall, against the southwest 

monsoon’s 75%-80%. That, and its limited geographic spread has meant that the northeast monsoon is not 

showered with as much research attention. However, studies show that northeast monsoon rainfall displays 

significant variation and climate models are fairly inaccurate in their forecasts of its unfolding over the 

subcontinent. There have been significant investments in super computing infrastructure to simulate weather 

as well as to tune forecasts to go beyond just giving rainfall estimates and factor in the potential damage of 

floods and cyclones. Building on these, scientists must also put in more effort and design research programmes 

that better analyse the vagaries of the northeast monsoon. Along with more understanding of how climate is 

changing locally, India needs better science to prepare more effective disaster management plans and improve 

resilience in a warming world. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 

 

 forecast (noun) – prediction, indication, 

projection, prognosis, speculation, calculation 

(of future events or trends). 

 draw to an end (phrase) – finish, terminate, 

close, end. 

https://www.lexico.com/synonym/wary
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/southwest-monsoon-ends-with-over-8-surplus/article32735176.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/southwest-monsoon-ends-with-over-8-surplus/article32735176.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/southwest-monsoon-ends-with-over-8-surplus/article32735176.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/monsoon-excess-eludes-imds-models/article29577415.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/monsoon-excess-eludes-imds-models/article29577415.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/monsoon-excess-eludes-imds-models/article29577415.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/northeast-monsoon-arrives-over-tamil-nadu/article32962980.ece
https://www.lexico.com/definition/forecast
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 meteorological (adjective) – relating to the 

branch of science that deals with phenomena 

(events) of the atmosphere or weather. 

 withdrawal (noun) – retreat, departure, 

ending, stopping (of monsoon). 

 associated (adjective) – connected, related, 

corresponding. 

 surplus (noun) – excess. 

 surpass (verb) – be greater than, exceed, 

outdo/eclipse. 

 long period average (LPA) (noun) – LPA is the 

average rainfall received by the country as a 

whole during the south-west monsoon, for a 50-

year period. The current LPA is 88 cm, based on 

the average rainfall over years 1951 and 2000. 

 consecutive (adjective) – successive,  

continuous. 

 meteorologist (noun) – weatherman, weather 

forecaster. 

 speak of (phrasal verb) – mention, talk about, 

refer to. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 epoch (noun) – era, period, time. 

 drought (noun) – shortage, scarcity, deficiency. 

 handful (adjective) – few, one or two, a small 

number. 

 In that light (phrase) – in view of that; in 

consideration of that. 

 munificent (adjective) – generous, bountiful, 

liberal, open/big-handed. 

 imply (verb) – say indirectly, suggest, indicate. 

 landslide (noun) – mudslide, earthfall. 

 ought to (modal verb) – must, should. 

 commensurate (adjective) – equivalent, equal, 

corresponding, comparable, proportional. 

 long-due (adjective) – long-pending. 

 onset (noun) – start, beginning, arrival. 

 reckoning (noun) – opinion, view, estimation. 

 factor in (phrasal verb) – take into account, take 

into consideration, consider, regard. 

 preparedness (noun) – readiness. 

 herald (verb) – publicize, declare, make public, 

announce, usher in. 

 advent (noun) – arrival, appearance, 

emergence. 

 bring in (phrasal verb) – cause, bring about, 

create, produce. 

 peninsular (adjective) – describing a part of land 

surrounded by water on its three sides, but 

connected to the mainland. 

 shower with (verb) – provide (a number of 

things) all at once towards something. 

 unfolding (noun) – developing, 

growing, emerging, transpiring. 

 simulate (verb) – produce a computer model (of 

weather). 

 tune (verb) – attune, adapt, adjust, fine-tune. 

 go beyond (phrasal verb) – to go past 

something, to do more than required. 

 build on/upon (phrasal verb) – use something 

as a basis/base for; be based on, rely on, turn 

to, trust in. 

 vagary (noun) – peculiarity, oddity, eccentricity, 

unpredictability. 

 resilience (noun) – strength, toughness; the 

capacity to recover quickly from difficulties. 

 

https://www.lexico.com/definition/meteorological
https://www.lexico.com/definition/withdrawal
https://www.lexico.com/definition/associated
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/surplus
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/surpass
https://www.lexico.com/definition/consecutive
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/meteorologist
https://www.lexico.com/definition/speak_of
https://www.lexico.com/definition/decade
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/epoch
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/drought
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/handful
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/munificent
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/imply
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/landslide
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/ought#ought_Verb_100
https://www.lexico.com/synonym/commensurate
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/onset
https://www.lexico.com/definition/reckoning
https://www.lexico.com/definition/factor_in
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/preparedness
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/herald
https://www.lexico.com/definition/advent
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/bring
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/peninsular?q=Peninsular
https://www.lexico.com/definition/shower
https://www.lexico.com/definition/unfold
https://www.lexico.com/definition/simulate
https://www.lexico.com/definition/tune
https://www.lexico.com/definition/build
https://www.lexico.com/synonym/vagary
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/resilience

