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THE PRESIDENT WHO CALLED A SPADE A SPADE 
K.R. Narayanan was creative in upholding institutional obligations of an office and  

preserving the republic’s equilibrium 
 This October 27, K.R. Narayanan would have been 100 years old. But no one would perform any rites 
of remembrance. Another day and another time, Narayanan would have been showcased as a prime success 
story of an India that made one and all ‘meritorious’ Indians believe that they could find a place under the 
constitutional sun. A man from an ordinary, humble background could get inducted into the elite Indian 
Foreign Service — all that counted was his calibre and competence. He had no godfather or a clan to speak up 
for him. 
 

Example of an inclusive India 
 And that K.R. Narayanan would hear the call of public office, get elected to the Lok Sabha, become the 
Vice-President of India and preside over the Rajya Sabha, and, then, go on to occupy the Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
told the tale of a Nehruvian India where all that mattered was the requisite temperament and character. India 
could take pride that it was an open system, a democratic arrangement, and a society committed to an 
egalitarian social order — and was comfortable with excellence and accomplishment. 
 In the process, K.R. Narayanan became a prime example of an inclusive India. He had the distinction of 
being the first Dalit President of India. His elevation to the Rashtrapati Bhavan had more than a token 
significance; and, even though the new, aggressive Ambedkarites may not think much of him, his election as 
President did announce the arrival of a new social assertion. It needs to be kept in mind that he was the 
presidential choice of the United Front coalition, a political dispensation that sincerely believed that if India 
had to progress and become a great nation, then it must be a country for all Indians, from all strata, 
unimpeded with competitive parochialism. 
 In his long innings of public service, K.R. Narayanan conducted himself as a modern man, well-tutored 
in scientific temper; he became the first Indian public figure when as Vice-President, he shook hands with an 
HIV-infected person, whereas the self-proclaimed charismatic saviours were shying up making the gesture. He 
was urbane and cosmopolitan, at ease with the best and the brightest at home; he never felt over-awed and 
certainly never felt intimidated in the world’s chancelleries because of his immense faith in the nobility of the 
great democratic experiment under way in the country he represented. However, it was as the President that 
K.R. Narayanan repaid his debt to the republic. Circumstances demanded that he creatively explored the 
potential of the office; and, he turned out to be a responsible custodian of the Constitution. 
 

Reining in Governors 
 In the process he became the protector of constitutional morality, the most cherished republican 
virtue. Most gratifyingly, he twice used his position to rein in errant Governors, even though they had the 
ruling establishment’s patronage. 
 First, it was Romesh Bhandari at the Lucknow Raj Bhavan, who fell afoul of President Narayanan’s 
sense of constitutional fairness. Within months of taking over as the President, Narayanan stood up to the 
United Front political bosses and would not go along with the I.K. Gujral cabinet’s preference to invoke Article 
356 to get rid of the Kalyan Singh Government in Uttar Pradesh. In his memoirs, Matters of Discretion: An 
Autobiography, Gujral himself notes that the President firmly reminded him of the Bommai judgment and the 
Sarkaria Commission recommendations. It was the first time that a President had asked the Union Cabinet to 
reconsider a proposed constitutional act. 
 The second time President Narayanan ticked off a Governor’s conduct was in July 2001 when the Raj 
Bhavan in Chennai disappointingly remained a mute spectator as a former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, M. 
Karunanidhi (and two serving central Ministers) were roughed up by the Tamil Nadu police, at the behest of an 
extremely vindictive Chief Minister Jayalalitha. It was President Narayanan who suggested to Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee to demand a report from Tamil Nadu Governor M. Fathima Beevi. A presidential rebuke 
was implicit in the Rashtrapati Bhavan suggestion; soon, the Governor was recalled. 
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 In both these instances, the Governors had allowed the Raj Bhavan to be used to give respectability to 
shabby political calculations. Not on his presidential watch, insisted Narayanan. 
 

Speaking his mind 
 The Indian Constitution does not envisage the President of India to be a power centre, leave alone set 
himself up as a rival power centre (to the Prime Minister). Yet, there is always considerable wiggle room for a 
President to have his presence felt. 
 Once A.B. Vajpayee became the Prime Minister, the National Democratic Alliance bosses learnt to their 
discomfort that the man occupying the Rashtrapati Bhavan was no push-over. No wonder, L.K. Advani, in his 
memoirs, disparagingly called him an “activist president.” Perhaps, for good reason. 
 After its 1999 Lok Sabha victory, the BJP crowd thought that it had earned a licence to make 
amendments to the Constitution. There was even a commission to review the ‘working’ of the Constitution. 
K.R. Narayanan used the prestige and the pulpit of his office to warn the nation of inherent danger to the 
Constitution from small minds, strutting around with an over-inflated sense of self importance. 
 And, a few months later, K.R. Narayanan again made his presence felt during U.S. President Bill 
Clinton’s visit to India. At the Rashtrapati Bhavan banquet for the visiting American, President Narayanan 
horrified the ministerial posse by reminding everyone of non-alignment as an instrument of Indian foreign 
policy in pursuit of autonomy and independence. That was the time when the Vajpayee government was doing 
all it could to cosy up to the Americans. The ruling coterie was not amused; it thought the President had gone 
off the reservation. Yet, it was a battle that the ruling politicians lost in the face of a resolute presidential 
rectitude. 
 President Narayanan, also, had a sense of political moment. In 1999, when A.B. Vajpayee lost the vote 
of confidence by a solitary vote, and, when an alternative government had to be formed, he tried to nudge the 
non-BJP forces to suggest the possibility of the West Bengal Chief Minister, Jyoti Basu, becoming a prime 
ministerial choice. The upper caste Congress leaders, led by M.L. Fotedar and Pranab Mukherjee, were dead 
set against the idea of a ‘communist’ becoming prime minister. Had President Narayanan’s hint been taken up, 
there would have been no second term for A.B. Vajpayee, and there would have been no “Gujarat, 2002” and 
no Narendra Modi. 
 As the President, Narayanan was nobody’s man. A President need not be anybody’s man or woman. 
The Constitution thrives on a dynamic interlocking institutional balance; failure of one functionary to perform 
his or her dharma ends up injuring the health of the entire Republic. Narayanan demonstrated how it was 
possible to be brilliantly creative in upholding the institutional obligations of an office — and, preserve the 
republic’s equilibrium. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 call a spade a spade (phrase) – call/say something 

“as it is”; speak/say the truth directly/ 
straightforwardly  even if it is an embarrassing or 
unpleasant one). 

 obligation (noun) – duty, responsibility, 
commitment. 

 equilibrium (noun) – balance, symmetry, equality, 
evenness. 

 rite (noun) – ceremony, ritual, observance, 
 worship. 

 one and all (phrase) – everyone, each and every 
one, without exception. 

 meritorious (adjective) – commendable, 
admirable, praiseworthy, laudable, deserving. 

 a place in the sun (phrase) – a good, successful, 
advantageous or favourable position. 

 induct (verb) – admit to, allow into, introduce to, 
swear into (a post/position formally). 

 elite (noun) – high society people; the group of 
most powerful people in a society. 

 count (verb) – matter, enter into consideration, be 
significant. 

 calibre (noun) – quality, merit, distinction, 
character, excellence, worth. 

 competence (noun) – ability, expertise, skill, 
prowess, mastery, talent.  

 clan (noun) – group, faction, coterie, society. 
 speak up (phrase) – to express one’s opinion (in 

support/against someone/something) openly. 
 inclusive (adjective) – all-embracing, all-

inclusive, with everyone included, comprehensive. 
 call (noun) – demand, appeal, need, necessity. 

https://www.lexico.com/definition/call_a_spade_a_spade
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/obligation
https://www.lexico.com/definition/equilibrium
https://www.lexico.com/definition/rite
https://www.lexico.com/definition/one_and_all
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/meritorious
https://www.lexico.com/definition/a_place_in_the_sun
https://www.lexico.com/definition/induct
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/elite
https://www.lexico.com/definition/count
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/calibre
https://www.lexico.com/definition/competence
https://www.lexico.com/definition/clan
https://www.lexico.com/definition/speak_up
https://www.lexico.com/synonym/inclusive
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/call


 

3 

 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (25th -DEC-2020) 

 
.12.2018 
.2018 
 
.11.2018 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 preside over (verb) – be in charge of, be 
responsible for, manage/organize. 

 go on to (phrasal verb) – continue, proceed (to do 
something). 

 tale (noun) – story. 
 Nehruvian (adjective) – relating to the (political) 

ideologies/policies of Jawaharlal Nehru. 
 requisite (adjective) – necessary, required,  

essential. 
 temperament (noun) – disposition, nature, 

character, personality, spirit.  
 egalitarian (adjective) – common, equal, fair. 
 have the distinction of (phrase) – be different 

from others of a similar type (because of a 
great quality/achievement). 

 elevation (noun) – promotion, upgrading, 
advancement. 

 token (adjective) – symbolic, emblematic, 
indicative. 

 aggressive (adjective) – hostile, belligerent, 
bellicose, hawkish, combative. 

 Ambedkarites (noun) – followers of the philosophy 
of B. R. Ambedkar. 

 assertion (noun) – statement, declaration, 
 affirmation, contention. 

 bear/keep in mind (phrase) – take into account, 
be mindful, remember/consider. 

 dispensation (noun) – system, organization, 
arrangement. 

 strata plural form of stratum (noun) – level, class, 
echelon/rank. 

 unimpeded (adjective) – unrestricted, unblocked, 
 unlimited. 

 parochialism (noun) – narrow-mindedness, 
localism, provincialism. 

 conduct (verb) – behave, perform, act (in a 
specified way). 

 well-tutored (adjective) – fully instructed; 
properly  taught. 

 self-proclaimed (adjective) – self-confessed, 
declared, acknowledged, admitted. 

 charismatic (adjective) – strong in character,  
captivating, fascinating. 

 saviour (noun) – someone/something saving 
(people) from danger/difficulty; rescuer, liberator, 
deliverer. 

 shy (verb) – shy away, recoil, pull back, back away, 
draw back, withdraw. 

 gesture (noun) – action, deed, sign. 
 urbane (adjective) – courteous, polite, charming. 

 over-awe (verb) – discourage, intimidate, scare, 
frighten. 

 intimidate (verb) – frighten, scare, overawe. 
 chancellery (noun) – the position, office, or 

department of a chancellor. 
 nobility (noun) – virtue, goodness, honesty, 

decency, integrity. 
 under way (phrase) – going on, continuing, in 

progress. 
 repay one’s debt (phrase) – do something (a 

feeling of gratitude for a service) in return. 
 turn out (phrasal verb) – transpire,  emerge;  

happen. 
 custodian (noun) – curator, guardian;  caretaker/ 

protector. 
 rein in (phrasal verb) – restrict, control, limit, 

restrain. 
 constitutional morality (noun) – the principle of 

constitutional morality basically means to bow 
down to the norms of the Constitution and not to 
act in a manner which would become violative of 
the rule of law or reflectible of action in an 
arbitrary manner. 

 cherished (adjective) – revered, adored, admired/ 
esteemed. 

 virtue (noun) – integrity, propriety, goodness/ 
good point. 

 gratifyingly (adverb) – satisfactorily, acceptably, 
pleasingly. 

 errant (adjective) – erring, offending, law-
breaking. 

 patronage (noun) – support, backing, 
encouragement, advocacy. 

 establishment (noun) – the powers that be, the 
authorities, the system, the ruling class, the 
regime. 

 fall/run afoul of (phrase) – get into trouble, come 
into conflict with, go against (by not following 
rules/standards). 

 take over (phrasal verb) – assume control of, take 
control of, take charge of. 

 stand up to (phrasal verb) – defy, confront, 
challenge, oppose openly. 

 go along with (phrasal verb) – agree to, comply 
with, concur with, cooperate with. 

 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce. 
 get rid of (phrase) – remove, discard, eliminate, 

wipe out. 
 memoir (noun) – autobiography, life story, 

recollections/experiences. 

https://www.lexico.com/definition/preside
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/go_on
https://www.lexico.com/definition/tale
https://www.lexico.com/definition/requisite
https://www.lexico.com/definition/temperament
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/egalitarian?q=Egalitarian
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/distinction
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/elevation
https://www.lexico.com/definition/token
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/aggressive
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/assertion
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/bear_something_in_mind
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/dispensation
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/stratum
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/unimpeded
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/parochialism
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/conduct
https://www.lexico.com/definition/well-tutored
https://www.lexico.com/definition/self-proclaimed
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/charismatic
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/saviour
https://www.lexico.com/definition/shy
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/gesture
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/urbane
https://www.lexico.com/definition/overawe
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/intimidate
https://www.lexico.com/definition/chancellery
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/nobility
https://www.lexico.com/definition/under_way
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/turn
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/custodian
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/rein
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/cherish
https://www.lexico.com/definition/virtue
https://www.lexico.com/definition/gratifyingly
https://www.lexico.com/definition/errant
https://www.lexico.com/definition/patronage
https://www.lexico.com/definition/establishment
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/run_afoul_(or_foul)_of
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/take_over
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/stand_up_to
https://www.lexico.com/definition/go_along_with
https://www.lexico.com/definition/invoke
https://www.lexico.com/definition/get_rid_of
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/memoir
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 tick off (phrasal verb) – reprimand, rebuke, 
castigate, criticize, censure. 

 conduct (noun) – behaviour; handling, controlling,  
overseeing of an activity. 

 mute (adjective) – silent, uncommunicative, close-
mouthed. 

 spectator (noun) – onlooker, viewer, observer. 
 rough up (phrasal verb) – beat up, attack, assault 

someone physically. 
 behest (noun) – instruction, requirement, 

demand, wish/desire. 
 vindictive (adjective) – vengeful, revengeful, 

avenging/ unforgiving. 
 rebuke (noun) – criticism, censure, reproval. 
 implicit (adjective) – implied, indirect, understood 

inherent, inbuilt, underlying. 
 recall (verb) – officially order (someone) to 

return; call back, bring back. 
 shabby (adjective) – contemptible, shameful,  

unfair, unkind. 
 calculation (noun) – assessment, judgement. 
 watch (noun) – guard, vigil, observation, lookout; 

stint, turn. 
 speak one’s mind (phrase) – express one’s 

opinions/views directly/straightforwardly. 
 envisage (verb) – foresee, predict, forecast, 

anticipate, expect. 
 leave alone (phrase) – stop disturbing something, 

stop interfering with something. 
 set yourself up as something (phrasal verb) – to 

say that you are a particular type/kind of person. 
 wiggle room (noun) – freedom, scope 

/latitude, elbow room. 
 to have one’s presence felt (phrase) – to have a 

strong effect on other people/the situation. 
 discomfort (noun) – embarrassment, uneasiness, 

 trouble/problem, vexation, agitation. 
 push-over (noun) – weak-ling, unworthy/feeble 

opponent. 
 no wonder (phrase) – little wonder; it is not 

surprising. 
 disparagingly (adverb) – derogatorily, 

disrespectfully, dishonourably. 
 activist (adjective) – relating to a person who 

supports a political or societal change/cause. 
 perhaps (adverb) – maybe, possibly. 
 pulpit (noun) – stand, platform, stage. 

 inherent (adjective) – implicit, intrinsic, 
fundamental,  basic. 

 strut (verb) – walk stiffly; walk proudly. 
 over-inflated (adjective) – excessive. 
 banquet (noun) – dinner, elaborate 

meal/treat/dining. 
 horrify (verb) – shock, scare, frighten, appal. 
 posse (noun) – gang, band, group. 
 non-alignment (noun) – lack of alliance; lack of 

affiliation. 
 instrument (noun) – mechanism, apparatus, 

system, means (to achieve/attain something). 
 pursuit (noun) – quest for, search for. 
 autonomy (noun) – independence, freedom; self 

rule, self-determination. 
 cosy up to (phrasal verb) – try to be friendly to 

someone, usually with the intention of getting 
some benefit. 

 coterie (noun) – faction, set, sect, fellowship. 
 go off the reservation (phrase) – to act  outside 

 the   bounds/ limits of something (control/ 
propriety/  acceptance). 

 in the face of (phrase) – when confronted/faced 
with; despite, notwithstanding, regardless of. 

 resolute (adjective) – determined, firm, resolved, 
strong-minded. 

 rectitude (noun) – principle, moral virtue, 
morality, integrity. 

 confidence motion/trust vote (noun) – a 
confidence motion, or a vote of confidence, or a 
trust vote, is sought by the government in power 
on the floor of the House in order to prove the 
majority. 

 solitary (adjective) – single, lone, sole, only. 
 nudge (verb) – push, prod, encourage. 
 dead set against (phrase) – completely opposed 

to. 
 thrive on (phrasal verb) – to enjoy something, 

particularly one that other people find unpleasant; 
to be successful at something particularly one that 
other people find difficult. 

 dynamic (adjective) – active, powerful, strong, 
effective. 

 interlock (verb) – engage, interconnect, join. 
 functionary (noun) – official, administrator, office-

holder. 
 end up (phrasal verb) – come/appear, find oneself 

(to a particular course of action in the end). 
 
 

https://www.lexico.com/definition/tick
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/conduct
https://www.lexico.com/definition/mute
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/spectator
https://www.lexico.com/definition/rough
https://www.lexico.com/definition/behest
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/vindictive
https://www.lexico.com/definition/rebuke
https://www.lexico.com/definition/implicit
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/recall
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/shabby?q=shabby+
https://www.lexico.com/definition/calculation
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/watch
https://www.lexico.com/definition/speak
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/envisage
https://www.lexico.com/definition/leave_someone_or_something_alone
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/wiggle_room
https://www.lexico.com/definition/discomfort
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/pushover
https://www.lexico.com/definition/no_wonder
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/disparagingly
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/activist
https://www.lexico.com/definition/perhaps
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/pulpit
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/inherent
https://www.lexico.com/definition/strut
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/banquet
https://www.lexico.com/definition/horrify
https://www.lexico.com/definition/posse
https://www.lexico.com/definition/non-alignment
https://www.lexico.com/definition/instrument
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/pursuit
https://www.lexico.com/definition/autonomy
https://www.lexico.com/definition/cosy
https://www.lexico.com/definition/coterie
https://www.lexico.com/definition/in_the_face_of
https://www.lexico.com/definition/resolute
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/rectitude
https://www.lexico.com/definition/solitary
https://www.lexico.com/definition/nudge
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/dynamic
https://www.lexico.com/definition/interlock
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/functionary
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/end

