
 

1 

 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE 492 (15.12.2020) 

.12.2018 

.2018 
 
.11.2018 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

A CONSTITUTIONAL PICKLE OF THE ANDHRA KIND 
Checks and balances for politicians, bureaucrats and judges are a must 

as political mudslinging may smear the judiciary 
 The division of the larger State was a traumatic phase, and troubled times seem not to have left 

Andhra Pradesh’s people and institutions, caught as they are between warring chieftains Y.S. Jagan Mohan 

Reddy and N. Chandrababu Naidu. Of special concern now, however, is the latest controversy which threatens 

to suck in the Indian judiciary at its highest levels. This is embedded in the letter of October 6 written by the 

State Chief Minister, Jagan Mohan Reddy, to the Chief Justice of India (CJI), S.A. Bobde. 

 

Allegations against a judge 

 Historical movie buffs will recall an ancient war machine called the catapult. A huge arm was attached 

to a tall gibbet into which was put shredded nails or molten fire. As the arm swung back and then spun 

forward, it released its contents across a wide arc into the opposing castle. On landing, it did devastating 

damage. The king of the castle had to deal with it, and quickly, to contain the damage. The young Chief 

Minister’s letter evokes this parallel. Except that the target is not the city or the Court, it is one judge — but 

Justice N.V. Ramana is no ordinary judge; he is now the seniormost after the CJI, and is due to take over from 

him come April 2021, if the convention on seniority holds. 

 The Chief Minister’s letter begins with a reminder that the executive is an equal partner of the 

judiciary and the legislature in serving the people. It acknowledges the power of judicial review over acts of 

the other organs of State, and quickly swings this around to emphasise the consequent need for absolute 

judicial integrity. The arc thus traversed, the contents are offloaded, and they consist of damning allegations 

against Justice Ramana. 

 Reference is made to Justice Ramana’s proximity to former Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 

Chandrababu Naidu and the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) as Additional Advocate General, and we are reminded 

that former Supreme Court justice Justice J. Chelameshwar has commented adversely on their connection. 

That Justice Ramana has, through the State Chief Justice, influenced the selection of the roster and allotment 

of key portfolios to a few judges close to the TDP. 

 That important matters relating to State policy and TDP interests are posted before these judges and 

invariably orders adverse to the government are passed. 

 That even a decision of the Cabinet appointing a Special Investigating Team to investigate allegations 

of corruption against the previous TDP administration has been stayed by the High Court. 

 The letter makes mention of cases where the High Court has passed orders negating a slew of key 

decisions of the Jagan Mohan Reddy government in the last 18 months; presumably, these include shifting the 

capital out of Amaravati, resolution on the abolition of the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Council, and removal of 

State Election Commissioner N. Ramesh Kumar, etc. 

 

Gag order as a misstep 

 The Chief Minister’s missive makes specific and pointed reference to insider knowledge and purchase 

of large land transactions in Amaravati at old prices to make a killing when the development plans were 

unveiled. He mentions the involvement of D. Srinivas, previous Advocate General of the State and also makes 

reference to close relatives of Justice Ramana. It is not possible here to discuss the FIR filed by the government 

in this case owing to a most unusual order passed by the Chief Justice of the Andhra Pradesh High Court, 

Justice J.K. Maheshwari on September 15. In the face of Supreme Court precedents, Justice Maheshwari 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/kcr-is-first-cm-of-telangana/article6075743.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/elections/andhra-pradesh-assembly/jagan-complains-to-cji-against-supreme-court-judge/article32825111.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/stop-press-the-hindu-editorial-on-blanket-gag-order-against-the-media/article32623638.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/stop-press-the-hindu-editorial-on-blanket-gag-order-against-the-media/article32623638.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/stop-press-the-hindu-editorial-on-blanket-gag-order-against-the-media/article32623638.ece
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injuncted further investigation of the case. Crucially, he went one step further (and this may be the fatal 

misstep) and placed a gag order on the media from reporting the FIR. 

 Now, this goes against every tenet of freedom of speech, the right of the press to properly report on 

matters of public importance and our right as citizens to receive such reports, and the tenets of transparency 

and accountability of high constitutional office-holders in a democracy. Indeed, one would like the Andhra 

Chief Justice to explain to us what the crucial aspect of security of the State or integrity of the country involved 

in this case of alleged land grab through insider knowledge is that we the citizens should not know about it. It 

is galling in the extreme that a senior judge should think that after 70 years of constitutional freedom, we will 

meekly consent to have our mouths gagged and our ears clogged. Sadly, that gag order continues, contrary to 

expectation that the designated sentinel on the watch, the highest court, would order its immediate extinction 

on becoming aware of its existence. 

 

Onus is on the CJI 

 All eyes are now on the CJI to evolve a fair and transparent process which enables Justice Ramana to 

clear his name; brotherly absolution and Pandora’s boxes will cause damage to both man and institution. And 

here one may express an anxiety which is dogging us for quite some time about Chief Justices of India falling 

short of the standards of integrity and probity. The office of the CJI is the most august one — pater familas of 

the legal system, master of the roster, decisive say in appointment of the next generations of judges — it does 

not get more powerful. We deserve to get the best CJI we can get. 

 

Wanted, a watchdog 

 There is pushback against the Andhra Chief Minister, saying that he has levelled these allegations 

against Justice Ramana because Justice Ramana is speeding up cases of corruption against politicians, and Mr. 

Jagan Mohan has a slew of cases involving vast amounts of money pending against him. Let us also make it 

clear that the utmost priority should be given to all such cases; the way to good governance lies through 

punishment of the corrupt governors, and the more stringent and expeditious this is, the better. Indeed, one 

wishes for a Leadership Commission which would focus on the measures required to obtain and keep high 

levels of integrity from our leaders, and that includes not just politicians and bureaucrats, but also judges. And 

for good measure perhaps, we should also bestow thought on the office of a judicial ombudsman. 

 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 
 pickle (noun) – difficulty, trouble, crisis. 

 checks and balances (plural noun) – a system in 

which all departments of a government 

organization have right to amend/limit the 

powers of the other departments in order to 

avoid dominance of one department. 

 bureaucrat (noun) – a powerful officer,  

public/government servant, office-bearer, civil 

servant, functionary, mandarin. 

 judiciary (noun) – a branch of government in 

which judicial power is vested. 

 mud-slinging (noun) – an act of making malicious 

(nasty/hurtful) statements or comments, 

especially against a political opponent; character 

assassination, defamation, dirty politics. 

 smear (verb) – blacken, defame, damage, vilify, 

slander, libel (someone’s good name or 

reputation, particularly with untrue statements 

made public). 

 traumatic (adjective) – stressful, painful, 

distressing, disturbing. 

https://www.lexico.com/definition/pickle
https://www.lexico.com/definition/checks_and_balances
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/bureaucrat
https://www.lexico.com/definition/judiciary
https://www.lexico.com/definition/mud-slinging
https://www.lexico.com/synonym/smear
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/traumatic
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 warring (adjective) – opposing/conflicting, 

aggressive, hostile. 

 chieftain (noun) – leader, head, master. 

 suck in (phrasal verb) – to become involved in 

something. 

 embed (verb) – incorporate, include; insert/fix. 

 allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, 

indictment. 

 buff (noun) – enthusiast, fan, addict. 

 catapult (noun) – slingshot; a device that can 

throw objects at a high speed. 

 gibbet (noun) – a structure with a projecting arm 

at the top. 

 shredded (adjective) – relating to something 

cut/tear something into small pieces. 

 spin (verb) – rotate, turn round, go round, swing. 

 castle (noun) – fortress, fort, stronghold. 

 evoke (verb) – invoke, give rise to, bring forth, 

bring to mind. 

 parallel (adjective) – equivalent, similar, 

resembling. 

 convention (noun) – custom, practice, tradition. 

 hold (verb) – be the case, be in force, be in effect. 

 the executive (noun) – the executive is a branch 

of government which enforces the law as written 

by the legislature and interpreted by the judiciary. 

 the legislature (noun) – a deliberative body of 

persons, usually elective, who are empowered to 

make, change, or repeal the laws of a country or 

state. 

 acknowledge (verb) – admit, accept, realize. 

 organ (noun) – department. 

 swing (verb) – sway, oscillate, move back and 

forth. 

 emphasise (verb) – draw attention to, put stress 

on, underscore, highlight. 

 consequent (adjective) – subsequent, following, 

resultant, ensuing. 

 absolute (adjective) – complete, total, out-and-

out, outright. 

 integrity (noun) – honesty, uprightness, 

probity, fairness. 

 traverse (verb) – go across, cut across, pass over. 

 offload (verb) – transfer, shift, jettison/divest. 

 damning (adjective) – reproving, 

condemning; strong. 

 proximity (noun) – closeness, nearness, presence, 

adjacency (in relationship). 

 adversely (adverb) – unfavourably, 

disadvantageously, badly. 

 influence (verb) – affect, have an effect on, 

persuade. 

 roster (noun) – a list of the people of a 

team/organisation.  

 portfolio (noun) – position, duties. 

 invariably (adverb) – always, every time, each 

time. 

 adverse (adjective) – unfavourable, 

disadvantageous, bad. 

 Special Investigation Team (SIT) (noun) – a 

specialized team of officers in Indian law 

enforcement consisting of personnel trained 

to investigate serious crimes. 

 to make mention of (phrase) – to talk about, 

write about, or refer to (something briefly). 

 negate (verb) – make ineffective, cancel 

out invalidate, nullify. 

 slew of (noun) – a large number of, lot, range. 

 presumably (adverb) – probably, in all likelihood, 

undoubtedly. 

 gag order (noun) – gagging order; it is an order, 

typically a legal order by a court or government, 

restricting information or comment from being 

made public or passed onto any unauthorized 

third party. 

 misstep (noun) – mistake, blunder, false step. 

 missive (noun) – message, report, announcement. 

 insider (noun) – a member of any group of people 

of limited number and generally restricted access; 

member, staff member, employee. 

 insider knowledge (noun) – insider knowledge is 

seen as a source of practical information that is 

contrary to the standard or official advice, 

delivered in the form of tips from insiders. 

 make a killing (phrase) – gain, profit, be 

successful. 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/warring
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/chieftain
https://www.lexico.com/definition/suck
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/embed
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/allegation
https://www.lexico.com/definition/buff
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/catapult
https://www.lexico.com/definition/gibbet
https://www.lexico.com/definition/shredded
https://www.lexico.com/definition/spin
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/castle
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/evoke
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/parallel
https://www.lexico.com/definition/convention
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/hold
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/executive
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/legislature
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/acknowledge
https://www.lexico.com/definition/organ
https://www.lexico.com/definition/swing
https://www.lexico.com/synonym/emphasize
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/consequent
https://www.lexico.com/definition/absolute
https://www.lexico.com/definition/integrity
https://www.lexico.com/definition/traverse
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/offload
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/damning
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/proximity
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/adversely
https://www.lexico.com/definition/influence
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/roster
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/portfolio
https://www.lexico.com/definition/invariably
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/adverse
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/negate
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/slew#slew_Noun_400
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/presumably
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/gagging_order
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/misstep
https://www.lexico.com/definition/missive
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/insider
https://www.lexico.com/definition/make_a_killing
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 unveil (verb) – present, disclose, make public. 

 owing to (phrase) – because of, as a result of, on 

account of. 

 in the face of (phrase) – when confronted/faced 

with; despite, notwithstanding, regardless of. 

 precedent (noun) – model, exemplar, example, 

pattern; previous example/instance, prior 

instance. 

 injunct (verb) – order, direct, rule, instruct. 

 fatal (adjective) – deadly, lethal. 

 first information report (FIR) (noun) – a written 

document prepared by the police when they 

receive information about the commission of a 

cognizable offence. 

 tenet (noun) – principle, belief, doctrine/rule. 

 transparency (noun) – clarity, 

straightforwardness, openness, honesty, 

unambiguity. 

 accountability (noun) – responsibility, liability, 

answerability. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually. 

 alleged (adjective) – supposed, claimed, 

professed, purported. 

 land grab (noun) – a process of obtaining land 

unethically & self-seekingly (selfishly). 

 galling (adjective) – annoying, irritating, vexing. 

 meekly (adverb) – gently, softly/ humbly,  

submissively. 

 consent (verb) – agree to, assent to, allow, 

accept. 

 gag (verb) – prevent, silence, muzzle (someone 

from spreading news/information). 

 clog (verb) – fill up, block, obstruct. 

 sentinel (noun) – sentry, security guard. 

 watch (noun) – guard, vigil, observation, lookout; 

stint, turn. 

 extinction (noun) – destruction, elimination, 

eradication, disappearance, removal. 

 onus (noun) – responsibility, duty; burden, 

liability, obligation. 

 evolve (verb) – develop, progress, advance. 

 brotherly (adjective) – friendly, kindly, amicable. 

 absolution (noun) – discharge,  clearing, 

 release, exoneration. 

 Pandora’s box (noun) – a source of something 

(problems, troubles, difficulties, etc). 

 dog (verb) – trouble, disturb, worry. 

 fall short of (phrase) – fail to meet/reach; be 

deficient/inadequate/insufficient. 

 probity (noun) – integrity, honesty, morality. 

 august (adjective) – acclaimed, venerable, 

distinguished, highly regarded. 

 pater familias (noun) – Latin, literally ‘father of 

the family’; the male head of a family. 

(materfamilias is the female head of a family) 

 Master of the Roster (noun) – it refers to the 

privilege (right) of the Chief Justice to constitute 

Benches to hear cases. In November, 2017, when 

a Constitution Bench, led by the Chief Justice of 

India Dipak Misra, declared that “the Chief Justice 

is the master of the roster and he alone has the 

prerogative (privilege/right) to constitute the 

Benches of the Court and allocate cases to the 

Benches so constituted. roster (noun) – a list of 

the people of a team/organisation.  

 decisive (adjective) – deciding, conclusive, 

determining. 

 say (noun) – authority, voice, sway. 

 watchdog (noun) – inspector/supervisor, 

observer, ombudsman. 

 pushback (noun) – resistance, opposition, 

disagreement, force back, repulse drive. 

 level against (phrasal verb) – direct (an 

accusation/charge). 

 make clear (phrase) – explain, clarify, elucidate. 

 stringent (adjective) – strict/stern, severe, 

tough/rigorous. 

 expeditious (adjective) – quick, speedy, swift. 

 perhaps (adverb) – maybe, possibly. 

 bestow (verb) – confer on, give, grant, present to. 

 ombudsman (noun) – defender, preserver, 

guardian. 

 
 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/unveil
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/owing_to
https://www.lexico.com/definition/in_the_face_of
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/precedent
https://www.lexico.com/definition/injunct
https://www.lexico.com/definition/fatal
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/tenet
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/transparency
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/accountability
https://www.lexico.com/definition/indeed
https://www.lexico.com/definition/alleged
https://www.lexico.com/definition/land_grab
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/galling
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/meekly
https://www.lexico.com/definition/consent
https://www.lexico.com/definition/gag
https://www.lexico.com/definition/clog
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/sentinel
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/watch
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/extinction
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/onus
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/evolve
https://www.lexico.com/definition/brotherly
https://www.lexico.com/definition/absolution
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/pandora's_box
https://www.lexico.com/definition/dog
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/fall_short_(of)
https://www.lexico.com/definition/probity
https://www.lexico.com/definition/august
https://www.lexico.com/definition/paterfamilias
https://www.lexico.com/definition/materfamilias
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/roster
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/decisive
https://www.lexico.com/definition/say
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/watchdog
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/pushback
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/us/stringent
https://www.lexico.com/definition/expeditious
https://www.lexico.com/definition/perhaps
https://www.lexico.com/definition/bestow
https://www.lexico.com/definition/ombudsman

