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EQUAL STAKES:  

ON ACCOMMODATIVE POLITICS 
Accommodative politics is often the result of expediency, but it holds intrinsic value 

 

 For the first time in nearly 25 years, all members of the Union Cabinet are from a single party, the 

Bharatiya Janata Party. The death of Lok Janshakti Party leader Ram Vilas Paswan, three weeks after the 

Shiromani Akali Dal’s Harsimrat Kaur Badal resigned from the Cabinet in protest against legislation that her 

party sees as anti-farmer, has suddenly created this situation, but it has been in the making for a while. In 

2019, the Shiv Sena’s Arvind Sawant resigned from the Cabinet after the party broke with the BJP. In 2014, the 

BJP won more than half the seats in the Lok Sabha, the first time a single party won a majority since 1984. In 

2019, the party increased its tally and is not dependent on any other party for the government’s survival, 

though it has at least two dozen allies in the NDA. Alliance politics had come to be derided as a sign of 

instability, indecision and policy paralysis in the dominant discourse of Indian politics before 2014. Conversely, 

the emergence of a single party’s dominance was welcomed as a new era of stability and decisiveness. The BJP 

chose to be more triumphalist than gracious in its victory. Decisions of far-reaching consequences such as the 

changes in the status of Jammu and Kashmir and eligibility of citizenship were made with no inputs from 

regional political groups, including its own allies. 

 

 Involvement of regional and smaller parties will only make governance more robust and inclusive at 

the national level. The tendency to consider regional forces as a hindrance to a national vision is not the BJP’s 

creation, though it amplified it. The emergence of regional and communitarian politics is in part a response to 

the Congress’s failure to be sufficiently sensitive and accommodative of various social and linguistic groups. 

SAD leader Sukhbir Badal flagged this as a lesson for the BJP — that domination can easily lead to a total 

collapse. In the case of the BJP, its parliamentary majority itself is concentrated in the north and the west of 

India, and among particular communities. There is a strong case for the party to be more accommodative 

towards regions and communities that are not part of its political map. The party has taken some steps such as 

inducting Nirmala Sitharaman, a Tamil, and V. Muraleedharan, a Malayali, in the Union Council of Ministers 

though the BJP is not dependent on Tamil Nadu or Kerala for its parliamentary majority. Stability is only 

enhanced when the stakes are widely distributed in a polity. The situation created by the death of Paswan and 

the resignation of Ms. Badal opens an opportunity for the BJP to re-examine its approach to regions and social 

groups. Adequate representation in the Council of Ministers is a necessary condition, and a starting point, 

towards a more consultative decision-making process that might guarantee more desirable outcomes. 

 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 

 

 stake (noun) – share, interest, involvement, 

concern (in a situation/system). 

 accommodative (adjective) – willing to 

adjust/adapt to differences (with the aim of 

getting a consensus); accommodating, 

agreeable, adaptive. 

 often (adverb) – frequently, repeatedly, many 

times. 

 expediency (noun) – advantage, utility, benefit, 

usefulness. 

 intrinsic (adjective) – integral, inherent, 

fundamental, essential. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ram-vilas-paswan-passes-away/article32805992.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/harsimrat-kaur-badal-quits-union-cabinet-in-protest-against-two-agri-bills/article32632373.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/shiv-senas-arvind-sawant-to-resign-from-modi-cabinet/article29941578.ece
https://www.lexico.com/definition/stake
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/accommodative
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/often
https://www.lexico.com/definition/expediency
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/intrinsic
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 legislation (noun) – body of laws, rules, 

regulations, statutes. 

 in the making (phrase) – burgeoning, 

developing,  growing, up and coming. 

 break with (phrasal verb) – end relations with 

someone. 

 tally (noun) – total, count. 

 at least (phrase) – at the minimum, no less 

than. 

 ally (noun) – partner, supporter, confederate. 

 alliance (noun) – coalition, partnership (for 

mutual benefit). 

 deride (verb) – ridicule, mock, make fun 

of/insult. 

 indecision (noun) – indecisiveness, irresolution, 

lack of resolution. 

 policy paralysis (noun) – it refers to a situation 

where important laws and reforms are not 

passed because of lack of commitment on part 

of the government or inability of the 

government to reach a consensus. 

 discourse (noun) – discussion, talk, 

debate, argument. 

 conversely (adverb) – inversely, the other way 

round, oppositely/reciprocally. 

 triumphalist (adjective) – relating to an attitude 

or a belief that a particular doctrine, religion, 

culture, social system is superior to and should 

triumph all over others. 

 decisiveness (noun) – the ability to make 

decisions quickly & successfully. 

 decisiveness (noun) – the ability to make 

decisions quickly & successfully. 

 gracious (adjective) – courteous, diplomatic, 

well mannered. 

 far-reaching (adjective) – widespread, 

sweeping,  extensive, important, significant. 

 consequence (noun) – result, outcome, effect; 

ramification, repercussion. 

 robust (adjective) – strong, powerful. 

 inclusive (adjective) – all-embracing, overall; all-

inclusive, comprehensive. 

 hindrance (noun) – obstacle,  impediment,  

block. 

 amplify (verb) – raise, intensify, escalate. 

 communitarian (adjective) – relating to a 

philosophy that emphasizes the connection 

between the individual and the community. 

 linguistic (adjective) – relating to language; 

lingual. 

 flag (verb) – indicate, identify, point out. 

 lead to (verb) – cause, result in, bring on, bring 

about. 

 induct (verb) – admit to, allow into, introduce 

to, swear into (a post/position formally). 

 enhance (verb) – increase, raise, intensify. 

 widely (adverb) – broadly, extensively, 

thoroughly. 

 polity (noun) – a politically organized society. 

 consultative (adjective) – advisory, consulting, 

counseling. 

*************************************************************************************** 

FEAT OF CLAY:  

ON FRENCH OPEN TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIP 2020 
The French Open stuck to the script despite the changed circumstances 

 

 The 2020 French Open was unlike any previous edition of the Major. The COVID-19 pandemic ensured 

that players who are usually accustomed to embracing the summer warmth of Paris had to endure the 

autumnal cold and rain. The new retractable roof over court Philippe-Chatrier, play under lights and the 

reportedly “slow and heavy” Wilson balls made clay-court tennis drastically different. What was unchanged, 

however, was Rafael Nadal holding aloft the Coupe des Mousquetaires for a record-extending 13th time in 15 

https://www.lexico.com/definition/legislation
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/in_the_making
https://www.lexico.com/definition/break
https://www.lexico.com/definition/tally
https://www.lexico.com/definition/at_least
https://www.lexico.com/definition/ally
https://www.lexico.com/definition/alliance
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/deride?q=Deride
https://www.lexico.com/definition/indecision
https://www.lexico.com/definition/discourse
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/conversely?q=Conversely
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/triumphalist
https://www.lexico.com/definition/decisiveness
https://www.lexico.com/definition/decisiveness
https://www.lexico.com/definition/gracious
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/far-reaching
https://www.lexico.com/definition/consequence
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/thesaurus/robust
https://www.lexico.com/synonym/inclusive
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/hindrance
https://www.lexico.com/definition/amplify
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/communitarian
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/linguistic
https://www.lexico.com/definition/flag
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/lead
https://www.lexico.com/definition/induct
https://www.lexico.com/definition/enhance
https://www.lexico.com/definition/widely
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/polity
https://www.lexico.com/definition/consultative
https://www.thehindu.com/sport/tennis/french-open-2020-tennis-tournament-mens-final-rafael-nadal-vs-novak-djokovic-in-paris/article32828284.ece
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years and the patented trophy biting celebration. The straight sets demolition of World No.1 Novak Djokovic, 

his toughest rival, brought the Spaniard level with Roger Federer’s men’s record for Grand Slam titles (20) and 

has set up a mouth-watering 2021. But Nadal’s preparation for the tournament was far from ideal. The 

coronavirus situation, especially in his home country, had left him deeply distressed. A quarterfinal loss in 

Rome last month meant that the 34-year-old entered Roland Garros without winning a clay event for the first 

time in his career. But the way Nadal negated all potentially inhibiting factors, and reached unprecedented 

heights of excellence against an opponent who was undefeated in five straight Slam finals, was gunning for his 

18th Major, and whose only loss in 38 matches this year was through a disqualification in unfortunate 

circumstances, made the victory probably his best. 

 

 What also came to the fore was Nadal’s longevity — 15 years between the first and latest Slam, and a 

record six Majors after turning 30 — and his drive to constantly seek perfection. Djokovic’s role in this is 

central. Though they had met 55 times before, very few came when both were at their absolute peaks. Yet, 

their tactics have continuously evolved like in a cat and mouse game. After the nearly six-hour long Australian 

Open final defeat to Djokovic in 2012, Nadal spruced up his attacking play. Since the return from the 2015-16 

slump, he continuously worked to better his backhand and break out of the losing patterns Djokovic drew him 

into. Sunday seemed the culmination of all the hard work. While Nadal led Djokovic by just one point in rallies 

lasting five shots or more (53-52), he crushed the Serb 53-25 in those that had four shots or less. Where Nadal 

made just nine backhand errors, he drew 26 more from Djokovic’s favoured wing. Over the last fortnight, this 

first-strike strategy was also perfected by the 19-year-old Iga Swiatek. The Pole felled the tactically astute Sofia 

Kenin with a ruthless display of power and intelligence to claim her maiden Major without losing a set. The 

French Open has crowned four straight first-time women’s Grand Slam champions, rewarding styles ranging 

from all-out attack to nimble-footed craftiness. Swiatek’s all-round game is a worthy addition. 

 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 

 

 feat (noun) – achievement, accomplishment, 

attainment. 

 stick to the script (phrase) – to continue to 

follow the existing plan and not deviate from 

what is usual/normal. 

 circumstances (noun) – situation, background, 

conditions, state of affairs. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 accustom to (verb) – adapt, adjust, attune, 

accommodate. 

 embrace (verb) – welcome, accept, adapt, take 

up. 

 endure (verb) – tolerate, bear, put up 

with, accept. 

 retractable (adjective) – able to be drawn back. 

 reportedly (adverb) – supposedly, seemingly, 

apparently, allegedly. 

 Coupe des Mousquetaires (noun) – (English: 

The Musketeers’ Trophy); the trophy awarded 

to the winner of the Men’s Singles competition 

at the French Open. 

 demolition (noun) – heavy/crushing defeat, 

conquest, rout. 

 coronavirus (CoV) (noun) – a large family of 

viruses that cause illness ranging from the 

common cold to more severe diseases. common 

signs of infection include respiratory symptoms, 

fever, cough, shortness of breath and breathing 

difficulties. In more severe cases, infection can 

cause pneumonia, severe acute respiratory 

syndrome, kidney failure and even death.  

https://www.lexico.com/synonym/feat
https://www.lexico.com/synonym/circumstances
https://www.lexico.com/definition/pandemic
https://www.lexico.com/definition/accustom
https://www.lexico.com/synonym/embrace
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/endure
https://www.lexico.com/definition/retractable
https://www.lexico.com/definition/reportedly
https://www.lexico.com/definition/demolition
https://www.lexico.com/definition/coronavirus
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 mouth-watering (adjective) – attractive, 

 appealing,  tempting. 

 far from (phrase) – not, not at all, nowhere 

near. 

 distressed (adjective) – suffering, anguished, 

shattered, broken-hearted. 

 negate (verb) – make ineffective, neutralize, 

cancel out invalidate, nullify. 

 potentially (adverb) – likely, may be, 

possibly, probably. 

 inhibiting (adjective) – preventing, hindering, 

hampering. 

 unprecedented (adjective) – not done or 

experienced before. 

 excellence (noun) – skill, talent; high quality, 

brilliance. 

 opponent (noun) – rival, enemy, nemesis,  

contender/opposer. 

 gun for (phrasal verb) – to make a great  

effort to win something. 

 come to the fore (phrase) – to become visible. 

 longevity (noun) – lasting power, 

durability, continuity, permanence. 

 drive (noun) – determination, ambition,  

motivation, push, will power (to achieve 

something). 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt (obtain or 

achieve something). 

 central (noun) – key, crucial, vital. 

 absolute (adjective) – decisive, definite, 

categorical, unequivocal, outright. 

 peak (noun) – the point of highest 

activity/achievement. 

 evolve (verb) – develop, progress, advance. 

 cat and mouse game (phrase) – a 

contrived/measured action involving constant 

pursuit, near captures, and repeated escapes. 

 spruce up (verb) – make smarter/neater, put in 

order. 

 slump (noun) – decline, tumble, drop, steep fall. 

 better (verb) – improve, upgrade, enhance. 

 break out (phrasal verb) – escape from, 

abscond from, flee from. 

 draw into (phrasal verb) – get, make it, make 

one’s way. 

 culmination (noun) – climax/conclusion, 

pinnacle/high point, crowning moment. 

 wing (noun) – an attacking player positioned 

near to one of the sidelines. 

 fortnight (noun) – a period of two 

weeks/fourteen days continuously. 

 first-strike (tennis) (noun) – (in tennis) It means 

statistically, a player hits a more aggressive shot 

within the first four shots of a rally, is more 

likely to win the point. 

 perfect (verb) – improve, make perfect, polish, 

hone, consummate; achieve/accomplish. 

 Pole (noun) – a native of Poland. 

 fell (verb) – knock down, topple, defeat. 

 astute (adjective) – clever, intelligent, smart, 

wise. 

 ruthless (adjective) – unforgiving, relentless, 

steely. 

 all-out (adjective) – intense, aggressive, 

vigorous, powerful. 

 nimble-footed (adjective) – agile/deft, active, 

flexible. 

 craftiness (noun) – artfulness. 

 

https://www.lexico.com/definition/mouth-watering
https://www.lexico.com/definition/far_from
https://www.lexico.com/definition/distressed
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/negate
https://www.lexico.com/definition/potentially
https://www.lexico.com/definition/inhibit
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/unprecedented
https://www.lexico.com/synonym/excellence
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/opponent
https://www.lexico.com/definition/gun
https://www.lexico.com/definition/longevity
https://www.lexico.com/definition/drive
https://www.lexico.com/synonym/seek
https://www.lexico.com/definition/central
https://www.lexico.com/definition/absolute
https://www.lexico.com/definition/peak
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/evolve
https://www.lexico.com/definition/cat_and_mouse
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/spruce
https://www.lexico.com/definition/slump
https://www.lexico.com/definition/better
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/break_out
https://www.lexico.com/definition/draw
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/culmination?q=Culmination+
https://www.lexico.com/definition/wing
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/fortnight
https://www.lexico.com/definition/perfect
https://www.lexico.com/definition/pole
https://www.lexico.com/definition/fell
https://www.lexico.com/definition/astute
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/ruthless
https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/all_out
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/nimble-footed
https://www.lexico.com/definition/craftiness

