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IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS 
 Osaka track (declaration) (noun) – Osaka track is the initiative seeks to standardise rules of global movement of data with enhanced protection for personal information, intellectual property and cybersecurity. Japanese Former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe formally declared the launch of Osaka Track at the (2019) G20 summit. The declaration described the Osaka Track as “a process which demonstrates our commitment to promote international policy discussions, inter alia (among other things), international rule-making on trade-related aspects of electronic commerce at the WTO”. 
 G-20 (noun) – The G20, formed in 1999, is a group of twenty of the world’s largest economies that meets regularly to coordinate global policy on trade, health, climate, and other issues. It brings together the world’s major advanced and emerging economies. The G20 comprises Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, EU, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, UK and USA. The G20 Countries together represent around 90% of global GDP, 80% of global trade, and two thirds of the world’s population. 
 Report on Currency and Finance (RCF) (noun) -The Report on Currency and Finance (RCF) has a long and chequered history, intertwined with that of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) itself and the Indian economy. It was first published in 1937, covering the years 1935- 36 and 1936-37. The theme of the current Report is “Reviewing the Monetary Policy Framework” which assumes topical relevance in the context of the review of the inflation target by March 2021 against the backdrop of structural changes in the macroeconomic and financial landscape that have prompted several central banks to undertake policy framework reviews. The period of study in this report is from October 2016 to March 2020 commencing with the formal operationalisation of the flexible inflation targeting (FIT) framework in India but excluding the period of the COVID-19 pandemic in view of data distortions. 
 Finance Commission (noun) – It is a Constitutionally mandated body that is at the centre of fiscal federalism. Set up under Article 280 of the Constitution of India, its core responsibility is to evaluate the state of finances of the Union and State Governments, recommend the sharing of taxes between them, lay down the principles determining the distribution of these taxes among States. The first Finance Commission was set up in 1951 and there have been fifteen so far. 
 Fifteenth Finance Commission (noun) – The Fifteenth Finance Commission was constituted on 27 November 2017 against the backdrop of the abolition of the Planning Commission (as also of the distinction between Plan and non-Plan expenditure) and the introduction of the goods and services tax (GST), which has fundamentally redefined federal fiscal relations. It is constituted to give recommendations for devolution of taxes and other fiscal matters for five fiscal years, commencing 01.04.2020. 
 World Economic Forum (WEF) (noun) – an independent international organization committed to improving the state of the world by engaging business, political, academic, and other leaders of society to shape global, regional, and industry agendas. Incorporated as a not-for-profit foundation in 1971, and headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, the Forum is tied to no political, partisan or national interests. 
 Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) (noun) – a proposed agreement between the member states of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its free trade agreement (FTA) partners. The pact aims to cover trade in goods and services, intellectual property, etc. 
 consumer price index (CPI) (noun) – it is defined as the change in the prices of a basket of goods and services that are typically purchased by specific groups of households. To put it simply, it tracks the prices of goods and services purchased by consumers. 
 price stability (noun) – no (drastic) change in the price of goods and services in an economy over a period of time. It implies avoiding both prolonged inflation and deflation. 
 retail or consumer price index (CPI) inflation (noun) – it is a measure of the total inflation within an economy, including commodities such as food and energy prices. The CPI monitors retail prices at a certain level for a particular commodity. The change in the price index over a period of time is referred to as CPI-based inflation or retail inflation. 
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 basis point (BPS) (noun) – a unit of measure used in finance to describe the percentage change in the value or rate of a financial instrument. One basis point is equivalent to 0.01% (1/100th of a percent). Used for measuring change in interest rate/yield. 
 repo rate (noun) – it is the rate at which the central bank of a country (RBI in case of India) lends money to commercial banks in the event of any shortfall of funds. 
 base effect (noun) – it relates to inflation in the corresponding period of the previous year, if the inflation rate was too low in the corresponding period of the previous year, even a smaller rise in the Price Index will arithmetically give a high rate of inflation now. 
 monetary policy (noun) – monetary policy refers to the use of monetary instruments under the control of the central bank to regulate magnitudes such as interest rates, money supply, and availability of credit with a view to achieving the ultimate objective of economic policy mentioned in the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934. 
 monetary policy framework (noun) – The amended RBI Act explicitly provides the legislative mandate to the Reserve Bank to operate the monetary policy framework of the country. The framework aims at setting the policy (repo) rate based on an assessment of the current and evolving macroeconomic situation; and modulation (change/variation) of liquidity conditions to anchor money market rates at or around the repo rate. Repo rate changes transmit through the money market to the entire the financial system, which, in turn, influences aggregate demand – a key determinant of inflation and growth. Once the repo rate is announced, the operating framework designed by the Reserve Bank envisages liquidity management on a day to- day basis through appropriate actions, which aim at anchoring the operating target – the weighted average call rate (WACR) – around the repo rate. The operating framework is fine-tuned and revised depending on the evolving financial market and monetary conditions, while ensuring consistency with the monetary policy stance. The liquidity management framework was last revised significantly in April 2016. 
 National Statistical Office (NSO) (noun) – The Ministry of Statistics and the Department of Programme Implementation has two wings, one relating to Statistics and the other Programme Implementation. The Statistics Wing called the National Statistical Office (NSO) gives considerable importance to coverage and quality aspects of statistics released in the country. The statistics released are based on administrative sources, surveys and censuses conducted by the Center and State Governments and non-official sources and studies. 
 food inflation (noun) – the condition of an increase in the wholesale price index of a necessary food item relative to the general index or the consumer price index (CPI) is referred to as food inflation. In layman’s language, it is basically the rise in the cost of an essential food item relative to the previous price. 
 Brent crude (noun) – a classification of crude oil produced from the oil platform in the North Sea of Northwest Europe. It is one of the three best known benchmark crude oils (the other two are ‘West Texas Intermediate’ and ‘Dubai’) against which other crude oils are priced. (Crude oil is the raw natural resource that is extracted from the earth and refined into products such as gasoline, jet fuel, diesel and other petroleum products). 
 Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 2005 (noun) – an Indian labour law and social security measure that aims to guarantee the ‘right to work’. It aims to enhance livelihood security in rural areas by providing at least 100 days of wage employment in a financial year to every household whose adult members volunteer to do unskilled manual work. 
 free-market (noun) – a type of economic system that is controlled by the market forces of supply and demand, as opposed to government controls that involve price-cutting monopolies. It is different from a regulated market or command economy. In the latter, a central government agency decides the supply and demand, which means the market does not operate freely. In a free market, a majority of companies and properties are owned by individuals or entities in the private sector instead of the state. 
 subsidy (noun) – also called subvention; a financial contribution granted to help an industry or business, mostly given by a government, in order to keep the price of service/goods at a low level. 
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 Public Distribution System (PDS) (noun) – The Public Distribution System (PDS) in the country facilitates the supply of food grains and distribution of essential commodities to a large number of poor people through a network of Fair Price Shops at a subsidized price on a recurring basis. 
 cyberattack (noun) – a malicious and deliberate attempt by an individual or organization to breach the information system (computer network) of another individual or organization. an attack on an information or computer network as an “attempt to destroy, expose, alter, disable, steal or gain unauthorized access to or make unauthorized use of anything that has value to the individual/organization. 
 espionage (noun) – the act of spying; obtaining secret or confidential (political or military) information of a country and/or disclosing it without the permission of that country; undercover work, infiltration, counter-intelligence. 
 trojan (noun) – malicious software. It is a type of computer software that is camouflaged in the form of regular software such as utilities, games, and sometimes even antivirus programs. 
 cyber espionage (noun) – cyber spying; it describes the illegal access to (secret & sensitive) information stored on individual computers or whole computer networks. 
 social engineering (noun) – the act of tricking someone into divulging (revealing sensitive (or) personal) information or taking action usually through technology. It is to take advantage of a potential victim’s natural tendencies and emotional reactions. 
 somersault (noun) – an instance (as in gymnastics) of rotating (jumping/rolling) one’s body 360 degrees with someone’s feet going over one’s head; gymnastics; flip, turning over 360 degrees in the air; (figuratively) an act of changing suddenly from having a particular opinion or policy about something to having a completely different opinion or policy. 
 National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC) (noun) – National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC) is an organisation of the Government of India created under Sec 70A of the Information Technology Act, 2000 (amended 2008), through a gazette notification on 16th Jan 2014 based in New Delhi, India. It is designated as the National Nodal Agency in respect of Critical Information Infrastructure Protection. 
 Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) (noun) – it is a nodal entity responding to various cybersecurity threats to non-critical infrastructure comes under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MEITY). 
 data privacy (noun) – data privacy generally means the ability of a person to determine for themselves when, how, and to what extent personal information about them is shared with or communicated to others. This personal information can be one’s name, location, contact information, or online or real-world behavior. 
 Global Positioning System (GPS) (noun) – GPS is a (navigation) system. It’s made up of three parts: satellites, ground stations, and receivers. The technology can pinpoint longitude, latitude, ground speed, and course direction of the target somewhere in the world. 
 public health (noun) – the branch of medicine handling public health; public health is also the science of protecting and improving the health of people and their communities through education, policy making and research for disease and injury prevention. 
 prevalence (noun) – it refers to the number of cases of a disease that are present in a particular population at a given time whereas “incidence” refers to the number of new cases that develop in a given period of time. 
 Oxford vaccine/Covishield (noun) – (ChAdOx1 nCoV-19) or (AZD1222) is a COVID-19 vaccine candidate developed by Oxford University and AstraZeneca, UK Ltd. (named Covishield in India). Serum Institute of India (SII), a biotechnology company has partnered with global pharma giant AstraZeneca and Oxford University for this vaccine candidate ‘Covidshield’. 
 candidate vaccine BNT162b2 (noun) – mRNA-based vaccine candidate produced by Pfizer and BioNTech.  
 candidate vaccine mRNA-1273 (noun) – mRNA-1273 is an an Mrna vaccine candidate which was co-developed by Moderna and investigators from NIAID’s Vaccine Research Center. 
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 Adverse Events Following Immunisation (AEFI) (noun) – An Adverse event following immunization (AEFI) is any untoward medical occurrence which follows immunization and which does not necessarily have a causal relationship with the usage of the vaccine. The adverse event may be any unfavourable or unintended sign, abnormal laboratory finding, symptom or disease. 
 immunisation (noun) – the process whereby a person is made immune or resistant to an infectious disease, typically by the administration of a vaccine. Vaccines stimulate the body’s own immune system to protect the person against subsequent infection or disease. 
 U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) (noun) – The United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is the national public health agency of the United States. It is a United States federal agency, under the Department of Health and Human Services, and is headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia. CDC is the U.S’s leading science-based, data-driven, service organization that protects the public’s health. 
 vaccine diplomacy (noun) – the use of vaccine to increase diplomatic relationship and influence other countries but also, from a strategic point, vaccine access opens the door to expand long-term health security provisions. 
 COVAX (noun) – COVAX is co-led by Gavi, the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) and WHO. Its aim is to accelerate the development and manufacture of COVID-19 vaccines, and to guarantee fair and equitable access for every country in the world.  
 containment (noun) – an act of keeping something (harmful) under control (it means quickly identifying cases of coronavirus through testing, placing infected individuals in isolation, tracking who infected persons might have been in contact with and potentially quarantining those who came into contact with infection so that the disease doesn’t continue to spread). 
 State Election Commissioner (SEC) (noun) – A state election commissioner is in charge of conducting polls to urban local bodies (municipalities, corporations) and rural local bodies (panchayats). (The Supreme Court of India has recently said State Election Commissioners (SECs) across the country should be independent, and not persons holding office with the central government or a state government). 
 Article 142 of the Constitution of India (noun) – Article 142 of the Constitution of India empowers the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India to pass any decree or order necessary for doing “complete justice” in any matter pending before it. 
 nationalism (noun) – it refers to a system (with a narrow set of ideas) created by a group of people who believe their nation is superior to all others. It is also a perception of national superiority and an orientation toward national dominance-called chauvinism (excessive nationalism). 
 majoritarianism (noun) – a philosophy that states that a majority (sometimes categorized by religion, language, social class, or some other identifying factor) of the population is entitled to a certain degree of primacy (priority) in society, and has the right to make decisions that affect the society. 
 socialism (noun) – it’s a state-controlled economy in which the state controls the means of production: factories, offices, resources, and firms. Since the government controls almost all of society’s functions, it can make better use of resources, labors, and lands. 
 moral high ground (noun) – ethical or political parlance/expression/phrase, refers to the status of being respected for remaining moral, and adhering to and upholding a universally recognized standard of justice or goodness. 
 manifesto (noun) – a publication issued by a political party before a General Election. It contains the set of policies that the party stands for and would wish to implement if elected to govern; (policy) statement, declaration, pronouncement.  
 Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research (IISERs) (noun) – a group of premier public research institutions in India. The IISERs represent a unique initiative in India where teaching and education are integrated with state-of-the-art research, nurturing both curiosity and creativity in an intellectually vibrant atmosphere of research. The Government of India, through the Ministry of Education, has established seven Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research (IISERs). These institutes are located in Berhampur (established in 2016), Bhopal (in 2008), Mohali (in 2007), Pune (in 2006), Kolkata (in 2006), Thiruvanantapuram (in 2008) and Tirupati (in 2015). 
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 Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in Teachers’ Cadre) Act, 2019 (noun) – An Act to provide for the reservation of posts in appointments by direct recruitment of persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, the socially and educationally backward classes and the economically weaker sections, to teachers’ cadre in certain Central Educational Institutions established, maintained or aided by the Central Government, and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. It shall be deemed to have come into force on the 7th day of March, 2019. 
 affirmative action (noun) – it means positive steps taken to increase the representation of (women and) minorities in areas of employment, education, and culture from which they have been historically excluded. 
 Fourth Industrial Revolution (noun) – Simply put, the Fourth Industrial Revolution refers to how technologies like artificial intelligence, autonomous vehicles and the internet of things are merging with humans’ physical lives. Think of voice-activated assistants, facial ID recognition or digital health-care sensors. 
 carbon footprint (noun) – the total amount of greenhouse gases produced to directly and indirectly support human activities, usually expressed in equivalent tons of carbon dioxide (CO2). 
 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (noun) – The sustainable development goals (SDGs) are a new, universal set of goals, targets, and indicators that UN member states will be expected to use to frame their agendas and political policies over the next 15 years. 
 Go (noun) – Go is one of the oldest board games in the world. Its true origins are unknown, though it almost certainly originated in China some 3,000-4,000 years ago. Like Chess, Go is a game of skill – it has been described as being like four Chess games going on together on the same board – but it differs from Chess in many ways. The rules of Go are very simple and though, like Chess, it is a challenge to players’ analytical skills, there is far more scope in Go for intuition. Go is a territorial game. The board, marked with a grid of 19 lines by 19 lines, may be thought of as a piece of land to be shared between the two players. One player has a supply of black pieces, called stones, the other a supply of white. 
 Cambridge Analytica (scandal) (noun) – A British political consulting firm Cambridge Analytica illicitly harvested the personal data of millions of Facebook users without their consent to run political campaigns. The scandal came into light after a former employee turned into a whistleblower. 
 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) (noun) – UNESCO is the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. It seeks to build peace through international cooperation in Education, the Sciences and Culture. UNESCO’s programmes contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals defined in Agenda 2030, adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2015. 
 NITI Aayog (noun) – The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of the Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015. NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‘Think Tank’ of the Government of India, providing both directional and policy inputs. (NITI Aayog replaced “The Planning Commission” – an institution in the Government of India established in 1950, which formulated India’s Five-Year Plans, among other functions to oversee the country’s economic and social development). (Think tank is a panel of experts who provide advice and ideas on political, social or economic issues). 
 Prometheus (proper noun) – In Greek mythology, Prometheus (possibly meaning “forethought”), is a Titan god of fire. Prometheus is credited with the creation of humanity from clay, and who defies the gods by stealing fire and giving it to humanity as civilization. Prometheus is known for his intelligence and for being a champion of humankind, and is also seen as the author of the human arts and sciences generally. 
 immigration (noun) – the act of leaving one’s countries and moving to another country of which they are not natives, nor citizens, to settle or reside there, especially as permanent residents or naturalized citizens. 
 American Dream (noun) – The set of ideals – which includes notions of individual rights, freedom, democracy, and equality – is arguably centered around the belief that each individual has the right and freedom to seek prosperity and happiness, regardless of where or into what circumstances they were born. 
 asylum (noun) – protection provided by a foreign country to somebody who is unable or unwilling to return to their home country due to fear of persecution (harm, harassment or oppression). 
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 Congress (noun) – legislative assembly, parliament; The United States Congress is the bicameral (two chambers) legislature of the federal government of the United States, and consists of two chambers: the House of Representatives and the Senate. 
 H-1B visa (noun) – it permits a foreign professional (with a (min. 4 years) university degree or its equivalent) to work in specialty occupations (or skilled employments) in the United States (issued for a max of 6 years in total). 
 checks and balances (plural noun) – a system in which all departments of a government organization have the right to amend/limit the powers of the other departments in order to avoid the dominance of one department. 
 state-society relations (noun) – interactions between state institutions and societal groups to negotiate how public authority is exercised and how it can be influenced by people. 
 balance of power (phrase) – stability in a system composed of a number of autonomous forces. Whenever the equilibrium is disturbed either by an outside force or by a change in one or the other elements composing the system, the system shows a tendency to re-establish either the original or a new equilibrium. 
 Glorious Revolution (noun) – The Glorious Revolution of 1688-1689 replaced the reigning king, James II, with the joint monarchy of his protestant daughter Mary and her Dutch husband, William of Orange. It was the keystone of the Whig (those opposed to a Catholic succession) history of Britain. 
 The Lords (noun) – (in the UK) members of the House of Lords (the upper house chamber of UK Parliament; The House of Commons is the lower house of the Parliament of the United Kingdom). 
 universal suffrage/franchise (noun) – the right of citizens in a given society who are entitled to vote in an election without the discrimination of caste, class, colour, religion or sex. 
 Freedom House (noun) – Freedom House is a U.S.-based, U.S. government-funded non-profit non-governmental organization that conducts research and advocacy on democracy, political freedom, and human rights. Freedom House (based in Washington DC) was founded in October 1941. Freedom House is founded on the core conviction that freedom flourishes in democratic nations where governments are accountable to their people; the rule of law prevails; and freedoms of expression, association, and belief, as well as respect for the rights of women, minority communities, and historically marginalized groups, are guaranteed. 
 Varieties of Democracy project (V-DEM) (noun) – an independent research institute founded in 2014 and is funded by a number of government organizations, World Bank and several research institutions. The headquarters of the project is based at the department of political science, University of Gothenburg, Sweden. Varieties of Democracy (VDem) is a new approach to conceptualizing and measuring democracy. We provide a multidimensional and disaggregated dataset that reflects the complexity of the concept of democracy as a system of rule that goes beyond the simple presence of elections. The V-Dem project distinguishes between five high-level principles of democracy: electoral, liberal, participatory, deliberative, and egalitarian, and collects data to measure these principles. 
 Unique identification scheme/project (noun) – Unique identification project was initially conceived by the Planning Commission as an initiative that would provide identification for each resident across the country and would be used primarily as the basis for efficient delivery of welfare services. The brand name of the Unique Identification number (UID) is Aadhaar. 
 review petition (noun) – the Constitution of India itself gives, under Article 137, the Supreme Court the power to review any of its judgments or orders. The court has the power to review its rulings to correct a “patent error” and not “minor mistakes of inconsequential import”. It is not necessary that only parties to a case can seek a review of the judgment on it. As per the Civil Procedure Code and the Supreme Court Rules, any person aggrieved by a ruling can seek a review. However, the court does not entertain every review petition filed. It exercises its discretion to allow a review petition only when it shows the grounds for seeking the review. As per 1996 rules framed by the Supreme Court, a review petition must be filed within 30 days of the date of judgment or order. 
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 Aadhaar Payment Bridge (System) (APBS) (noun) – it is one of the unique payment systems implemented by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), uses Aadhaar number as a central key for electronically channelizing the Government benefits and subsidies in the Aadhaar Enabled Bank Accounts (AEBA) of the intended beneficiaries. 
 Chinese Communist Party (CCP) (noun) – also known as the Communist Party of China (CPC); it is the founding and ruling political party of modern China, officially known as the People’s Republic of China (PRC). 
 Line of Actual Control (LAC) (noun) – the de-facto (effective) border between India and China. The LAC is a 4,057-km border running through three areas-Western (Ladakh, Ladakh (Kashmir)), middle (Uttarakhand, Himachal), and eastern (Sikkim, Arunachal). 
 the Cold War (noun) – The Cold War was a state of political and military tension after World War II between powers in the Western Bloc (the United States and a group of countries) and powers in the Eastern Bloc (the Soviet Union and a group of countries). 
 tinderbox (noun) – The word ‘tinder’ is normally used to refer to any highly inflammable object material, like dry grass, wood, straw, etc. that can be used to start a fire quickly. Tinderbox is a small metal box that contained a tinder and all the other things required to light a fire. It (figuratively) means something catches fire & burn down very quickly. 
 Iran nuclear deal (or) Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) (noun) – JCPOA, known commonly as the Iran nuclear deal or Iran deal, is an agreement on the Iranian nuclear program reached in Vienna on 14 July 2015, between Iran and the P5+1 (China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States) together with the European Union. 
 republic (noun) – a group of people involved in a particular activity with certain equality; “The Republic” is a form of government in which a state (country) is ruled by elected representatives of the people (citizen body). 
 Houthis (rebels) (noun) – a decades-old resistance movement, born in opposition to Saudi Arabia’s religious influence. Yemen’s Houthi rebels are leading the fight against a Saudi-led coalition. 
 International Criminal Court (ICC) (noun) – an intergovernmental organization and international tribunal that sits in The Hague, Netherlands. The International Criminal Court (ICC) investigates and, where warranted, tries individuals charged with the gravest crimes of concern to the international community: genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and the crime of aggression. As a court of last resort, it seeks to complement, not replace, national Courts. Governed by an international treaty called the Rome Statute, the ICC is the world’s first permanent international criminal court. 
 West Bank (noun) – It is a significant amount of land located on the west bank of the River Jordan and surrounded by Israel to the north, west and south. Jordan lies to its east. The West Bank has been occupied by Israel since the 1967 Middle East war, but decades of difficult on-off talks between Israel and the Palestinians – both of whom assert rights there – have left its final status unresolved. 
 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given to force a country to obey international laws by limiting or stopping trade with that country, by not allowing economic aid for that country, etc. 
 Article 239AA of the Constitution (noun) – Article 239AA of the Constitution of India granted Special Status to Delhi among Union Territories (UTs) in the year 1991 through 69th constitutional amendment by the Parliament. That’s when Delhi was named as National Capital Region (NCT) of Delhi. 
 The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (GNCTD) Act (noun) – The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 2021 was introduced in Lok Sabha on March 15, 2021. The Bill amends the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991. The Act provides a framework for the functioning of the Legislative Assembly and the government of the National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi. The Bill amends certain powers and responsibilities of the Legislative Assembly and the Lieutenant Governor. 
 representative government/representative democracy (noun) – a government where citizens elect people to represent them and make laws on their behalf, instead of always voting directly on laws and other government actions. 
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 aid and advice (phrase) – real authority to take decisions lies in the elected government. This is the meaning of ‘aid and advice’. Titular head (Lt. Governor) has to act in accordance to aid and advice. 
 State List (noun) – it includes subjects that give powers to the state governments. (as given in the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of India, the legislative section is divided into three lists: the Union List, State List and Concurrent List). 
 Concurrent List (noun) – the list which includes the power to be considered by both the union and state government (as given in the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of India). 
 Doha Agreement (noun) – The Doha Agreement, more formally, “Agreement for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan between the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan which is not recognised by the US as a state and is known as the Taliban and the United States of America, 2020” was signed on the February 29 in Doha, Qatar. The deal was considered a historic step towards establishing peace in Afghanistan. 
 National Security Adviser (NSA) the United States (noun) – The National Security Advisor serves as the principal advisor to the President of the United States on all national security issues. The National Security Advisor is appointed by the President and does not require confirmation by the United States Senate. 
 soft power (noun) – soft power is convincing & effective power deriving from attraction and imitation and be based on intangible (nonphysical) resources such as culture, ideology, and institutions. 
 hard power (noun) – hard power is coercive power executed through military threats and economic incentives and based on tangible resources such as the army or economic strength. 
 smart power (noun) – In international relations, the term smart power refers to the combination of hard power and soft power strategies. 
 coercion (noun) – it means compelling an individual to act against his/her will by the use of psychological pressure or physical force causing bodily injury; force/pressure, oppression, harassment, intimidation. 
 Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) (noun) – the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) is the most comprehensive multilateral agreement on intellectual property (IP). It plays a central role in facilitating trade in knowledge and creativity, in resolving trade disputes over IP, and in assuring WTO members the latitude to achieve their domestic policy objectives. It frames the IP system in terms of innovation, technology transfer and public welfare. The Agreement is a legal recognition of the significance of links between IP and trade and the need for a balanced IP system. 
 Quad/Quadrilateral (noun) – The ‘Quadrilateral’ is described as four democracies (the United States, Japan, Australia and India) with a shared objective to ensure and support a “free, open and prosperous” Indo- Pacific region. 
 The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD)/The Quad (noun) – an informal strategic forum between the United States, Japan, Australia and India that aims to strengthen the defence and security cooperation amongst these four countries. It was initially proposed by former Japan PM Abe in order to check China’s growing influence and assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific region. 
 The Indo-Pacific (region) (noun) – the Indo-Pacific region refers to the confluence (convergence) of the Pacific and Indian Oceans, which interconnect in Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore and more). 
 world/international/global order (noun) – the arrangement of power and authority that provides the system for the conduct of diplomacy and world politics in relation to the entire world. 
 Paris Agreement/Accord/pact (noun) – The Paris Agreement builds upon the Convention (agreement) and for the first time brings all nations into a common cause to undertake ambitious efforts to combat climate change and adapt to its effects, with enhanced support to assist developing countries to do so. 
  (global) supply chain (noun) – a dynamic worldwide network when a company purchases or uses goods or services from overseas. It involves people, information, processes, and resources involved in the production, handling, and distribution of materials and finished products or providing a service to the customer. 
 social compact (noun) – social contract; In the social compact, each individual engages with the whole collectively, and the whole collectively engage with each individual. 
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 G-7 or Group of Seven (noun) – a multilateral forum made up of the world’s seven largest so-called developed countries: Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. They meet annually to discuss and exchange ideas on a broad range of issues, including global economy, security and energy. 
 data localisation (noun) – the act of storing data on any device that is physically present within the borders of a specific country where the data was generated. 
 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) (noun) – The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is a permanent intergovernmental international organisation, the creation of which was announced on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai (China). The SCO currently comprises eight Member States (China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan) and is seen as a counterweight to NATO (The North Atlantic Treaty Organization). It was established as a multilateral association to ensure security and maintain stability across the vast Eurasian region, join forces to counteract emerging challenges and threats, and enhance trade, as well as cultural and humanitarian cooperation. 
 BRICS countries (plural noun) – the acronym coined to associate five major emerging national economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa. The BRICS members are known for their significant influence on regional affairs. 
 South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) (noun) – Established in 1985, it is the regional intergovernmental organization and geopolitical union of states in South Asia. Its member states are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 
 Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) (noun) – a regional organization comprising seven Member States lying in the littoral and adjacent areas of the Bay of Bengal constituting a contiguous regional unity. This sub-regional organization came into being on 6 June 1997 through the Bangkok Declaration. It constitutes seven Member States: five deriving from South Asia, including Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and two from Southeast Asia, including Myanmar and Thailand. 
 strategic autonomy (noun) – strategic autonomy is defined as the ability to set priorities and make decisions in matters of foreign policy and security, together with the institutional, political and material wherewithal (resources/funds) to carry these through – in cooperation with third parties, or if need be alone. 
 Green Climate Fund (GCF) (noun) – GCF is a unique global platform to respond to climate change by investing in low-emission and climateresilient development. GCF was established by 194 governments to limit or reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in developing countries, and to help vulnerable societies adapt to the unavoidable impacts of climate change. Given the urgency and seriousness of this challenge, GCF is mandated to make an ambitious contribution to the united global response to climate change. 
 International Solar Alliance (noun) – an alliance of 121 countries initiated by India, most of them being sunshine countries, which lie either completely or partly between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. It is working towards making solar energy available 24/7 at affordable cost to all.  IDIOMS & PHRASES
 wear thin – (feeling, explanation, activity &, etc.) to become weaker; to become less effective; to become out-of-date or less popular; to become less convincing; to become less acceptable (gradually). 
 When the rubber hits/meets the road – it refers to the point at which a conceptual/theoretical idea/plan is tested out practically. 
 have another string to one’s bow – have another resource that one can use. 

 throw down the gauntlet – challenge, confront, dare. 
 as far as – is concerned – with regard to a particular person or situation. 
 the tip of the iceberg – if something is the tip of the iceberg, it is a small part of a much larger issue. This phrase is being used while talking about a problem. 
 with respect to – concerning, regarding, relating to, with reference to. 
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 bring someone/something to their/its knees – to overpower someone/something and make their/ its condition extremely weak. 
 come out on the streets/take to the streets – (of a crowd) to come together in the streets to display communal harmony in either celebration or opposition. 
 take the shine off – destroy, ruin, spoil (the brilliance/exceptional talent/delight of something). 
 the lion’s share – the most of something, the largest part of something; the greater number of, the main part of, more than half of, the bulk of something. 
 when two elephants fight the grass suffers – the weak/vulnerable (people) suffer in a clash between the powerful people. 
 takes a tough/hard line – to handle with someone or something firmly/strictly and refuse to change your opinion or decision. 
 the elephant in the room – it is mostly used to refer to a serious problem — one which people are aware of, but choose to ignore. They think that if they do not talk about it, the problem will somehow disappear. 
 (be) at pains – try hard, make a great effort, struggle, strive. 
 bear testimony to – bear witness to, be evidence of, be proof of, prove. 
 play to the gallery – instead of doing his/her job, is keen on winning popularity. 
 on the cusp of – a point where something will change from one state to another. 
 the clock is ticking – the time is passing quickly and there is not much time. 
 get stuck in – embark on, set about, work at, get down on. 
 turn something on its head – to turn something upside down, to reverse something entirely. 
 play catch-up – try to match a rival/competitor (in a sport or game or contest). 
 keep at bay – prevent someone/something from coming nearer. 
 for better or for worse – whether the end result of something is good or bad. 
 in terms of – with regard to, regarding/concerning, in connection with. 
 due to – because of, owing to, on account of. 
 in the wake of – as a result of, in the aftermath of, as a consequence of. 

 front and centre – in the front line; in the most prominent position. 
 far more – a lot more, much more. 
 in the crosshairs – something which is being aimed at by. (crosshairs – very thin crossed wires in the microscope/gun/etc which are used to focus/aim something preciously). 
 on one’s guard – vigilant, alert, on the alert, wary, circumspect. 
 to perfection – without fault, superbly, superlatively, excellently. 
 leave open – keep undecided. 
 (be) at the receiving end – be subjected to something (criticism/attack). 
 from time to time – sometimes, occasionally, now and again. 
 fall in line – conform to, adhere to, abide by (the established rules). 
 take shape – become clear/definite, become tangible, fall into place. 
 make inroads in – progress/advance into (a new area/territory). 
 in one’s favour – to one’s benefit/advantage. 
 in sight – near at hand, close to being realized; visible, noticeable. 
 in mind – in someone’s thinking. 
 in respect of – with respect to; concerning, regarding. 
 in practice – in reality, actually, practically. 
 have a bearing on – have a relevance/relation to something. 
 remain to be seen – used to mention the idea/view that something is not yet known. 
 in the course of – during, in the process of, in the time of. 
 in the face of – despite, notwithstanding, regardless of; when confronted with. 
 at large – as a whole, generally, extensively. 
 strike a balance – find a fair & reasonable line of action between two contrasting things. 
 lay emphasis on – to emphasize the importance of something. 
 so as to – in order to. 
 as opposed to – in contrast with, as against, rather than, instead of. 
 on a platter – used to mention that someone receives something with no effort. 
 in the same vein – in the same style; of similar kind. 
 rather than – instead of. 
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 by and large – generally, altogether, all things considered. 
 in character – usual, typical, normal. 
 bridge the gulf/gap – try to find a way to reduce the gap and bring the two separate viewpoints together. 
 draw attention to – emphasize, highlight, underscore; focus on. 
 take into account – consider, take into consideration, have regard to, reckon with. 
 in the short term – in the (near) future. 
 in the public realm/domain – if something (e.g. information) is in the public domain, people generally know about it since it is not secret. 
 on the road – on the path/course (to achieve a specified result). 
 for instance – as an example. 
 common ground – shared opinions, beliefs (or interests). 
 public good – the benefit, advantage, or well-being of the public. 
 case in point – example, instance, typical case, sample. 
 in fact – actually, really, as a matter of fact. 
 so far – until now, up to the present, up to this point. 
 keep pace with – progress at the same speed as. 
 weigh on (one’s) mind – to create/produce a lot of worry/problem, particularly for a long period of time. 
 pave the way for – clear the way for, make preparations for, put things in order for. 
 as well as – and also, and in addition. 
 one’s strong suit – forte, strong point, strength, talent, skill. 
 in spite of – despite, notwithstanding, regardless of. 
 in contrast to – in opposition to. 
 strike a note – express/communicate, call/bring to mind, cite. 
 in a sense – partly; in some way(s); in a way, somewhat. 
 under way – in progress, happening, occurring, taking place. 
 carry the day – win, accomplish, gain, secure, effect. 
 the other way around – oppositely, in reverse, conversely, inversely. 
 on behalf of – in the interests of, in support of, for the benefit of. 

 win the day – be victorious. 
 a level playing field – a situation in which everyone has a fair and equal opportunity to succeed, and no one has an advantage over the other. 
 own up – accept responsibility, acknowledge, acknowledge that, tell the truth. 
 come/get in the way of – interfere with, hamper, hinder, obstruct, prevent, impede. 
 in existence – continuing, existing, around. 
 put to rest – to stop people from concerning/doubting about an issue by explaining/resolving it. 
 more so – it means that to a greater degree. 
 over time – it describes something which happens gradually. 
 on the back of – as a result of, after, subsequent to. 
 in particular – to be specific, especially, specifically. 
 the fact that – used to mention a specific condition in a conversation. 
 at all – in any way, by any means. 
 set in motion – start, begin, activate, initiate, launch; trigger off, set off, cause, bring about. 
 the scheme of things – in the way things normally/generally happen or arranged to happen (when compared with/related to other things) in a particular situation; a general view of the situation as a whole. 
 hold accountable for – to say that someone should accept the responsibility for something bad/unpleasant (that has happened). 
 plan of action – scheme, system, strategy. 
 to give effect – to make valid; to put into practice; make operative. 
 with the exception of – except, excluding, not including, omitting, leaving out, barring. 
 do violence to – damage, affect something badly. 
 difference of opinion – disagreement, difference, dispute. 
 have/get one’s (own) way – to get or do what one desires despite objection from others. 
 buy time – delay, linger, be slow, hold back, lag behind. 
 on board – on to a team. 
 play a part/role – contribute to, be instrumental in, be a factor in. 
 make public – announce, communicate, make known, disseminate. 
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 in focus – clear-cut, clear, well defined, well-focused. 
 make clear – explain, clarify, elucidate. 
 over and above – in addition to, on top of, as well as, besides. 

 a long way to go – a lot of work to be done before achieving success. 
 status quo ante – a Latin phrase meaning “the state of affair existing before” (or) “the way things were before”.  PHRASAL VERBS 

 chalk up – to think that a particular matter is caused by something. ascribe, attribute, connect/link with. 
 stitch up – arrange, organize (a deal/agreement to someone’s benefit). 
 be shorn of – to have something important removed from you. 
 bet on – to be certain/confident that something will take place. 
 trickle down – pass on benefits to the people at the bottom of the pyramid (by those at top of the system). 
 thrive on – to enjoy something, particularly one that other people find unpleasant; to be successful at something particularly one that other people find difficult. 
 weigh in – to have influence (in a decision/discussion/plan/argument/activity); be important to, carry weight, make an impression on, make a strong contribution to. 
 take forward – give one’s attention to, deal/cope with, address, handle. 
 reason with – talk round, win round, persuade, coax, prevail on, convince. 
 throw in – add, include something (free). 
 draw up – formulate, create, work out. 
 hold on to – keep or retain something. 
 edge out – remove an employee from a firm (indirectly). 
 wake up (to) – realize, become aware of, become heedful of. 
 kick in – come into operation, come into effect. 
 gear up – get ready, prepare, equip (oneself) for something. 
 pass through – go through, undergo, get through, traverse, pass over, infiltrate. 
 see through – fathom, realize, understand. 
 take on – compete against, oppose, challenge, confront. 
 borne out past participle of bear out – confirm, validate, vindicate, justify/support (a claim). 

 walk out – depart, get out, leave suddenly; desert, abandon. 
 move away from – change/alter one’s ideas/beliefs/views and so. 
 set off – give rise to, cause, trigger, prompt, bring about. 
 set out – present, describe, set forth. 
 lay out – outline, draw up, formulate. 
 embark on – start, begin, initiate. 
 carry out – conduct, perform, execute. 
 step down – give up, stand down, abdicate, renounce. 
 result in – cause, bring on, bring about, call forth, give rise to. 
 point out – identify, mention, indicate, draw attention to. 
 look after – take care of, care for, attend to. 
 open up – become accessible; become available. 
 bring about – cause, create, produce. 
 rest on – be based on, depend on, be dependent on, rely on. 
 account for – constitute, comprise, form, represent. 
 call for – require, publicly ask/necessitate, demand. 
 take off – remove, discard, shrug off. 
 rely on – depend on; resort to, have recourse to. 
 take down – remove, dismantle, demolish. 
 turn away – repel, reject, rebuff, send away. 
 come in – enter, arrive, be involved, to take part in something. 
 bring up – raise something (a point/issue) for discussion. 
 shoot down – gun down, hit with a bullet/missile. 
 slow down – reduce, lessen decrease (one’s activity). 
 come up with – produce, put forward, present/submit. 
 pull back – withdraw, retreat, disengage, pull out. 
 put together – organize, arrange, sort out. 
 take up – pursue something (a matter/subject) later. 


